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privatised utilities were last 
t mounting a fierce lobbying 
^campaign against Kenneth 
fdarke’s backdoor ‘‘windfall 
tax", which one leading ac- 
countancy expert estimated 
'v -« s.io cost them more than £5bn. 

•- -a *. . .... Directors of several privatised 

' 7 -electricity and water buaness- 
. w.wiSSj/'es dabbed the Qiancellorofthe 
r- » Exdiequer’s lax plans for “kfog- 
■ £*^1 "fife asets" a win dfall tax “by any 

■ iS * 1 '+■* ' '■■•'cr ' other name". They compared 

I the changes to Labour’splan to 
. .. . ... iIiotk £ raise billions of pounds from a 
- ‘ • ■« levy on the utilities. Mr Clarke 

i.J-jIut has always repudiated any sug- 
- . ji.-i.Jv bmloi- gestion that he has considered 
: • . M 41 m.vkJ- a windfall tax on the utilities, 

- ,vi; u^-nl.w: But the Budgetchanges in ef- 
.. ...i ... jjh pronw feet slash the amount of. m- 
• or to Sc vestment spending big firms 
••VvBnivMt can set against their tax bills. 

• . i The Treasury will raise £45m 

• • ■./■iii, i ihc ft from thwefaaugeaofcyeaejris- - 

... \i .«;« in e to ^ 7 5m in 1999-2000, 
a n'lL-: Unlike Labour’s plans for a 
, 'nr onc-cfftas, the measnes will hit. 


;nA mil." 
!•■» iLonr 


- sii ,n i Pr companies year after year. : 

" ... V ’. IV Tax experts said the privatised, 
•’ 1 utilities, which invest bflhons 
^ < , (il each year in eleclxidly wires and 
VY.'.** gas and water pipes, would be ; 
. > ( left bearing most of the burden. 

i l As implications of the 
; ' Y ' measure sank in yesterday, top 
! a ' ' ' “ 1 • accountancy firms were already 
■ advising the utilities to go on the 
111 [ Y attack in an attempt to change 
■ :i:. i «*•*'■ the Chancellor’s mind before- 
me Budget legislation takes 
• • '««• - effect .. ^ • 

. .:i “ii' 1 B One shocked board member 
of a privatised utility said: -^TWe. 
just can't see any justification for 
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this. The thinking behind this is 
entirely poKtkaL" But yester- 
day's pohticaj battle centred on 
the tax burden, with Mr Qaike 
denouncing Labour attacks as 
comic and irrelevant 
. While p otiticrans arjri anal ysts 
continued the painstaking 
process of picking over the 
bare bones of Treasury tables, 
the Chancellor used a post- 
Budget press conference to in- 
sist that there .had been no 
increase in the tax burden. 

Mr Clarke said: “I really do 
think it is a preposterous irrel- 
evance to judge die economic 
record of the Government by. . . 
these kinds of comparisons, in 
particular years; of the tax 
burden." Nevertheless, he was 1 
careful to choose 1991-92 as his 
base year -putting the Conser- 
vative record in a flattering 
light -and he tookeven greater - 
care to exclude indirect taxes 
like VAT on domestic fuel and 


dytri^nafiahal taxf68Sr- v 
den m 1991-92 -^as measured 
by the basic guide, Noai-Nartlr 
Sea taxes And National Jnsur- . 
ance crartribntitros as aper- 
centage of Gross Domestic 
Product - was 36.5 per cent, 
compared, with 36-25 per cent 
in the forthcoming financial 
year, 1997-98. . 

However, the tax burden in 
the April 1992 election year, . 
1992-93, was34w5 per cent It has 
risen steadily since 1993-94 and, 
according to the Tteasuzy Red 
Book, it is planned to increase 
to 38 per cent by 2001-02. 

.After a bewilderingty com- 
plex Commons statement on 
En^ish local anthoiiiy finance, 


winch labour saklwottW add an 
average 6 per cent to council tax 
bills, the shadow Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, last night 
opened up thesebemd day of the 
Budget debate with tax as hk 
mam target 

Mr Brown tore into the Gov- 
ernment's record, and mocked 
Mr Parke's morning statement, 
saying; “It is not a preposterous 
irrelevance if the people of 
Britain were told they were go- 

ancl were then let down.” 

CSting the figures provided in 
the Red Book,-Mr Brown said 
that while Mr Qaike had cut 
taxes for 1997-98 by £735m in 
-Tbesday’sJJgdget, tax increas- 
es rif £l,085m were already in 
th&pipelBae from previous Bud- 
gftt% giving^' nfct inqtfee of 
£35Qm. “ifey raise taresm re- 
cess^ and blame the reces- 
soi£* he said. “They’re how 
raising taxes in recovery. Who 

Chancellor and 
WWafo Wddegrav^ Chief Seo- 
retary to the Tteasuiy, could be 
seen referring to the Red Book 
tables quoted by Mr. Brown 
-and they both came back with 
the same Teply. Mr Qarire said; 
“The tax burden is the same, 
overall, as it was before the last 
election it is no higher.’' 

Mr Claike told the Treasuiy 
press conference that what peo- 
ple were really interested m was 
overall prosperity. The Con- 
servatives had shown that they 
could run a market economy 
more profitably than then 
Labour opponents. 

Budget reaction 
Pages 10,11^0 
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Silent shfferlng: The face of Medieval horror in a Moldovan nursery, as me West begins to rescue forgotten 
children. English footballers who played In the former Soviet republic this week pledged financial support for the 
ifisabled children, many of whom are starving to death this winter (Page 3) Photograph: European Children's Trust 
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Five die 
from 
poisoned 
food 


Susan Emmett 

Five people have now died in 
the Scottish terwn of Wishaw and 
surrounding areas, following 
an outbreak of food poisoning, 
health officials said last night. 

The latest victim, a 71 -year- 
old woman died at Law Hospi- 
tal, Carluke. The outbreak also 
claimed the lives of Alexander 
Gardiner, 69, and a woman 
aged 79 who died in Monklands 
Genera] Hospital, Airdrie. Her 
identity had not been released 
last night. 

Another unnamed woman 
is believed to have died on 
Tuesday night at her home in 
the Fbrlh Valley. The first ca- 
sualty was a church elder in 
Wishaw. Harry Shaw. 80. was 
one of a party of penaouecs tak- 
en ill after a steak pie meal pro- 
vided by a local butcher's shop 
in the town 10 days ago. 

The number of people re- 
porting symptoms yesterday 
rose to 107 - including 18 chil- 
dren. and 62 of these had been 
confirmed as having the E-coli 
0157 infection. Nine of the sus- 
pected cases came from Forth 
Valley, but by far the worst 
spread of the outbreak is in 
neighbouring Lanarkshire. 

Among those in hospital 
were a seven-year-old girl and 
three-year-old boy receiving 
kidney dialysis treatment in 
Yorkmll Hospital, Glasgow. 

Although many of the strick- 
en had not attended the church 
'lunch, investigators are con- 
centrating on cooked meat from 
a local butcher. But other 
sources have not been ruled otiL 

“We certainly hope the num- 
ber of cases will go down but I 
think it is going to get worse be- 
fore it gets better," warned Dr 
Syed Ahmed, Consultant in 
Public Health Medicine for La- 
narkshire Health Board. 

The E coli bacteria occurs 
naturally in the human gut and 
most strands are harmless. But 
E coli 0157 is dangerous espe- 
cially to the elderly and is often 
associated with burgers and 
untreated milk. 
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Forte comeback - 

Sic Rocco Forte is returning to 
the hotel industry with plans to 
build a £12m, five star hotel in 
„ Cardiff Bay. just over avearaf- 
nl ter Granada successfully took 
w over his family’s company, 
which he has been ^rting to 
, buyback into. Page 21 

,!isb Baring clever ' • _ 

11 ‘ The Minister for Sport, lam 
Sproat, yesterday threw his 
; - weight behind a return tobrix- 
ing in schools as a good way of 
, teaching young people' disd- 
. i.,: plinc. ’ Page 26 

j§ PiU fw dyslexia ^ 

F6isearcfaerdaimedthatdyslex- 
ia and a disorder which causes 
;} a form of childhood clumsiness 
•'* could be treated by taking ap® 
containing three fatty acids. 
Five per cent of children are 
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her friends: Just let me die 


Andrew Gumbel - 

Despite armies of doctors fight- 
ing round the clock to save her 
He as foe fies critically 31 ina Chl- 
cutta hospital, Mother Tferesa has 
lost all interest in medical treat- 
ment and longs only for one 
thing -to die in peace. The 86- 
year-old missiohaiy worker, suf- 
fering severe chest pains and an 
irregular heartbeat,nas been mt- 
der intense medical superman 
for the past five days, but ac- 
cording to her friends and ck?s- 
est associates, she would much 
rather tbedoceors left her alone. 
“Let me die £ke the poor. 

peoj^Ihelp,"shehasnqptbred 

repeatetfly^ • 

i ■ Mother Tferesa is famous 
among her followers for resist- 
ing medical treatment, whether 

it »fiar heart faflure or just a rou- 
tine trip to the dentist. But .since 
her last hospital stay three 
months ago, when her heart ac- 

tuafty stopped beatbgbriiefly, dbe 

has lost interest in regjming.even 
the strength necessary to con- 
tinue her missionaiy work. 

“ When I saw her in Septem- . 
ber, she pointed at the cefljng . 
and said: Tm going . home’ to 

God,’rstud^71}^Afr><^- 

reminanan with her order who . 
has known : her for die past 11 
years. "“She talked very openly ' 
about not wantmg to live any 
.fonger. Sim's helped' so many 
people; to die that she can ac- 
(^nkirtafity much better ttan 
her^focrois,* . - • 


Andrew Gumbel reports on a missionary's plea 


ly have had to resort to trickery 
to persuade their ailing founder 
into accepting medical care. In 
September she was so convinced 
she was about to die that foe re- 
ceived the last rites, and the fact 
that the doctors subsequently re- 
vived her left her feeling dis- 
mayed and a little embarrassed. 

“She didn’t want to go into 
hospital then and foe doesn’t 
want. to be in hospital now,” Mr 
Tbwey.saicL “That makes it all 
much harder on the people 
around her than it is on her. It’s 
not as though foe has a termi- 


nal disease that they can ease 
her through. She just has a weak 
heart, and Lhe sisters don't 
know what to do. At what point 
foould they decide not to call 
a doctor any more?” 

The picture painted by Mr 
Ibweyofa deeply holy woman, 
modest io the last, contrasts 
strongly with the more scepti- 
cal visianpresented by such crit- 
ics as Christopher Hitchens, 
who wrote a scathing biography 
of Mother Teresa last year. 
However, Mr Tbwey’s version, 
based on a long-standing per- 



sonal friendship, seems to cor- 
respond more closely with the 
observations of the Nobel peace 
laureate's doctors and other 
outside observers who have 
seen her in the past few days. 

Mother Teresa has suffered 
from an arbythmic heart and 
other cardiac problems for 

years, and has come dose to dy- 
ing three times in the last sev- 
en years, la 1989 foe was fitted 
with a pacemaker, while in 
1991 ana 1993 foe underwent 
angioplasty- the insertion of a 
surgical balloon to dear a pas- 





da devoted, to the dignity of the ’ 

Old and - dying but maintains . _ 
daily telephone-, contact ■ with - : 

Cafcutxaj the sistefs of Mother 

Thresa’s Missionaries of Chari- 'Mother Tferosa: sufferin^ chest pains, and irregular heart beat ' Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


sage in the blocked arteries of 
her heart. 

On each of those occasions 
she qnickiy resumed her pun- 
ishing woric schedule, but this 
time around it has been differ- 
ent According to Mr Tbwey. she 
has been forced to slow down 
ever since she fell during a trip 
to Ireland in June. 

“The fall messed up her cir- 
culation and she hasn't been the 
same," he said. Shortly after her 
dischaige from hospital in Sep- 
tember, she fell again and cut 
herself badly above an eye. She 
has been mostiy bed-ridden 
ever since, getting up only on 
good days to do a few hours' ad- 
ministrative work for her order. 

In lhe past few days, she has 
been further diagnosed with 
breathing problems. On Tues- 
day foe was transferred from the 
ramshackl e Woodlands Nursing 
Home to the state-of-the-art 
B.M. Birla Heart Research 
Centre for clinical tests, but foe 
has grown so weak since that 
doctors are still waiting to 
decide whether to proceed. 

“The doctors are divided on 
whether foe could survive any 
treatment, which at this jx>mt 
would take the form of either 
another angioplasty or else 
electric shock treatment," Mr 
Tbwey said. 

“Mother herself is not all that 
concerned about it, though. 
After all, she’s got one foot in 
heaven.” 
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Gummeronola, scourge of the unorthodox 


significant shorts 


hiquisition 

drauabty aSS"®? m 50016 
court, 

Snatfon"! 08 ^'•togKal exam- 

'Xta °t the 
^™aj'Archbi£hop of Sala- 

nob ibeo^SSJ?*^ church 
led bv sii^S 16011 would be 
and m'nS. a ? b ? 0us moQk ahk 
to deploy his Lalents 


as rSZL 06 Sp 0 ^ as well 

rehSr Gummer, Sec- 
23f Platte for the Envi- 
^mfit'wopld ma ke a 



John Sekoyn 
Gummer would 


inqubtor. pate, for- moke a wonderful 
Jfenec a»y !!SSSSi inquisitor. Pale, 

Jesuitical and - 
to? SE?^ 01055 ^ access whe?i necessary - 
to mendacious 


transformed 


Gummeronola, scourge of the 
unorthodox. 

Even in a light grey suit, 
however, the appearance of 
Gummer in the House yester- 
day boded no good for some- 
one. In the wake of the budget's 
limited give-aways to the Gov- 
ernment's loyal citizens, there 
was property to be sequestered 
from the infidels and unbeliev- 
ers. And no one could be less 
faithful to the Truth and believe 
less in the Cause than local gov- 
ernment - Labour or Libdetn 
virtually to a person. 

Casting back his cowl, Gum- 
meronola began softly. In form- 
ing his proposals for local 
government’s finances he had 
“considered the pressures ... lis- 
tened carefully... taken ac- 
count . . . weighed carefully 
and was sympathetic - of course 
he was. But “it would be absurd 
to imagine that within this large 


total there is no room for 
greater efficiency!” “Thank 
God”, sighed some very stupid 
observers, “we thought for an 
awful moment that he meant 
cuts". 

Of course it didn't mean 
cuts. Gummeronola insisted. 
The TSS next year would be 
comparable to the TSS this 
year. The SSA’s would be large- 
ly unchanged, except in those ar- 
eas where they would be 
altered completely. Notional 
taxes would again be identified 


something important was being 
said at the end of which some- 
one would suffer, but they 
oouldn’L tell what or why, even 
if they had a fair idea who. 

It got no better. “Rural areas 
are most interested in the spar- 
sity factor. Closely packed ur- 
ban areas are interested in the 
density factor". Members 
laughed nervously, wondering 
whether these two things were 
not in bet exactly the same mea- 
surement, except yielding dif- 
ferent results for different 


taxes would again be ldenDBed tercet results tor dinerent 

fortheCTSS.SoiflhcsquillkHis places. 

earmarked by Pope John and This irritated Mr Gummer. 


the College of Cardinals for the 
education of the laity were 
somehow to get lost, we would 
aQ know who to blame, now 
wouldn't we? 

MPs on all sides of the House 
- like laymen on an ecclesias- 
tical jury -listened in guilty in- 
comprehension. They realised 


“According to independent ex- 
perts the system may be the 
most sophisticated anywhere 
in the world", he snapped. 

As are the penalties for the 
impenitent. First, as we all 
{mow, miscreants may be 
capped. What is not so well- 
known is that they can also be 


damped. Ascheme would "pro- 
vide fora second year of damp- 
ing", threatened the Secretary 
of Stale. 

I wondered, would offending 
councils be capped first and then 
damped (roagoly the order of 
things at an auto-da-fe)? Or 
damped, revived and then 
capped? 

Labour and Liberal Democ- 
rat MPs were getting restive. 
They stffl could not get rid of the 
notion that, when this was all 
boiled down, schools would 
still be falling down and class- 
es would be too big. So they 
muttered away. “They either 1 
don’t like it, or they don't un- | 
derstand it , Gummeronola ac- i 
cused. And for once he was 1 
understating the case. They 
neither liked it nor understood 
It and I suspect chat, for once, 
they represented the nation 
perfectly. 


Channel traffic down to a trickle as blockade threatens festive ‘famine 1 



Home sweet home: The P&O ferry, European Highway, arriving at Dover from Zeebngge yesterday, carrying 120 lorries that had been trapped in the blockade Photograph: Brian Harris 


Stores begin airlift to 
beat food shortages 
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bin Burrell 

and Mary Pejevsky 

British supermarkets have be- 
gun airlifting supplies of fresh 
I produce from Spain to beat the 
worsening blockade by French 
lorry-drivers. 

Yesterday, the ports of Dover 
and Ramsgate were closed to 
lorries as a huge backlog of Eu- 
rope-bound freight traffic built 
up in Kent. 

Police redirected lorries to a 
holding area, known as “the 
Truck Stop", off the M20, near 
Ashford. Last night, it con- 
tained up to 800 lorries, with dri- 
vers facing a wait of at least 12 
hours for a sailing. 

Sir George Young, Secre- 
Uuy of Slate for Transport, said 
he had sent a telegram to his 
French opposite number, de- 
manding fresh initiatives to 
free the British drivers trapped 
on the other side of the Chan- 
nel and fairly compensate their 
employers. 

Trade sources said only 20 per 
cent of supplies of fresh fruit 
and vegetables were getting 
through, leaving more than 
150.000 tons of fresh fruit and 
vegetables rolling in the block- 
ade or remaining with suppliers. 

Normally 1.200 lorries would 
be crossing from France each 
day with around 16 tonnes of 
fresh produce each. 


The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food said that 
2 million tonnes of fruit and veg- 
etables were imported from 
Europe each year, with the 
bulk of the importing being 
done in the winter months. 

John Morris, executive in 
Food and Drink at the British 
Retail Consortium, said that the 
blockade had so far caused a 
1 per cent fail in deliveries of 
fresh fruit and vegetables, the 
vast majority of which are 
grown in this country and are 
not affected by the dispute. 

However, Christmas supplies 
of satsumas and clementines 
from Spain were now in danger. 
“We can foresee a problem be- 
cause all the lorries arc in the 
wrong place," he said. 

In order to get round the 
chaos on the roads, Tesco began 
shipping supplies of cucum- 
bers, peppers, tomatoes and ice- 
berg lettuces from Spain to 
Gatwick. 

Two Sainsbury cargo planes 
arrived from Valencia and Al- 
icante yesterday at RAF 
Mansion, in Kent, and East 
Midlands airport, carrying sup- 
plies of oranges, courgettes and 
broccoli. 

Other goods being trans- 
ported through France were 
redirected to pons in Belgium 
and Holland. 

The supermarket said it did 


not expect any shortages of 
root vegetables, which are still 
being lifted in England, and 
large supplies of apples and 
potatoes were kept in cold stor- 
age. 

Clive Beddall. editor of The 
Grocer, said that many stores 
were reluctant to fly in goods be- 
cause they would have to pass 
Lhe extra cost. He said that cus- 
tomers could begin to notice 
shortages in the supply of some 
fresh fruit and vegetables with- 
in a couple of days. 

“If the blockade goes beyond 
the weekend people will really 
start to get worried," he said. 

Mr Beddall added that only 
20 per cent of normal levels of 
supplies of fresh fruit and veg- 
etables from France and Spam 
was being delivered. The rest 
was held up in the blockade. 

He said that other produce, 
including canned goods, was 
kept in plentiful supply and 
there would be uo Christmas 
shortage. 

Sir George Young spoke of 
his determination to compen- 
sate British firms hit by the 
blockade after a meeting with 
the Freight Transport Associa- 
tion and the Road Haulage 
Association. He said: “I will be 
taking a personal interest in this. 
The British embassy and my de- 
partment will be available to as- 
sist with claims. It's something 


which 1 take very seriously ... 

“The situation is deeply dis- 
turbing. I’m particularly con- 
cerned about the health of a 
□umber of our transport com- 
panies, who are wholly innocent 
parties in an industrial dispute 
m France." 

Meanwhile French union 
leaders have pledged to keep 
the blockade up for “at least a 
week" untO their demands are 
met by management 

In Paris last night, unions and 
employers were doser to a set- 
tlement with agreements on 
early retirement and working 
hours 

Under strong pressure from 
the French government, the 
transport ministry mediator. 
Robert Cros. secured union 
agreement on early retirement 
and working hours. But the 
unions said they were instruct- 
ing the drivers to keep the 
blockade in place until they 
were satisfied on all outstand- 
ing points, including pay. 

By yesterday, several car 
plants were idle, building sites 
were grinding to a halt and 
farmers were threatening action 
because they could not get per- 
ishable goods to markets. 

Garages across much of 
south and central France were 
dry, and and oil depots around 
Paris were blockaded for the I 
first time. i 


Dover becomes refugee camp 


IE 


In tomorrow's programme Malcolm Gluck revisits the 
much maligned wine box and in Radio Times every week 
you'll find his wine recommendations from the series 
Gluck, Gluck, Gluck. 


ITS NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT. 


James Cusfck 

The Kent port of Dover and the 
M20 motorway at nearby Ash- 
ford yesterday turned into two 
giant refugee camps for around 
1,000 international drivers and 
their lorries. 

The stalemate in the talks in 
Paris to end the road blockade 
in France influenced the deci- 
sion by the authorities in Kent 
to halt all further freight move- 
ment from English ports into 
France. 

Drivers who had spent 12 
hours - from 8pm on Tuesday 
night to 8am yesterday morning 
-getting to Dover learned their 
plans to cross to France would 
be on indefinite hold. As roads 
and freight car parks around 
Dover filled up, Kent police 
took the decision to halt all 
HGV lorries at junction 10 of 


the M20 near Ashford, 20 miles 
from Dover. Lorries were then 
directed to an emergency car 
park near Ashford interna- 
tional rail station, also uot func- 
tioning normally as Channel 
tunnel operators Eurotunnel 
continued to argue with safety 
authorities that services should 
be allowed to resume following 
last week's fire. 

All day yesterday Channel 
Tunnel Radio on 107.6FM was 
warning drivers of the potential 
delays and the diversions to 
Ashford. The dedsiou of one DJ 
to play Supertramps' "Ifcke the 
Long Wty Home" would not 
have gone down well with some 
drivers facing severe delays. 

There was also chaos at the 

port of Ramsgate with up to five 

mfles of lorry tailbacks. 

At Ashford lorries drivers 
from France, Greece, Germany, 


Turkey, Spain, Hungary and 
elsewhere, as well as Britain 
were told they would have to 
wait until the dispute in France 
ended, the blockade on French 
roads lifted and the road situ- 
ation around Dover had eased. 

In Dover freight car paries 
and the port’s adjoining major 
roads were filled. At the termi- 
nal's Rendezvous Truck Stop 
restaurant. Lhe Salvation Army, 
dispensing hot tea and sympa- 


thy. would not have looked out 
of place. 

Martin Stiller, a forty driver 
from Bruges in Belgium, said he 
arrived at Dover at Sam yes- 
terday after a 12-hour wait only 
a few hours north of the port. 
Last week, to avoid the block- 
ade, he had taken a ferry from 
Zeebrugge to the north of Eng- 
land, takmg 16 hours. “Now I'm 
caught up trying to get back. 


The French drivers are taking 
the piss. It's their problem, why 
involve us?" 

Willie Patterson from Dum- 
fries, and his lorry cargo of “car- 
pets, computers, two road 
sweepers and some IQ plastic 
wrapping" had managed to get 
to Calais, but was then brought 
back. “Sea France shipped 
three ferries foil of HGVsoack 
to Dover oa Tuesday. In France 
it was hellish. All the bureaux 
de changes were dosed. I'm a 
driver, but! feel all Tve been for 

a weeks babysitting this bloody 

lorry." 

The ferry companies at 
Dover yesterday were trying to 
keep the stranded drivers in- 
formed of any development at 
the Paris talks. The rumours cir- 
culating last night ranged from 
hopesof a deal by midnight to 
nothing till next week. 


Compensation 

for parents of 
AIM children 

The parents of children killed 
or injured by nurse Beverley 
Allitt have accepted a 
compensation package 

believed to total £500,000, 
her former employers, 
Lincolnshire Health 
Autho rity, announced 
yesterday. . 

The authority admitted 
that all the parents involved 
had suffered post-traumatic 
stress disorder and had 
become ill as a result. Allitt, 
who was 24 at the time, 
murdered four children and 
attacked a further nine while 
she worked as a muse on 
Whrd A at Grantham and 
Kesteven General Hospital in 
the spring of 1991. In May 
1993 she was given 13 life 
sentences. 

Custody for 
McAliskey 

The eldest daughter of 
former nationalist MP 
Bernadette McAUskey was 
remanded in custody for a 
week yesterday when she 
appeared in court on an 
extradition warrant following 
the IRA bombing of a British 
Army base in Osuabruck, 
Germany, in June. 

Roisin McAliskey, 25, was 
arrested at her parents’ home 
in County Tyrone last 
Wednesday. The German 
authorities, who will be 
represented at the next 
hearing on 4 December, 
want to question Ms 
McAliskey on charges of 
attempted murder and 
possession of explosives. 

They allege that Ms 
McAliskw was part of a 
I five-member IRA cell which 
planned and carried out the 
attack. Miss McAliskey, 

I through her solicitor, denied 
the charges. 

Aspinall wins 
tiger battle 

Millionaire businessman and 
zoo-keeper John Aspinall 
yesterday won a High Court 
battle against Canterbury 
City Council for the legal 
right to let his keepers enter 
the enclosures of folly grown, 
freely roaming tigers at his 
zoo at Howie tts, near 
Canterbury, Kent 

The council’s ban had 
foDowed the death of a 
32-year-old keeper, Tbevor 
Smith, in November 1994 
after he was bitten in the 
back of the neck by Balkash, 
a 5001b Siberian tiger, while 
cleaning its enclosure. He 
was the thud of Mr Aspinaii’s 
keepers to be killed by tigers. 

Gardaifind 
IRA cache 

A cache of IRA bomb-making 
equipment, including Semtex~ 
explosive, detonators, cortex 
fuse wire, timing units and 
several walkie-talkie radios, 
was discovered by gardai in 
woodland a mile from the 
village of Castlebellingbam in 
County Louth, near the 
Northern Ireland border 
yesterday. It was the third 
such find there in recent 
weeks. Alan Murdoch 


The DSS staff 

who relocated 
- and resigned 

More than lOOofihc:.K«i 

Department of Social 

Security staff who were 

relocated to Leeds at 

-considerable co>t to ihi. 

taxpayer” promptly resigned 
and took early retirement- 
according to a report 

published yesterday the 

all-party Commons Public 
Accounts Committee. 

The committee 
reporting on the construction 
of Quarry House, the new 

DSS headquarters in Leeds. 
The building attracted the 
criticism of the National 
Audit Office earlier this vear 
because of its lavish laeihucs 
for staff, including a 
swimming pool and bar. The 
move to Leeds had Iven 
justified because of long-term 
savings. Christian Hobnar 
U Construction of Quarry 
House : House of Commons 
paper number 61/: iVS.90 

Child abuser 
dies in jail 

Ralph Morris, the special- 
school owner who was servmg ; 
12 years in jail for abusing 
emotionally disturbed boys 
has been found dead in his 
cell at Little Hey Prison. 
Cambridgeshire. There were j 
no suspicious circumstances. 
Between 1984 and J 989 

Morris. 56, was said to have i 
sexually abused 43 boys and 
physically abused a further 50 j 
at Castle Hill School in 
Shropshire. 

From Russia 
with love 

The love letters from Boris 
Pasternak to his mistress 
Olga Ivins kaia, who inspired 
him to write his epic novel. 

Dr Zhhvgo, failed to sell at a 
sparsely attended auction of 
tus poems and manuscripts at 
Christie's, London, yesterday. 
The collection, which was 
expected to fetch at least 
£500,000, did not reach its 
reserve price. 

Final goodbye 
for Bentine 



Michael Bentine CBE, actor, 
broadcaster, and one of the 
founders of the Goon Show, 
died yesterday at the Royal 
Marsden Hospital in London 
after a lengthy battle against 
prostate cancer. 

Mr Bentine, 74, who was 
bom in Yfatford to Peruvian 
parents, had refosed 
chemotherapy after seeing 
his mother and two of his five 
children die from cancer 
after enduring treatment. 

Obituaries, page 16 
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Safety rethink 
for Chunnel 


Christian Woimar and 

Mary Pejevsky 

The entire safety regulations 
covering lorry and car services 
through the Channel tunnel 
will have to be revised, it 
emerged yesterday as details of 
last week’s fire were released 
Although Eurotunnel, which 
operates the rail services, said 
it hopes to resume pa^en^er 
trains next week, the instruc- 
tions to driver not to stop if 
there is a fire will have to be 
changed. During last week’s 
blare, which occurred just as the 
tram was entering the 50 kilo- 
metre tunnel, the advice to 
continue through the tunnel ex- 
acerbated the amount of dam- 
age and put the lives of the 31 
crew yd passengers at risk. 

that the fire had raised serious 
questions about safety, the lor- 


ry service using the controver- 
sial open-backed wagons has 
been suspended indefinitely 
pending a review of procedures 
and equipment. 

A small foe yesterday caused 
by welders working on the dam- 
aged train still in the tunnel was 
quickly put out, but will add to 
fears that it is unsafe to run pas- 
senger trains while work is be- 
>ng carried out. 

The safety systems contain an 
inherent contradiction that will 
nave to be remedied. Patrick 
Fonsolle, co-chairman of Eu- 
the driver of th^ 


LbUUUUILV 

a tire alarm and bv a separate 
“aim on the load. Procedure in 
the first case would be to make 
tor the eat where emergency 
services would be waiting; pro- 
f«fore m the second would be 

5.5SP the ^ lest the load, 
shuttle or track b e damaged. 
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$ England s football squad are among the West Europeans waking up to the nightmare of Moldova’s lost and starving children 

Helpless, 
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One hundred and fifty-four 
helpless faces - bony and blue 
with cold - stare out from be- 
hind cot bars. Their emaciated 
bodies are laid out on soiled 
mattresses, dirty with encrust- 
ed faeces and ridden with weep- 
ing sores. 

The disabled girls are cate- 
^ goosed into debilitated, imbe- 
cile or idiot -and subsequently 
starved to death. 

But these scenes of depriva- 
tion at the orphanage of Casa 
de Copit - the House of Chil- 
dren -in Hincesti, a town in the 
former Soviet Republic of 
Moldova, ate not unique. An es- 
timated 40,000 children - that 
is 10 per cent of the child pop- 
ulation in Moldava- are aban- 
doned to state-run institutions. 
Across the former Soviet 
Union, there are believed to be 
many similar institutions. 

Western Europe is just wak- 
ing up to the fact that the de- 
privation of an orphanage 
upbringing does not end at Ro- 
mania's borders. The plight of 
the children at Casa ae Copii 
was first brought to the atten- 
tion of the international com- 
munity when the England 
football team visited the comi- 
tiy in September, staying mthe 


only hotel with hot water. The 
heating system at the orphan- 
age Jfrasrrt worked since 1990. 

When the team-members re- 
assembled to train for the recent 
Poland match, they unani- 
mously agreed to pledge their 
personal support 
They announced yesterday 
that they were donating £ 10,000 
to the European Children's 
Thist (ECI), & charity set iqr last 
year to address the situation. 
The sum has been matched by 
the IfootbaD Association. 

Glenn Hoddle, the England 
captain and a fathe r of three, 
said yesterday: “As footballers, 
sometimes we are cocooned in 
our own little world and some- 
times it is nice to branch out 
from that little world and help 
those less fortunate. 

“There’s always another 
problem or another counhy, but 
if you can make these chil- 
dren's lives better by 1 per • 
cent, it’s worthwhile. - 
“We discussed it as a team- 
they could have said *We get 
endless requests', but this 
seemed to us to be an excep- 
tional situation.” • • 

David Davies, EA director of 
puhK&aflans said: “Fm glad we ( 
are involved. We get a huge ’ 
number of requests from dif- 
ferent charities. This one we frit 



Plight of helpless: Many oiphans in the former Soviet Republic of Moldova 
are left to starve to death in pitiful conditions. Around 10 per cent of the 
child population live In state orphanages Photographs: European Children's 


Poor relation of the former Soviet Empire 


Formerly part of the Soviet empire, 
Moldova, area 13,010 square miles, 
is now an independent but extremely 
poor republic to the northwest of Ro- 
mania. It has a population of four 
million whose average wage is 
around USS30 a month. 

The official language is Moldovan, 
spoken by 64.5 per cent of the pop- 
ulation. Ethnic minorities include 
Ukrainian (13.8 per cent). Russian 
(13 per cent), Gagauz (3.5 per cent) 
Bulgarian (2 percent), Jewish (1.5 
per cent) and 1.6 per cent others 
and unknown. The capital, Kishinev, 
has an estimated population of 
667,100. There are three other 
towns with populations in the hun- 
dreds. 

Landlocked, the republic is bound- 
ed to the north-east and south by 
The Ukraine. To the west it borders 
Romania. 

The largest religious denomination 
is the Eastern Orthodox Church. The 
Gagauz, despite their Turkish origins, 
are also adherents of Orthodox Chris- 
tianity. 

On 27 August 1991, after the col- 



lapse of the Russian coup, the 
Moldovan parliament and the Grand 
National Assembly proclaimed 
Moldova’s independence from the 
USSR. Since then, the republic's 
gross domestic product has fallen by 
60%, and it ranks as the 54th poor- 
est country in the world. 


was different, because we were 
there, so close to it.” 

The rambling institution of 
Cara de Copii is situated on the 
top of ahin, physically and so- 
cially marginalised from the 
wider population. The girls’ 
physical disabilities range from 
mod muscle weakness to severe 
qnadriplegra. Many also suffer, 
from epilepsy, which is, at best. 


controlled with the 
few drugs available. 

Last winter, 31 of the orphans 
at Cara de Coph died as tem- 
peratures plunged to -20 de- 
grees cen tig rade. This year, the 
projected figure is fewer than 11 
- provided that the ECT in- 
tervenes. Six children are al- 
ready in such a bad state that 
whatever changes the ECT 


makes, they are likely to die 
wi thin three months. 

Catherine Stevens, head of 
fundraising at the ECT tiie 
only British chanty working in 
Moldova, has visited the or- 
phanage. 

' ‘*Hef*ing is our first priority, 
appropriate food supplements 
our second, and hygiene is 
third,” she said yesterday. “It’s 


terrible to say hygiene is third, 
but they're not dying of dirt, they 
are dying of cold and hunger.” 

The charity’s immediate plan 
is to spend £40,000 on adequate 
heating, medicines and supple- 
mentary food. £25 buys blankets 
and bedding for one child; 
£ 1.000 buys enough coal to 
heat an orphanage for three 
winter months. With every 


£10.000 raised, the ECT will be 
able to help another institution 
this winter. 

In the long term, the charity 
hopes to train Moldovan social 
workers so that future genera- 
tions of children will never 
have to go into such institutions 
in the first place. 

The ECT was founded last 
year following the successful 


work of its sister dtarity. the Ro- 
manian Orphanage Trust After 
spending £5m on improving 
ute lives of the children within 
orphanages, the trust has 
worked closely with the Ro- 
manian authorities to reform 
the national childcare system 
and develop a structure that 
is based on families rather than 
institutions. 
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New women are happy, 
independent, imperfect 



Role models: Today’s woman admires (from left) Tina Turner, Dawn French, Oprah Winfrey 

‘Real Women’ give up on Superwoman and hate hectoring adverts 


Glenda Cooper 


Three-quarters of women have 
given up tiyingto be an Eight- 
i > ^ ies Superwoman and say 


, ics superwoman ana say roey 
are a lot happier since they 
stopped striving for perfection. 
And having a man in their life 
is no longer very important for 
two-thirds of women, with only 
one in five seerag: marriage as 
a goal to be achieved. 

Most vtomen say they are not 
affected by rake-thin models 
pushed forward by advertisers 
and did media. 'Bro-thirds of 
women do not feel pressurised 
into looking like the models in 
magazines and fewer dream of 
bsmgkjtsof weight than dream 
of having enough time to do 
everything they want or travel- 
lingfreqoently. 

They akofaa to pine for lost 
youth, preferring advertise- 
ment showing women over 30 


who are interesting and attrac- 
tive, rather than IS-year-olds. 
And being able to afford to have 
someone else to do the chores 
. rated higher than being able to 
torn the dock back. 

• Women dislike the way they 
are pigeonholed by advertisers 
with more than one in three 
feeling that “mast adverts treat 
women as idiots” and nearly as 
many think “most ads are basi- 
cally sexist’?. Nine out of ten 
would prefer adverts to show 
"real women” rather than beau- 
tiful actresses and models, and 
their favourite advertisements 
are ones' that are entertaining 
and make then laugh. 

Their fop three television 
adverts were for Diet Coke 
[where women ogle a man tak- 
ing off his T-shirt], Tfesoo with 
Jane Honocks and Prunella 
Scales and Qxo with Lynda 
Bellingham - an older, attrac- 


tive woman with a personality. 
The most disliked ads were the 
old Fairy campaign with 
Nanette Newman, Daz’s 
“doorstep challenge” with Dan- 
ny Baker and Tampax {a roller- 
skating glamour girl]. 

Role models varied from 
Tina Turner and Oprah Winfrey 
to Dawn French and Joanna 
Lumley. At the bottom of the 
list came Pamela Anderson, 
Paula Yates and Margaret 
Thatcher. 

According to the NOP sur- 
vey, which questioned women 
between 15 and 45, the best 
things about being a woman to- 
day are being able to have both 
a career and a family, the op- 
portunity to pursue a career if 
they want to; and the ability to 
be financially independent from 
men. The number of women 
with a mortgage in their own 
name doubled between 1983 


and 1994 and more than a 
quarter now hold shares. 

Nearly nine out of 10 women 
said they would be confident in- 
vesting money on their own, 44 

per cent would feel confident 

buying a personal computer 
and 35 per cent a car. They also 
said that they would enjoy shop- 
ping far these items much more 


niture or home decorations. 

The role of motherhood is no 
longer seen as crucial to 
women's self esteem, with just 


Faces that fit ... and don't fit 


F""" ^ 


What women like.. 

The Diet Coke ad ! 
Joanna Lumley 
Dawn French 
Tina Turner ■■ 

The Oxo ads ; 
Oprah Winfrey 


What women don't like-. 

Pamela Anderson 
Danny Baker arid the 
Daz challenge 
Paula Yates 
Nanette Newman on 
Fairy liquid ' 

Maqjaret Thatcher 


Wfc ttet Cote star 
Lucky Vtaquas 



OUTiDaz man 
'panny Baker 


that a woman is only truly ful- 
filled when sbe has had efrkfren. 

Women who have children 
Stfil fond to enjoy a traditional 
role, with 63 percent saying that 
in a family with young children 
they would rather be the one 
who stays at home. At the same 
time less than half would feel 
that being a wife and mother 
was enough for them. 

“The 1990s seem to be a time 
of great opportunity for 
women,” said Nigel Sharrocks, 
managing director of Grey. “If 
they felt under pressure 10 
years ago to be the perfect 
mother, wife and career 
woman, today they are enjoying 
the choices they face wilhoot the 
constant need to live op to 
other people’s expectations. 

“A new optimistic woman 
with a strong sense of her own 
independence and individuali- 
ty has taken over” 
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cut the amount you owe by 5%. 


Complete the coupon or cal! free any time on 


£3,000 

#50 

£2,099 ■ 

£ioo 

£1,000 

£$o 

£s°° 

. £*5 


You can also look forward to 
Barclaycard benefits such as free 
Travel Accident Insurance and 
Profiles points for every £io you 
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The blue-eyed blondes who don’t belong 



^^IEdS5 lillS "But Uu * are basically here to im- 

“ — — Ti!gL_ prove their English and are unlike- 

One of i P ly to S™* th e British health service 

^v-^PMT 8 AnoCaribbean a lifetime's commitmenL" 


touched one, best suited to nurse in 
multicultural Hackney?" 


Miss Abbott said it was wrong for geriatric nursing. 


the night shift and ungl amorous 
specialisms like mental health and 


fine Abbott, was accused of 
881 “ight after she criticised 


She said she was surprised that 
Homerton Hospital, Hackney, had 

nkiViAii amrtlrai u U<k-4. LI . . J 


Homerton to be importing labour 
from Finland when Hackney had the 
second-highest level of unemploy- 


“And in the reorganisations of re- 
cent years black nurses have been the 
first to lose their jobs, particularly 


.» Finnish nurses. 


on “blonde, chosen to emplcy “blonde, blue-eyed ment in the country. “My mother was black nurses in management. 


^y Noith and Stoke Newington. 

SSSt these youns 


girls from Finland, instead of nurs- 
es from the Caribbean who know the 
language and understand British 


a nurse and I know many nurses. “But above aD nurses of all colours stereotypes 


mg out on these issues, not scouring 
Europe for cheap labour." 

TheTbry MP Ian Bruce last night 
said; “1 have never heard such racst 
rubbish from a Member of Parlia- 
ment in recent years. It shows com- 
plete ignorance. She is using racial 


sp okesman said Miss Abbott had“se- from South .-Vi fie::, 

riousty overreacted", adding; u Th? r ‘- u Al>bolt Inter h- r :c - 

is a strong feeling that this ^setting wro nol rads!. She iw J ! 

nurse against nurse when everyone J 11 ■ pjnns. but though, 

is only trying to do ■ j<* ^ should iwmil nur.M. - 1- •- 


A senior nurse at Homerton H«- M^rounicn! 

not blonde with blue pita!, Eileen Farragber, sard said 30 m al P |i,ev shouldn't euipi* >} 
t be dunking of Swedes nurses from Finland had been tak- is Mv arnumeii: is thu! 

' on, and another 20 were due to white nurses- pt . tip ! L .;' 

College of Nursing arrive next year. They would be they s 


Black nurses are leaving the pro- arc leaving the profession in droves propriatc. Most Finnish girls are 


recruited from nversei 


fession all the time because of racism 


culture and institutions ... And are and lack of career development. 


Finnish girls, who raw never have 
met a black person before, let alone 


“For years many black nurses 
have found themselves confined to 


because of all the pressure, the cut 
backs and general demoralisation. 

“The management of Homerton 
Hospital NHS Trust should be speak- 


dark-haired, not blonde with blue 
eyes. She must be thinking of Swedes 

or Germans." 

A Royal College of Nursing 


Major says charities 
meddling in politics 


Polly Gham 

Several leading charities, in- 
cluding Save the Children Fund 
^ud Qxfam, have been ques- 
tioned by the Charity Commis- 
sioners after John Major 
accused them by letter of med- 


dling in politics. 
The Prime Mir 


The Prime Minis ter's high- 
ly unusual rebuke was aimed 
at the Real World coalition of 
aid, environmental and social 
justice groups set up in March 
to campaign to campaign for - 
a higher profile for these is- ’ 
sues at the next election. , 

Real World representatives 
wrote to each party leader 
a sking for support lor their < 
agenda, which includes high- 
er spending on rebuilding 
communities and overseas , 
aid, a Bill of Rights and 
greener economic, energy 
and transport policies. t 

Mr Major's response, ad- 
dressed to Carolyn Miller, head 
of programmes at Save the 
Children Fund, and revealed in 
today's New Statesman maga- 
zine, expresses “surprise" that 
charities and voluntary groups 
should “associate themselves 


with a largely political statement 
of objectives and policy pro- 
posals". 

He goes on to attack Real 
World’s agenda for reform, 
which he says would “under- 
mine Britain's economic com- 
petitiveness ... and make strong 
government impossible." 


Tl% 4 AO 


detail from John Major's letter 


charities were summoned to a 
meeting in London on 31 July. 

“There was some concern 
that Mr Major's letter was 
threatening us and that meet- 
ing the Commissioners was a 
put-up job." said NeQ Mac- 
Donald, head of SCFs infor- 
mation programme. “In the 
event it was all very amicable. 
This is new ground for us and 
the Charity Commissioners 
and it deeded clarification." 

Sara Parkin, the former 
Green Party spokesperson 
and a prominent member of 
Real World, described the let- 
ter as: “No more than 1 would 
have expected from Mr Ma- 
jor. It is very depressing." 

An Oxfam spokesman em- 
phasised that Real World's 
charity members had been 
very careful to ensure they 
would not overstep Britain's 
strict charity rules by joining 


the coalition. “Each of us only 
A fortnight after Mr Major's campaigns on those parts of the 
letter was sent, on 34 May. every Real World agenda for reform 
charity member of Real World which come directly within our 
was contacted by the Charity remit. We are campaigning on 
Commissioners, raising con- politics with a small p," he said, 
ccms about the legality of their A spokesman for No 10 said 
membership. Around* a dozen Mr Major “stood by his letter". 
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Portrait of power: Blood, Sweat and Tears, a portrait of Sir Winston Churchill which has hung in 10 Downing Street 
election victory in 1979, being sold fOr £150,000 at Sotheby’s in London yesterday 



since the Conservatives' 
Photograph; David Rose 



Drugs-bust police 
falsified evidence 




-■ I 


One bill. 


Three men jailed eight yeais ago 
far their alleged involvement in 
a dru^ factory were cleared yes- 
terday when the Court of Ap- 
peal held that officers of a 
regional crime squad bad falsi- 
fied their surveillance logbook 
and lied to the court when 
challenged about iL 

The appeal judges said the 
Crown's case at the trial - that 
the log entries made by crime 
squad officers based at Bark- 
ingside, east London, were 
made contemporaneously with 
the events - could not be sup- 
ported. “We are satisfied that 
the log was written ex post fac- 
to said Lord Justice Wind, sit- 
ting with Mr Justice Blofeldand 
Mr Justice Forbes. 

“The authenticity of the log 
had become such an issue at the 
trial that doubts about its com- 
pilation inevitably cast doubt 


upon the accuracy, truthfulness 
and reliability of the other ma- 
terial recorded in it, namely the 
crucial observations. 

“The Crown frilly accept that 
if the evidence of the Region- 
al Crime Squad as to the prepa- 
ration of the log was false - and 
we find that it is - then the con- 
victions are unsafe." 

The judges had also heard 
fresh evidence relating to a de- 
fence allegation that the de- 
tective inspector in charge of the 
London Docklands drugs bust 
- code-named Operation 
Trooper - planted a bag of am- 
phetamines in a car belonging 
to one defendant 

Lord Justice Ward said a 
photograph which, it was sug- 
gested, might show the officer 
approaching the car, had been 
suppressed, and an air of mys- 
tery remained around the alle- 


gation of planting. The court 
was not satisfied that drugs 
were planted, but the fresh ev- 
idence was sufficient Iv credible 
and cogent that it was capable 
of inducing a reasonable doubt 
in the minds of the jurors. 

The judges quashed the 10.SS 
convictions of Charles “Chic" 
Matthews and Kevin “Tommy" 
Hole of conspiring to supply 
amphetamines. Mr Matthews 
has served his 10-year sentence, 
but Mr Hole, who was uIm ■ e. »n- 
victed of having a bag *»f the 
drug in his car with intent to 
supply, committed suicide while 
serving his eight-year term. His 
appeal was referred to (he court 
posthumously by the Hume 
Secretary. 

Joe Pykett, who was jailed for 
13 years for conspiring to pro- 
duce and supply amphetamines, 
was freed with immediate effect. 


Heseltine puts boot into 
ramblers’ right to roam 


Orange Talkshare. Two reduced 
price phones. One Talk Plan with 
shared minutes. One connection 
charge. One monthly bill. 

■ 60 minutes of free taik time to share 
each month for only £37.50 (plus VAT). 

■ Calls between Orange phones only 
lOp per minute (plus VAT) throughout 
the week. 

■ Weekend calls only 5p per minute 
(plus VAT) for at! local, national and 
Orange to Orange calls. 

■ Orange benefits include per second 
billing, free 12 months insurance with 

Find out more about Talkshare at 



Dancall del twin pack 


(r. r. p.) 


24 hour replacement and a 14 day 
money back guarantee. 

Both phones will receive new numbers 
from Orange Personal Communications 
Sen/ices Ltd. 

Connection to Orange Talkshare is 
subject to status and a one off 
connection charge of £30 (plus VAT). 

Your Orange contract will be for a 
minimum of 12 months. 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

Michael Heseltine yesterday 
stoked the political toes in the 
“right- to- roam" debate - de- 
scribing Labour’s plans as un- 
workable and “a menace" to 
termers in the countryside. 

The deputy Prime Minister’s 
outburst, in response to a sug- 
gestion that landowners who re- 
ceive stale subsidies could nol 


public access to the moots, took 


the lid off an attempt by the 
Country Landowners' Associa- 
tion to present its conference at 
Westminster as a search for 
consensus. 

As the prospect of a Labour 
government has loomed larger, 
so the CLAs campaign for a vol- 
untary approach to increased 
access has gathered pace. But 
Tbny Blair has not wavered on 
his rambler-predecessor John 
Smith's commitment to give 
the public a right to mam over 
mountain and moor, subject to 
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common-sense restrictii >ns Tor 
management and conservation. 

Ewen Cameron, president 
of the CLA, acknowledged that 
the access debate had been 
“bedevilled with high emotion, 
accusation and lack of consen- 
sus". But on a very crowded is- 
land, satisfactory access could 
only be achieved by willing 
partnership, he said. ~ . 

Elliot Morley, Ljlioursy 
spokesman on rural allairs.* 
commended voluntary initia- 
tives and said the party certainly 
would not be going into the elec- 
tion on the slogan -Vote 
Labour for a bobble hat at 
every window". 

There would be no rush into 
legislation and Labour would 
consult widely, but there was 
also an issue of fairness. 

Leading Article, page 17 


A PEACEFUL 
CHRISTMAS 

With gratitude tor y0 ur 
donaa ° ns throughout ail 
seasons, we wish you 
our friends, the gift Q . a 
PearaM Christmas. 

May the love that V0|l 
have shown to the sick a , 
St Joseph's be warmly 
reflected In your home. 

Sister Superior 

ST. JOSEPH'S 
HOSPICE 











DO YOU WANT THE UK TO 

BE PART OF A 
FEDERAL EUROPE?* 

OR 



DO YOU WANT THE UK TO 
RETURN TO AN ASSOCIATION 
OF SOVEREIGN NATIONS 
THAT ARE PART OF A 
COMMON TRADING MARKET?^ 


% By “a Federal Europe” it is meant a European Union with supranational political 
institutions, including The European Parliament, The European Commission, and The 
European Court of Justice, and in which every nation must apply European Law, and 
which would bring about Economic and Monetary Union. 

f A common trading market would allow the free movement of goods, services, labour 
and capital, whilst limiting the power of the Community institutions exclusively to 
ensuring that that marketplace would be efficient, competitive and fair. 

N.B. The precise wording of the question to be put to the electorate and the conditions necessary to obtain a fair debate and vote should be established by Parliament. 




Let the people decide 



If you support the Referendum Party's aims, call FREEPHONE 0800 919753 Clines open 700 am — 11.00 pm 7 days a week), 
. or write to the : Referendum Party, PO Box 1, Portishead, Bristol, BS20 8BR. Please quote REF 1/28/11. 

. . This advertisement prepared by Banks Hoggins O’Shea on behalf of the publisher, the Referendum Party, 1st Floor, Dean Bradley House, 52 Horseferry Road. London SW1P 2AF. 
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General Synod: Anglican elders are ringing the changes in church disciplinary measures^and^owei^olit^. 

Gay clergy to 


shelter under 
bishops’ wings 


Andrew Brown 

religious Affaire Correspondent 

Anglican bishops will be able to 
protect gay priests from disci- 
plinary trib unals, ihe Church of 
England’s General Synod un- 
SKpectedly derided yesterday. 

The Rev Michael Vasey, an 
ev sngelical gay theologian, won 
30 amendment to the discipli- 
nary process which would 
enable bishops to refuse to act 
on complaints “except in cases 
involving specified injury to 
individual persons". 

His amendment was described 
after the vote as “a charter for 
sodomy” by Mrs Margaret 
Brown, a prominent campaign- 
er against women priests and 
gays. 

Dr \fasey hims elf told the 
synod that, without his amend- 
ment, the proposed new system 
of church courts would allow 
campaigners “with the aid of a 
computer, to take to law every 
gay priest in the Church of Eng- 
land who has a partner, every 
bishop who connives at the ad- 
mission of children to commu- 
nion before confirmation" and 
every evangelical clergyman who 
used an unauthorised service. 


There was little doubt in the 
minds of synod members which 
of these cases was the most im- 
portant Earlier this year, Dr 
Vasey published a book arguing 
that present-day Christians 
should not be bound by the 
Biblical fulminations against 
homosexuality. Reform, an 
evangelical pressure group cam- 
paigning against gay clergy, at- 
tempted to have him sacked 
from the theological college 
in Durham where he teaches. 

Yet his amendment was 
passed by a fairly dear major- 
ity, and without much drama. It 
was the second major change 
this week to the system of 
church courts proposed by a 
working party under Canon 
Alan Hawken on TUesday the 
synod rejected the idea that 
these courts could try doctrinal 
offences, and now they will 
only try such sexual offences as 
a bishop thinks should be tried. 

The Bishop of Hereford, the 
Right Rev John Oliver, put be- 
fore the synod a hypothetical 
case: "A clerical member of this 
synod who comes down to Lon- 
don ... meets an old flame and 
commits adultery. Neither his 
wife nor his bishop know about 


the affair but a complaint is 
made and the bishop sees the 
clergyman and his wife and the 
matter is sorted out. But, if 
the complainant was bloody- 
minded, he could insist on his 
complaint going to the disciplin- 
ary tribunal and, under the pro- 
posals, the bishop can't stop iL” 
The usually effective evan- 
gelical political machine tailed 
in both cases to remove the dis- 
cretion of bishops whom it sees 
as liberals. Mrs Brown, a voc- 
iferous traditionalist, com- 
plained after yesterday’s vote 
that the synod had been bam- 
boozled. “I think people were 
not aware of what it was," she 
said. "He blinded us with peop- 
le who are looked on to be res- 
pectable. But there was a 
hidden agenda. It's sodomy." 

She added: “The church is 
longing for the clergy to stand 
up and be counted. Where 
there has been adultery, living 
openly in a homosexual rela- 
tionship, or denying the virgin 
birth and the bodily resurrection 
of Christ, 1 want these cases 
brought out in open court 
“We will be better off with 
500 priests who are good, than 
many thousand who are bad." 



" Holy smoke: Members of the General Synod taking time out at Church House in London yesterday 



VwitaTa,. 

30 -GOmmZOOM GAMBIA 

• ktfarmation exchange. 
eD^e/tirneback p rimrig. 

• Aufcrftesh with ‘red-eye’ reduction. 

• Drop* toadtog. Was 00939. 


Photo^ph^ndrEwBuurma?/^ 

outlaw the 


Cathedrals 
feuding priesthood 


Andrew Brown 


The General Synod yesterday 
approved wide-ranging changes 
to the go v ernment of cathedrals, 
designed to ensure that the 
long-running feud at Lincoln 
Cathedral can never be re- 
peated. Proposals to remove the 
right of cathedral deigy to jobs 
for life will also be brought for- 
ward by the synod’s revision 
committee, after a heartfelt 
plea from a Lincoln vicar, the 
Rev Peter Mullins. 

The shadow of the Lincoln 
feud stretched over yesterday’s 
debate. But there was laughter 
and applause for Roger Atkin- 
son, a lay member of the syn- 
od from the city, when said that 
he thought the feud would only 
end when the main protagonists, 
the Dean, Dr Brandon Jackson, 
and the Sub-Dean, Canon Rex 
Davies, “pass into my jurisdic- 
tion as the coroner of the dty". 

Since Dr Jackson arrived in 


Lincoln in 1988, the two men 
have exhausted professional me- 
diators, survived investigations 
by the Fraud Squad, and refused 
the public exhortations of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr 
George Carey, to resign. Dr 
Jackson was acquitted last year 
after a three-day trial on charges 
of adultery with Ms Verity Free- 
stone, a cathedral verger. He has 
said that he will resign only if 
Canon Davies does. 

The measure which the syn- 
od sent forward fra revision yes- 
terday will set up a committee 
with lay membership to run all 
cathedrals. The bishop will at on 
the committee, and appoint a 
chairman, but he will have no 
vote. At present the older, 
“dean-and-chapter” cathedrals, 
like Lincoln, are run under 
constitutions in which only the 
canons of the cathedrals have 
power. The Bishop of Lincoln, 
the Right Rev Robert Hardy, 
has repeatedly called for his 


cathedral chapter to resign; the 
dean has responded only by de- 
manding that the bishop resign . 

Some of the newer cathedrals 
have protested against the re- 
forms on the grounds that they 
already have lay representation 
on their governing bodies, and 
that the reforms will force them 
to diminish this to come into line 
with everyone else. 

But the Dean of Durham, the 
Very Rev John Arnold, said yes- 
terday that the reforms, which 
were suggested by a commission 
chaired by Lady Howe in 1994. 
would not produce “a unitary... 
system of government". 

Professor David McGean. 
introducing the measure, said: 
“The individual traditions of 
a cathedra] can find expression*.- 
they can have their Quinque 4 * 
Personae and their Six Preach- 
ers... But the key features of 
a chapter, a council, and a 
college of canons will be found 
everywhere." 


£ 65 m smuggling 
operation smashed 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


One of the largest alcohol and 
cigarettes smuggling operations 
in Britain - worth an estimat- 
ed £65m - was smashed yes- 
terday by Customs investigators. 

Forty people were arrested 
and about 100 businesses and 
homes were raided during the 
national and international 
investigation. 

In the hugest operation of its 
kind ever undertaken by HM 
Customs and Excise's national 
investigation service, huge 
quantities of smuggled wines, 
beers, spirits and cigarettes 
were recovered. 

It is estimated that the frauds 
uncovered cost at least £65m in 
lost duty. 

Yesterday's operation in- 
volved raids on premises as far 
apart as Newcastle upon Tyne, 
ley in West Yorkshire, 


Birmingham, various locations 
in Essex and Kent, and Poole in 
Dorset 

The raids coincide with the 
Budget announcement that the 
Government is to launch a 
crackdown on revenue fraud, 
smuggling and tax evasion, in an 
attempt to raise £Z5bn more lax 
over the next three years. Al- 
cohol and tobacco manufac- 
turers have bitterly complained 
that vast quantities of goods are 
being brought over from France 
supposedly for personal use, but 
are being sold on the black mar- 
ket and illegally in shops. Smug- 
glers have been making daily 
trips to France and filling v ans 
with drink and tobacco. 

At least three types of fraud 
are thought to have been foiled 
by yesterday’s operation. 

In the first, large quantities 
of spirits and cigarettes, classi- 
fied as duty-free because they 
were ostensibly for export, are 


believed to have been sold on 
to the home market. 

In another fraud, beer, wines 
and spirits were smuggled into 
this country from France with- 
out any duty being paid at the 
point of entry. 

In addition, investigators are 
probing the alleged fraudulent 
reclaiming of duties originally 
paid in respect of beer'which 
should have been exported, but 
which was in fact sold on the 
home market. 

As well as the illicit alcohol, 
investigators impounded cash, 
cars, lorries and trailers. 

Jim McGregor, the service" * 
deputy chief investigation offi- 
cer, said: “This extensive oper- 
ation is the culmination of 
intensive investigation both in 
the UK and abroad, aimed at 
major criminal organisations 
defrauding the Exchequer of 
very large sums of excise dim 
and VAT” 


No more Fawlty hotels 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Tourists should be spared the 
trauma of staying in Basil 
Fawlty-style hotels when they 
visit Britain by being offered a 
national star-rating system for 
holiday accommodation, a 
cross-party Commons select 
committee said. 

The system would end the 
confusion of the present star- 
rating system operated by a wide 
range of bodies, including the 
three tourists boards for Eng- 
land, Wales and Scotland, and 
motoring organisations such as 
the RAC and the AA. 

The Commons select com- 
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mitiee on National Heritage 
heard that the tourist boards 
and the motoring organisations 
will produce a unified star- 
rating system for hotels in 
Britain by the end of the year. 

But the committee, chaired 
by Gerald Kaufman, the former 
shadow foreign secretary, said 
if that did not work the Gov- 
ernment would have to step in 
with a compulsory statutory 
scheme to warn tourists of the 
Fawlty Tbwers-style hotels. As 
a first step, the committee rec- 
ommended that a statutory list 
be drawn up of premises offer- 
ingaocommodation to visitors. 

The Secretary of State for 
National Heritage, Virginia 
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Bottomley. warned lhai asiaiu- 
toiy star-rating scheme would 

be bureaucratic and the lourist 

mdustry would have to hear the 
cost It a>uld raise the pros pea 
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The committee said the | ev . 
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Magistrates find 
no ease for ‘name 
and shame’ plan 


- ” wifa Wynn Davies 


Ap'^wunent initiative to al- 
low courts to name and shame 
^ en Se8 who commit mino r of- 
fences was effectively killed off 
yesterday after magi^nir^ jg. 

flawed^ * , ^ tQ 88 ser ‘ ous ^ 

Under the proposal, magis- 
trates at a youth court could 
name a defendant under the age 
of 18 if they decided it wasm 
the public interest The initia- 
tive is aimed at persistent of- 
fenders and nuisance crimes. 

But the Magistrates’ Associ- 
ation said yesterday that the 
scheme would encourage 
greater offending and stigmatise 
innocent siblings. The success 
of the scheme would also de- 
pend on journalists being pre- 
sent at the youth courts- which 
rarely happens - and for the de- 
tails to be published or broad- 
cast 

Atpresent restrictions on 
identification cost to protect ju- 
veniles because of their age and 
vulnerability. Under the Gov- 
ernment’s plan, those acquitted 
would retain their anonymity. 
Reporters at Crown courts, 
where more serious offences are 
dealt with, can already name ju- 
veniles at the judge’s discretion. 

David Maclean, the Home 
Office minister, announced the 
latest proposals as an amend- 


ment to the Crime (Sentences) 
Bill, currently going through its 
committee stage at Westmin- 
ster. He said: "The prospect of 
being identified publicly may act 
as a deterrent to young of- 
fenders. It should also prompt 
many of them and iheir fami- 
lies to think more carefully 
about their actions. 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Magistrates' Association said: 
“We are not keen. It can cause 
siblings who are not guilty dif- 
ficulty at school It can cause the 
offenders to be hero-worshiped 
if they get their name in the pa- 
per. Also, in the majority of cas- 
es, the local community already 
know who the offenders are 
without splashing their names 
in the paper.” 

“We are very pleased that the 
Government has allowed us 
discretion whether to use the 
powers or not," she added. 

■ Another Government 
amendment to the Crime Bill is 
likely to increase the daily 
prison population by 1,400 in- 
mates, requiring two extra jails, 
penal groups warned yesterday. 

The amendment to the Bill's 
so-called “honesty in sentenc- 
ing” provisions would ensure 
that the sentence for a prison- 
er now sentenced to between 
three months and four years 
should be fixed at two-thirds of 
the current level, not one-half 
as the Bill presently dictates. 



Earl Russell, who was yesterday named ‘Peer of the Year’ in the Highland Park/Spectator ‘Parliamentarian of the Year 
competition. The Secretary of State for Scotland, Michael Forsyth, was the overall winner Photograph: David Rose 
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NEW! NO CLAIM MONEY 
BACK 5-YEAR WARRANTY 1 


You simply can't buy better protection than the new Five Star SuperCover 
Extended Warranty from Comet For real peace of mind, a single premium 
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Telecoms 

regulator 

to police 

digital TV 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


The Government yesterday 
tabled its long-awaited guide- 
lines on digital television, con- 
firming that wide powers wfll be 
exercised by Oftel, the telecoms 
regulator, m the regulation of 
digital set-top boxes. 

But the announcement drew 
a mixed response from leading 
broadcasters, including the 
BBC, who said that they would 
not be enough to ensure fair and 
open competition in the supply 
of digital television services. 
They warned privately that Ru- 
pert Murdoch’s BSkyB, already 
the dominant pay-TV broad- 
caster, would emerge with con- 
trol of the digital gateway. 

Sky countered that the guide- 
lines looked “stricter than all 
other countries with djgtelTV". 

Unveffing the draft guidelines 
in Parliament yesterday, Ian 
Lang, President of the Board of 
"Bade, said: “The basic ap- 
proach of these regulations is to 
ensure that all broadcasters can 
gam access on fair, reasonable 
and noo-discriminatory terms, to 
any digital set-top braes which 
can receive their signal." 

He added: “We have made 
provision for a range of powers 
to allow the director general of 
Oftel [Don Cruickshank] to 
move quickly to firm and effec- 
tive enforcement in the event of 
any anti-competitive behaviour.” 

“This regulatory regime will 
not of itself ensure that UK 
viewers reap the full benefits of 
digital television," John Bin, Di- 
rector-General of the BBC, 
said. “It is essential for consumer 
choice and broadcast industry 
competition that no individual 
company or group of companies 
controls the digital gateway.” 

The ITV Association said it 
was “encouraged the Govern- 
ment had gone some way to- 
ward recognising the important 
issues we raised about condi- 
tional access". But it added: 
“They have not gone as far as 
we would have liked." 

The guidelines cover the 
vexed issue of “conditional ac- 


cess" to digital television - the 
means by which consumers will 
be able receive television chan- 
nels, interactive services and the 
internet through digital trans- 
missions. . 

Traditional broadcasters had 

lobbied hard for a firmer ap- 
proach to control of the "gate- 
way," which thev fear will be 
dominated by BSkyB because 
Sky will be first in the market 
with its set-top boxes for a -00- 
channel digital satellite service, 
pl ann ed for next autumn. Plans 
by the cable industry and op- 
erators of digital terrestrial 
television to launch competing 
digital platforms arc lagging 
BSkyB's satellite preparations. 

lb avoid giving BSkyB an un- 
fair advantage as the “first 
mover” in the digital market, ri- 
val broadcasters had hoped for 
mandatory licensing of condi- 
tional access technology for all 
broadcasters, so that they would 
be able to supply consumers 
with their own “smart cards " .. 
iHat could be used in Sky sf 1 * 
boxes. Instead, the Govern- 
ment has decided to leave it to 
Oftel to decide whether BSkyB 
is operating fairly. 

“It is important that early in- 
vestment and innovation be re- 
warded." the DTI said 
yesterday, justifying its decision 
not to accept undue regulato- 
ry burden on those who invest 
first in the marketplace. 

Polly Toynbee, page 18 
Comment, page 21 



John Blrt: Concern over 
control of digital gateway 


Baldry fires 
new salvo in 
trawler war 




Nicholas Scboon 

Environment Correspondent 


The Government opened a new 
front in its war against “quota- 
hopping" foreign fishing vessels 
yesterday, threatening arrest 
for crews which could not speak 
English. 

The Fisheries Minister, Tony 
Baldry, said that in imple- 
menting a new European 
Union safety at sea directive, the 
Government wanted to insist 
that at least one crew member 
of any UK-registered vessel 
should be able to understand 
and make himself understood 
in English when communicat- 
ing in UK waters with the 
Coastguard and harbour mas- 
ters. Any breach of this could 
lead to a fishing boat being es- 
corted into a British port by a 
fisheries protection vessel to an- 
swer charges. 

“It seems to me perfectly rea- 
sonable that any fishing boat fly- 
ing the Red Ensign should have 
at least one person among the 
crew who can speak English," 
he told journalists. 


The struggle against quota- 
hopping was the top item in Mr 
Baldry's 10-point package for 
the future of the British fishing 
industry which he announced 
yesterday. 

About 160 British-registered 
boats are owned by firms or in- 
dividuals in other EU countries, 
chiefly Spain, and are largely 
foreign -crewed. They are allo- 
cated part of Britain’s fish quo- 
ta under the ELTS Common 
Fisheries Policy, even though 
they usually land their fish in 
other countries and the UK wins 
next to no economic benefit. 

These quota-hoppers repre- 
sent about 20 per cent of the 
UK fishing fleet, and they take 
40 per cent of the UK's plaice 
quota, 44 per cent of the hake 
and significant proportions of Y 
other spedes. * 

Mr Baldry said he would 
also press for decentralisation 
of the Common Fisheries Pol- 
ity, so that far more decision 
making oyer quotas and man- 
agement is done among small- 
er groups of nations concerning 
the waters they alone share 


Europe gives £L3bn 
to cut unemployment 


School leavers who can’t find 
jobs, the long-term unem- 
ployed, and women battling 
against discrimination in the 
workplace will be the principal 
beneficiaries of training 
schemes to be funded by a 
£1-3 bn grant for Britain ap- 
proved by the European 
Commission yesterday, writes 
Katherine Butler in Brussels. 

In a significant victory for 
supporters of devolved han- 
dling of EU grants, the Com- 
mission is insisting the schemes 

will have to be implemented on 

a regional basis, in contrast to 
previous spending prog ramme: 
which were controlled exclu- 


sively by Lone 
secretariats an 
will operate the 
Job-seekers 
16 and 24 will r 
ority; £626m ofl 
funnelled towar 
skills, training a 
rience. Scheme 
funding will fa 
people who hai 
have no vocation 

and are most 
becoming maij 
long-term unen 
targeted with 
£5 12m, those ' 
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Pill that can 



Susan Emmett 


Dystexia and a disorder that 
causes a form of childhood 
clumsiness could be treated by 
taking three fatty adds in piU 
form, it was claimed yesterday. 

Researchers at the Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School at 
Hammersmith Hospital, west 
London, have shown that 
dyslerics have abnormal brain 
chemistry that can be correct- 
ed by treatment with fats. 

And a combination of tuna 
oil, evening primrose oil, vita- 
min E and thyme oil was shown 
to allow better communication 
between the eye and die brain. 

A separate by study by the 
University of Surrey revealed 
that children with dyspraxia - 
also known as “dumsy ddd syn- 
drome” - were less awkward af- 
ter taking fatty adds. Fifteen 
children with dyspraxia were 
tested on co-ordination, fine 
movement and balance. 

In tests over three months^he 
children improved their manu- 
al dexterity and balance. Re- 
searchers say this led to 
improved writing skills and be- 
haviour as well as the co-ordi- 
nation needed for normal 
playground activities. But there 
was still a gap between their 
dolls ami those of other children. 

Dr Jackie Stordy, a nutri- 
tionist from the University of 


Surrey, said dyslexia, 
ia and attention deficit 
were closely associated - lead- 
ing to problems which are dis- 
tressing both for children and 
their parents. Such problems of- 
ten lead to disruptive behaviour 
and failure at school. 

Five per cent of school dnl- 
drenare very dyslexic and a fur- 
ther 15 per cent have the 
disorder in a mild form. 

Attending yesterday’s con- 
ference on the research, were 
the parents of 12-year-old 
Christopher Marshall, who was 
identified as being dyslexic 
when he was eight and has suf- 
fered from low self-esteem to 
the point of pulling out his 

hair and harmin g; hrmgpJf Since 

be started taking the supple- 
ment Efalex-a combination of 
the oils - a year ago, bis parents 
say he has improved at school 
and become much calmer. 

Mr Dennis Bateman, a 
dyslexia consultant, said: “I 
think the Efaksc certainty (fid in- 
fluence him bat Tm not sure it 
was the only factor. His con- 
centration is now far better 
and his productivity has im- 
proved but this conld be doe to 
his maturing.” 

Liz Brooks, executive direc- 
tor for the Dyslexia Institute, 
said: “It does appear to help the 
brain work more smoothly. Bat 
the biggest problem with 


DAILY POEM 


The Artist’s Wife 

By Tessa Rose Chester 

‘An active line on a walk' - Paul Klee 

My line returns from its walk ... 

more smudged than I remember, 

blurred by continuing rain. 

Almost a wash of grey. 

Dressedin several charcoal'Veils 
it appears insubstantial, 

. *•< ; ■*» • ■*: • ••yf - •• • 

aroumf the eyes, the breast ' 

[ts ashy curves 
slip deep like a river 

down stabs to the gfremy place 
where I have been waiting 

to draw this wet vein, 
this dark blood 

into my arms again. . 

Tessa Rose Chester was first an illustrator and is now curator 
of children’s bools at Bethnal Green Museum of Childhood. 
Oxford published her first. collection Provisions cf Light 
earlier this month. 


b]\ i: YOUR MUM 
IE BUST CAMS P0SSIB1.L. 
A l-THR ALL, 
that's wiiat shh 
g ut; you. 
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. Remember when you were a child. The 
grazed knees. The nightmares.. The measles. 
Who was always there to look after you? Mum- 
She always took the best care of you she could. 

Mow you can do the same For hen 
"• you can find the best possible nursing home 
; for your mum, or indeed. any elderly relative, 
simply by calling BUPA CareFinder, the free 
Nursing. Home Advisory Service. You will talk 
io sympathetic, experienced nurse advisors 
whd will analyse your relative’s care needs and 
/provide you with . details of BUPA Inspected 
and accredited homes. 

- CaU 0645 600 300 quoting reference IN 7 

. local rare to find bur more about ihls free service, 

/which is Open to’ everyone, not just BUPA 


members. 


nra i d gawWi pilwhi ■ 


ia is the inability to master lan- 
guage skills. I haven’t seen any 
evidence that it helps children 
deal with words.” 

The central feature of dyslex- 
fas difficulty in learning to read 
and wrile,altfaough particular 
problems with short-term mem- 
ory and M fT^gwg things m or- 
der are dasac symptoms. Thales 
like remembering telephone 

n umbe r* and lf aming rrmltrpH- 

catiotk tables are very d25co& for 
dyslerics. Many also have diffi- 
learning to tie shoelaces, do 
op buttons, balance, and catch. 

D y spraxia is a motor co-or- 
dination diem y ky affecting in- 


wtrich leads to dnrosmess and 
balance problems. Abo^ 2 per 
cent of children are affected. 



Renewal: Ian Rocfcley, a fish 
River Tetse near Tunbridge Wells 


farmer, and Andrea Buckley; of Kent Area Environment Agency, releasing barbel, dace, chub and roach into the 
itts in Kent. Thousands of fish were destroyed by a chemical spillage In April Photograph: Brian Horn- 
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Local authorities 
to take what the 
Budget has given 


CoGn Brown, 

Nicholas Schoon 
and JmBth Judd 

Homeowners and tenants will fapp 
increases of at least six per cent in 
their council tax next year to foot 
Part of the Ml for the one penny 
cut in income tax announced yes- 
terday in the Budget 

Local councils predicted cuts in 
a broad range of services in 1997, 
saying the cash settlement they 
were getting from central Gov- 
ernment was even tighter than last 
year’s. Labour estimated Lhat it 
would mean a rise for average 
Band D council tax payers of 
around £40 next year, but it could 
be higher in many areas. John 
Gummer, the Environment Sec- 
retary, said the average band D 
council tax bill could be £391 next 
year. 

Mr Gummer said he intended 
England's councils to spend £45.7 
billion in the next financial year - 
25 per cent more in than they 
should have spenL this year and a 
rise which is just below the current 
rate of inflation. But he also made 
it dear that they were expected to 
finance a substantially larger rise 
in education spending. 3.6 per 
cent, phis similar rises for fire 


brigades and policing. That means 
below-inflatlon increases for oth- 
er services, which will either have 
to be cut or maintained by mea- 
sures which increase efficiency. 

But the financial stresses' on 
councils will be even greater, be- 
cause trade unions will be putting 
them under pressure for above-in- 
flation increases in wages, and 
because many are already spend- 
ing more than their decreed Gov- 
ernment budget 
That means they will shed jobs 
- up to 30,000 was the loss sug- 
gested by the Chartered Institute 

Leading article, page 17 
Hamish McRae, page 19 
Business, page 20 


of Public Finance and Accoun- 
tancy. 

More than three quarters of fi- 
nance for local ojuncils comes from 
central Government either in 
grants or through the local rates for 
businesses which it sets. This total 
from Whitehall to the councils is 
going up by only 1.5 per cent - 
which is why council tax,has to go 
up by double the rate of inflation. 

Frank Dobson, the Shadow En- 


vironment Secretary, said: ‘The 
Tories are giving with one hand and 
taking away with the other.” 

The Government is also setting 
a tight spending limit on councils 
- any which tty to spend above their 
cap will have central government 
funds withdrawn. For several coun- 
cils, which are spending more than 
the Government thinks they 
should this year, lhat means they 
can only increase their budgets by 
one per cent or less - well under 
the rate of inflation. 

Mr Gummer rejected scrap- 
ping the caps on spending, alter de- 
ciding that restraint on the councils 
was needed to fulfil the Govern- 
ment’s target of reducing overall 
public expenditure as a proportion 
of GDP to 40 per cent and lower 
after next year. 

The Environment Secretary was 
blamed last year by Gillian Shep- 
hard, the Education Secretary, for 
failing to secure enough to pay for ' 
teachers. 

The Government is giving the 
highest priority to spending on 
schools for the run-up to the elec- 
tion. Of the £591 million extra mon- 
ey promised for schools in this 
year’s settlemen t for councils, £500 
million will be needed just to keep 
pace with inflation. 



Grim reaper: A protester demonstrating yesterday against Budget aid cuts Photograph: Reuters 


Aid cuts ‘are 
a war of 
attrition on 
world’s poor’ 

SEsas-sM* 

agencies, said Brilishjud lothcThird 

World would be slashed by 
-Is this the hallmark of a . embed 

SSSSSiXSS^ 

rssstissw-i 

overseas aid joined the agencies to ucg 
the Government to think again 

The group, which includes the Ri Kcj 
RichardHarries, Bishop of Oxford, wui 
TUC General Secretary, John Monh-s 
said properly targeted aid promoted 
long-term development and growth 
and could help prevent conflict. 

-We are dismayed that the Government 
has made a further cut to its already 
de clinin g aid budget, particularly at 
timer when Central Africa is in crisis, 
they said in a joint statement. 

O are Short, Labour spokesman for 
overseas development, described the 
new cuts as “immoral". She said: “Last 
year, they cut overseas aid by £124m and 
promised an increase this year of £47m. 

But the Overseas Development 
Ad minis tration said cuts to £2bn in 
1997/98 and £2.1 bn in 1998/99 reflected a 
£150m fall in the amount Britain was 
forecast to pay through the European 
Union. The Treasury has guaranteed to 
pay any spending in excess of the 
forecasts, while Britain's bilateral aid 
budget has been protected at £971m. 
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Save on your next 
BT phone bill With 

2 free BT minutes 
for every E 1 you 
spend at The Link* 













SERIES 3c PALMTOP 


Enjoy the power of real communications 
with this new generation of Psion 
Palmtop Computers. 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 
i Infra-red data transmitter 
• Jotter facility offers quick note taking 
• Built-in RS 232 port for connecting peripherals 
• PC compatible spreadsheet, documents and databases 
i Full agenda facility 

with pop-up calendar Series 3c 2Mb version 

• Stylish soft-feel 




.Bit 


• Massive2Mb 


memory 


Abo avaPahtc 

Serbs 3c IMb version PLUS 

6 MONTHS BfTEPEST FREE OPTION* 


Packard Bell dbio 

Databank 

• 10Kb memory 

• Schedule function 

• Memo facility 

I*W£TM9 

,.99 



Packard Bell dbm 

Deluxe Electronic 
Organiser 

• 64Kb memory size 

« Memo & sch edule facil ity 

• Expenses 

manager CJ&99 


Texas ps67so si 

Electronic Organiser 

• 64Kb memory size 

• Unique Iwfiqto backlighting 

• pc Compatible data 


e69.99 




5x2™°* Organiser 
•Agenda, spn-adsheet 

• Database function 


£29* 

Also available: 

[f^na 512m, Organim- 


You'll make 
a for better choice 
at The Link! 

With 70 stores nationwide, 
you’ll discover a huge range of 
mobSe phones and advanced 
communication products it's the 
biggest choice in the High Street 
Our friendly, helpful staff will 
help you make the right purchase 
to suit your needs and your pocket 
With fantastic offers every 
week, why go anywhere else! 

FREEPHONE 
0500 222 666 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE AND 
TO ORDER DIRECT 



THE BIGGEST CHOKE 
We are spedafistsin ataxnonrication 
products trom motile phones, tsoes. 
jagers, teteptioiws.wganfeera and 
palmtop computers -it's the Hugest 
choke ki the UK. 


BVARTIAL EXPERT ACVTCE 
Or expert stafl are rncMv trained h 
al communication products and w# be 
happy to hel|> you make the choke 
that's rkfdtoryou. 
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cheaper locate wWwi7 days, wo 
reftmdthedfferenGB. 
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A range of insurance poOdesarafeMe 
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MONET BACK GUARANTEE 

H you aro not completely satisfied, 
return yow purchase tor a refund 
wtthJnM days far roofaie phone* 
7 days (or al other products. 
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Howard sets 
priorities in 
crime battle 


‘■i* 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Actioa against violent crime, 
burglaries, and drug trafficking, 
combined with a drive to get 
more bobbies on the beat, are 
the key policing priorities for the 
coming year, the Government 
said yesterday. 

The announcement came as 
the Home Office published a 
breakdown of the 3.7 per cent 
increase in funding to the 43 
police forces in England and 
Wales. 

After strong lobbying from a 
number of rural forces, the 
Home Office backed down on 
earlier proposals to give more 
to forces covering the larger ur- 
ban areas and has spread the ex- 
tra £247 m fairly equally among 
the various constabularies. 

Of the four largest forces, the 
Metropolitan police will get an 
extra £38.6m -about 2 per cent 
- to take their total to nearly 
£1.7bn. Greater Manchester 
receives an additional £8.6m to 
£35 lm. West Midlands £9.4m to 
£353m, and West Yorkshire 
£6.6m to £267m. Hie total bud- 
get for the forces is about 
£73bn. 

Ray White, president of the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers .and Chief Constable of 
Dyfed-Fowys, said police wel- 
comed the settlement, but 
warned: “Police budgets in gen- 
eral do remain under heavy 
pressure due. for example, to in- 
creasing public demand, new 
legislation, and pension com- 
mitments. There is need to 


malre provision for considerable 
investment in new technology to 
improve efficiency." 

As well as announcing the 
funding proposals. Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
said his policing priorities for 
1997-98. were to maintain and 
if possible increase the detection 
rate for violent crime; to target 
and prevent crimes which are a 
particular local problem, in- 
cluding drug-related criminal- 
ity; to provide high-visibility 
policing so as to reassure the 
public; and to respond prompt- 
ly to emergency calls from the 
public. 

He said: “My proposals 
demonstrate our continuing 
commitment to helping the po- 
lice in the fight againsl crime. 
This is good news for the Police 
Service and good news for lo- 
cal comm uni lies." 

He added: “The Prime Min- 
ister promised more cash to pay 
for extra bobbies on the beat. 
This promise will be met next 
year as it was this. Every force 
will receive a fair share of the 
funding for 5,000 extra police 
constables over three years." 

Jack Straw, shadow Home 
Secretary, was sceptical about 
the pledges. He said: “Michael 
Howard's promise to provide an 
extra 2,000 police officers will 
be greeted with extreme scep- 
ticism by a public weary of bro- 
ken Tbry promises. 

“At the last general election. 
John Major promised an extra 
1,000 officers in a year. Yet 
numbers have actually fallen 
since 1992." 




Heritage cut 
puts art at risk 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


Works of art and other nation- 
al treasures have been put at 
greater risk of being exported 
and lost to the country as a re- 
sult of a 37 percent cut in Bud- 
get support for the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund. 

Set up to remember those 
who have given their lives for 
Britain, the fund's grant has 
been cut from £8m in the cur- 
rent financial year to £5m next 
year. The cut exemplifies fears 
expressed by leading figures in 
the heritage world that the Lot- 
tery is increasingly being seen 
by ministers as a substitute for 
state supporL 

Lord Rothschild, Chairman 
of NHMF said it was “a sad 
day"* when an institution which 
had done so much for such a 
small outlay was to be so dras- 
tically undermined. 

Earlier this year, the fund 

gave a grant of £3^m to save the 
Becket Chasse, a casket depict- 
ing the martyrdom of St 
Thomas a Becket at Canterbury 
Cathedral. It is now on display 
at the Victoria and Albeit Mu- 
seum in London. 

In its 15 years, the NHMF 


i* 


rl 


,_A 


has, in the words of its chairman, 

^happfly steered dear of falling 
into the treacle of bureaucracy.” 

It has made over 1,000 awards 
and distributed over £175m - 
none of it lottery monev. 

One grant of £3m helped 
keep the neo-classical sculpture 
The Three Graces by Antonio 
Canova in Britain, but the fund 
has also helped save a colony of 
horse-shoe bats. 

Lord Rothschild said the 
budget cut meant: “The fund of 
last resort will no longer be in 
a position to save so maiiy 
items of national importance " 
Only last month, he called on 
John Major to honour his com- 
mitment that monev raised by 
the lottery would not’ replace ex- 
isting Government spending 
But Virginia Bottomlev See 
rotary of State for National 
Heritage, said her own view nf 
the lottery had “ahvavs been ta 
pragmat^ problem-solvin^ 

one .MrsBottomleyh a s al & 

ensured that Sir JocS 
Stevens, Chairman of English 
Heritage, was not force? X 

cany out his threat to quit S 

quango fared badly in Xf 
spending round. Eh* 
for 97^ will b .“Sy* 
£1.8m more than planned 
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From Demon Eyes to Honest John 
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Brown: 

n d sets Families 
itiesin better off 
battle un der us 


eyes or Jonn Major were urtveue 
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lohn Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 

Gordon Brown, the Shadow 
Chanoellor.set oat his aJterna- 
‘^tive Budget -iprogtamme "yes- 
terday, hsfing pi edges of smaller 
; school classes; shorter NHS 
; wailing lists, jobs for young 
r people and a “fair tax cut” in 
> VAT on fuel. ; . 

Leading a Commons debate 
on the Budget, and in his broad- 
cast reply to the Chancellor's 

• statement, he said “every fam- 
ily in Britain would be better 

• off” under Labour. 

Bolstered by overnight 
polling by the party which sug- 
gested that voters were unim- 
pressed by the Budget, believing 
that the Conservatives “give 
with one hand and take with the 

• other”, Mr Brown n e edled Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, 
and his number two, William 

: Waldegrave, into intervening in 
his speech. 

Mr Brown quoted the Chan- 
cellor’s interview at the end of 
September in which he admit- 
ted “the public will be deeply 
suspicious of any tax cuts in the 
Budget”. Mr Brown told MPK 
“His judgement on this trill be 
proved absolutely right" 

Mr Clarke leapt to his feet, 
declaring “I shouldn’t allow my- 
self to be provoked by this 
nonsense.” He insisted he had 
said the voters would be suspt- 
■ dons of unsustainable tax cuts. 

Mr Brown rcspondedwithsos- 
tained mockery, saying' that the 
1992 Tiny manifesto had got only 
one word wrong. Unfortunate- 
ly, seyeral key sentences had the 
word' “riot" missing, be said.. 
Where the manif esto said. “We 
will continue to reduce taxes”, 
h should have-read, “Ws will not 
continue to reduce taxes”. 

la every library in Britain, the 
Tory manifesto should be re- 


calalogned as a work of polrti 
cal fiction, he said. 

He sarcastically welcomed 
the Chancellor s conversion to 
the cause of dosing tax loop- 
boles, and quoted several of Mr 
Choke's dismissive remarks last 
year when Labour suggested bil- 
lions of pounds could be raised 
in this way. Closing loopholes 
was “as good as brass washers", 
“the economics alAIux in Won- 
derland" and “not a serious 
option for revenue raising" 
Mr Clarke had said. 

He then provoked Mr 
Whldegrave, Chief Secretary to 
the Treasury, to intervene to 
contest Labour's claim that 
NHS spending was planned to 
rise by just 0.2 and 0. 1 per cent 
in real terms after next year. 

But Mr Brown’s apparently 
detailed knowledge of the dis- 
puted figures enabled him to get 
the better of the exchange. 

He responded to a Tory at 
tack on his plans for a windfall 
tax on the privatised utilities to 
pay for a welfare-to-work pro- 
gramme. “The windfall tax is not 
a tax on ordinary families. VAT 
is a taxon ordinary families." he 
told the Commons. 

He underlined the feet that the 
tax burden will rise after the Bud- 
get measures come into effect, 
Becauseof the £lbn-a-year hang- 
over from previous tax rises. 

He quoted the figure for a net 
tax rise figure of £350m a year 
from.- the official Red Book. 
“Now I know the Chancellor 
didn’t read the Maastricht treaty, 
but he surely should haw read 
the Red Book," he said - 

Mr BTOwn underlined- his 
message in an innovatory 
broadcast last night, in which he 
declared; “It makes me angry 
that this morning; more than one 
million of otur. children went to 
primary school and sat in class- 
es of more than 30.” 
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i The search for the mole wbo 
leaked key Budget secrets 24 
hours in advance of Kenneth 
Clarke's speech began in 
earnest yesterday amid a welter 
' of contradictcuy press specula- 
tion, writes John RentouL 
The-Prime Minister said: “I 
think- the inquiries have made 
some progress . .. but we’re not 
* there yet: It was a disgraceful 
it was someone behaving in 
an nutruaworthy fashion. Ihope 
we wifi find out who kis soon and 
; I’m glad we. managed to p;l an 
[ injunction so nothing was print- 
*'? ed at advance. Tm delighted 
t theinjnnctioii was honoured.**'. 

: With dark; hints from gov-. 

: ®rainent sources that the doc- . 
■uraents returned to -Downing 
Street by the Doify JMZrror oil. 
Monday; . night 'contained; 

' “something storage” which 
identity the source,. re* 
P<wts on the niolehunt yeister- 


day focused on Peter Honnam, 
a freelance journalist who used 
to work for the newspaper. 

Piers Morgan, editor of the 
. Minor, said: “AW: have not paid 
any money. 1 am not going to 
gp into details of the source or 
private arrangements." - 
- A spokesman for Hie Sta- 
tionery Office was 

dropped when thehody was pri- 
vatised earlier this year - con- 
firmed h was co-operating with 
police inquiries. 

The Stationery Office is be- 
lieved to handle the printing of 
same of the press releases which, 
are issued with the formal Bud- 
get documents. It was 3d of these 
releases whidh were obtained by 
the Afimx The documents were 
■prebabty printed last Friday - the 
same day that the, new owners 
of ihe Stationery - Office an- 
nounced SQOredunds^^ 
effort to cut losses. ’ - 
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Poland shamed 

by child sex 
abuse scandal 





£*lriaii Bridge 

"Htral Europe Corespondent 

yesterday became the 
latest European country to be 
rocked by a child sex abuse 
scan dal when it emerged that 
inbre than 100 boys had been 
«ned into a homosexual pae- 


a former army officer. 

According to police investi- 
gators in the northern city of 
bzxzecm, foreigners, including 
Swedes, Germans and 
Russians, were among the cus- 
fofflera of the ex-officer, known 
fry his underworld name as 
“the Major". 

“Since the fall of the Berlin 
WaD, children from East Eu- 
rope have been particularly 
vulnerable to this sort of trade," 
said Helena Karlen of ECPAX 
a lobby group pressing for an 
end to child prostitution. “Freer 
travel and communication bas 
made them an easier target for 
western paedophiles.** 

Although the sexual abuse of 
children in Europe is hardly 
new, awareness of the problem 
was heightened by the grue- 
some revelations in Belgium 


earlier this year centering on 
MarcDutroux, the leader of an 
alleged paedophile ring in- 
volving the systematic abuse 
and even murder of young 
girls. 

Since then, further child sex 
rings have come to light in Hun- 
gary, Slovakia and Austria, 
prompting fears of an extensive 
network of inter-linked pae- 
dophile groups, many of which 
appeared to be making use of 
the Internet to transmit porno- 
graphic pictures of children 
and contact addresses. 

Initial findings in Szczecin 
point to more conventional 
methods of soliciting for cus- 
tom. According to police, “the 
Major” placed a series of ad- 
verts in gay magazines in which 
he offered to act as a go-be- 
tween for homosexuals seeking 
sex partners.The vast majority 
of the ex-officer's clients - 
which numbered more than 
1000 - were only interested in 
sex with other adults. But some 
100 to 150 bad specifically re- 
quested underage partners. 

The ring's existence was re- 
vealed late on Tuesday by Pol- 
ish television's Wiadomosci 


S rammc which showed I 
rit but electronically- 
blurred photographs of men 
and boys engaged in sexual 
activities. Boys interviewed in 
the programme, mainly aged 14 
or 15, said they had been picked 
up at railway stations and 
amusement arcades and taken 
back to the Major's home 
where, having been promised 
interesting computer games, 
they were plied with alcohol and 
sexually abused. 

Their names would then ap- 
pear on the ex-officer's register, 
where they would be listed as 
minors seeking “sponsors" who 
would support them financial- 
ly. One of the boys already 
questioned said he had bad a 
“sponsor” who promised to try 
and get him Swedish citizen- 
ship. 

“People you would never 
suspect, well-educated and 
well-established in their fields, 
can turn out to be child 
abusers," said Mrs Karlen. 
“And although they are obvi- 
ously not all connected or 
working through just one 
group, paedophiles will always 
try to cover up for each other." 
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Take aim: A demonstrator throws an egg at the Serbian television building in Belgrade during protests against a rerun of local 
the democratic opposition says it won freely and fairly on 17 November nnoragrap 
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Tudjman and 
Milosevic face 
mass protests 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Anti-government demonstra- 
tors in Serbia and Croatia took 
to the streets again yesterday as 
a tide of popular unrest gath- 
ered against the autocratic po- 
litical systems of Presidents 
Slobodan Milosevic and Fran- 
jolbdjinaxL 

Tens of thousands of Serbs 
marched through Belgrade to 
denounce the authorities for or- 
ganising a rerun of local elec- 
tions which the democratic 
opposition says it won finely and 
fairly on 17 November. 

In Zagreb, about 1,000 pub- 
lic sector workers called for the 
resignation of Croatia’s Prime 
Minister, Zlatko Matesa, dur- 
ing a demonstration for higher 
wages. Meanwhile, the liberal 
bead of Croatia's Supreme 
Court, Krunislav Olujic, who 
was suspended by the authori- 
ties on Tuesday for alleged sex 
with minors, condemned the de- 
cision as illegal and politically 
motivated. 

The protests pose difficult 

ernments, which have relied 
heavily on Mr Milosevic and Mr 
Ibdjman to keep the fragile 
year-long peace m former Yu- 
goslavia. Although neither 
leader appears on the point of 
falling from power, the demon- 
i strations are a reminder of the 
discontent and frustrations that 
have long lain below the surface 
in Serbia and Croatia. 

The Croatian protests were 
sparked by an inept attempt by 
| tne government to close a pop- 


wbile the Serbian unrest fol- 
lowed the annulment of mu- 
nicipal election victories by the 
opposition Zajedno (Togeth- 
er) coalition. Taken together, 
the protests have revealed a 
yearning for democratic change 
that places a question mark over 
the Western courtship of Mr 
Milosevic and Mr Tudjman as. 
agents of peace and stability in 
the Balkans. 

Both men were instrumental; 
in breaking up former Yu- 
goslavia and colluded, directly 
or indirectly, in the de facto par- 
tition of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
during the war of 1992-95. Yet 
both also made important con- 
tributions to last year's Dayton 
peace settlement. 

With thousands of Nato 
troops in Bosnia. Western gov- 
ernments have preferred to fo- 
cus on the roles of Mr Milosevic 
and Mr Tudjman as guarantors 
of the peace, rather than high- 
light the authoritarian features 
of their domestic systems. This 
has caused bitterness in the Ser- 
bian and Croatian opposition, 
whose raerabere contend that the 
West is compromising its prin- 
ciples by co-operating with Mr 
Milosevic and Mr Tudjman. 

Mr Tudjman vowed to resist 
foreign interference in Croatia's 
internal affairs under what he 
called the pretext of human 
rights concerns. 

Mr Milosevic has reacted to 
the unrest in Serbia by re- 
stricting the print run of the 
country’s most popular inde- 
pendent newspaper, Blic. He 
bas also ensured that state tele- 
vision has barely reported the 


Juppe passionate 
about the euro 


Mary Defevsky 

Paris 

The French Prime Minis ter. 
Alain Jupp6, yesterday mount, 
ed a forthright and stylish defence 
of the franc and France’s com- 
mitment to the single European 
currency, describing it as a “fac- 
tor for stability without prece- 
dent" that would give Europe a 
currency of “critical mass” in 

relation to the dollar and the yen. 

Mr Jupp6 also sUDOOrted Ger- 
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man calls for a monetary system 
that would embrace both those 
European currencies which in- 
tended 10 join the an^eanrerKy 

at the start, and those which did 
not (the “ins’* and the “outs”), to 
prevent the outs benefiting from 
the flexibility of their currency in 
the transitional period. He said 
he hoped such a mechanism 
would be agreed at the European 
summit in Dublin next month. 

MrJupp€ was opening a five- 
hour debate in the French par- 
fiament which had beencalled to 
hear a ministerial statement in 
advance of the Dublin summit 
but became, in effect, France's 


lkmentaiy debate on the euro. 
The transformation from hum- 


drum recital to high parliamen- 
tary occasion took place thanks 
to a magazine article penned by 
the former president, Valery 
Giscard d*Estaing, last week in 
which he advocated a de facto de- 
valuation of the franc, both 
against the Deutschmark and 
against the dollar. 

His discussion of two taboo 

subjerts - the pegging of the franc 

to the Deutschmark and the 
abandonment of the “strong 
franc” - had unleashed a torrent 
of passions for and against, and 
destabilised the franc on inter- 
national markets for several 
days. 

Mr Juppfi, with the dear baek- 
tng of President Chirac, used 
yesterday's debate to set out 
Frances “clear and coherent 
policy towards Europe" and to 
offer a point-by-poini rebuttal of 
the arguments deployed bv Mr 
Giscard d’Estaing. 

He insisted that the was no# 
need for any change in the rate 

Deutschmark 
whidi hadremaiaed "remarkably 
stable without any artificial de- 
vices over the months" and di- 
ed Ranee sstrongforeign t^ 
surplus as a reason why devalu- 
ation was unjustified. 
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— '‘It’s worse than you 
thfik, Monsieur Robert," our 
dnver- said. And who were we 
A* tdjdisbeUeve him? The stories 
Jthroat-cutting and rape in the 
wuntryside outside Algiers are 
tlue, the fear in the city almost 
palpable. 

JT kke your badge off,” an of- 
ficial shouted at me as I left a 
rovemmenl building yesterday 
noraing. He was being kind — 
he didn’t want me to walk the 
sjreets of Algiers with a ministry 
proclaiming my identity as 
•reign journalist. Staying 
' has become the preoccn- 
ition of evetyone here. 
“Algers La Blanche' 1 is still a 
lace. of. breathtaking beauty, 
ith its white-pain led French 
tments running down to the 
it and wind-wrinkled bay. 
lut one looks at it through a 
1 darkly. As many as 200 



umns for the families of Ma- 
dame Miassa Kheliil and Mr 
Rabah Tkriket. both recently 
“ d eceased". There was further 
grief expressed to famliw for 
the “cruel loss" of “Zaddem Sid 
Afi, for his wife and for their two 
small daughters, Naziha and 
Selma". things are sup- 
posed to be getting better in Al- 
geria, mourners cannot say how 
their loved-ones died. 

A little resrearch by The In- 
dependent, however, revealed 


len and women are now (tying 
of the 


••• -I t'j'Ct'JKtkt' 


an and 
vie fa« 
protests 


sty week at the hands of the 
Jamists" and government se- 
Lirity men in the country's ter- 
rifying war. 

| -The figure is widely believed, 
tpt there is no official death toll 
fjom a military-backed gov- 
ernment which not oafy controls 
Tecurity" news but insists that 
ilk “war against terrorism" is so 
accessfu] that Algerians should 
>. vbte today in a constitutional 
i’i 1 referendum. 

I The police have already 
moved into schools to prevent 
the Islamic Armed Group 
(GIA) blowing up polling sta- 
tions. In the s hims of Bab el- 
Oued, the people have stocked 
im on food in case the GIA fol- 
lows through on its threat to 
“break the neck" of anyone who 
votes. Given the record of the 
tyast few weeks, neck-breaking 
\fould be acbaritable way of dy- 
ing. though you wouldn’t know 
that from the papers. The gov- 
ernment has seen to that. 

] In yesterday's edition of 
Libcrti^foi example, you could 
find some ritual expressions of 
condolence in the personal col- 


Stories of rape 
and throat- 
cutting in the 
countryside are 
true, fear in the 
city is palpable 


the truth. Madame Kheliil and 
Mr Thriket, who were both gov- 
ernment officials in Boumenles, 
were stopped by Islamists wear- 
ing police uniform ad a f am bar- 
rage - a fake roadblock - on the 
road to Tiaret. Their throats 
were cut. 

- Zaddem Sid Ali and his fam- 
ily -he worked for the govern- 
ment furniture import company 
-were stopped on a road near 
Chief and assassinated. No- 
one would say how. 

So have 50,000 died in the Al- 
gerian war since the government 
suspended the elections which 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
were due to win in 1991? Or 
60,000? Or 70,000? 

All we axe told is that a vote 
today win help to secure the 
democracy which President 


Li amine Zeroual’s election a 
year ago set in morion. And we 
Europeans.- as frightened of 
Algeria's calamity as we axe des- 
perate to ignore it - are being 
invited to. believe that the new 
constitution will preventpolh- 
ica] parties based ot religion, ef- 
fectively depriving the outlawed 
FIS of any future existence. 
There win be no more Islamic 
victories in future elections. 

But the new constitution also 
provides for a new Algerian U{H 
per bouse of parliamen&one- 
thirdofwhose members win be 
appointed by.Prrskfcm Zeroual 
and three-quarters of whose 
members wnl have to approve 
new legislation - which efiec- 
tively gives tire president a-veto 

over the entire parhameni. 

It also acknowledges an Arab 
identity- yaad recognises die ' 
Amerzeit * language of ’ the 
powerful Kabyle minOrity- 
withoatofiknaily acknowledg- 
ing th& language. 

Opponents of the regime 
thus subject that the new con- 
stitution -far from reconstiuct- 
mg/demdoacy '-'is intended 

beEindw^iicitoold^^^S 
Liberation Front (FLN) and 
their cronies, along with “soft” 
Islamic groups, such as the 
Algerian Hamas movement, 
win recreate the old one-party 
state. 

And when Dr Said Saadi, the 
Kabyle leader of the Rassem- 
blement de la Culture et la De- 
mocrats (RDP), tried to put 
Algeria’s democracy to the test 
yesterday, it was indeed found 
sadly wanting. Having been in- 
vited to address journalists at 
the government's press centre, 
he was forbidden entry by a po- 
hcernan -a very large poheeman 
in a blue uniform with lots of sil- 
ver braid - on the grounds that 
tile RDP leader did not possess 
a government badge . 

“OK," Dr Saadi shrugged in 
our direction, “I invite you to 
take coffee with me at the 





Climate of fear; Hooded Algerian police officers check a car at a roadblock in Blida, 19 miles west of Algiers. Police have already moved into 
schools to prevent the Islamic Armed Group blowing up polling stations for today's vote for a new democratic constitution Photograph: AP 


Aurassi Hotel - we're better 
off there than in this suffocat- 
ing place.” 

Bnt tberp was no coffee for 
us at the AriiassL just words. 
Harsh, dark words of pes- 
simism. “In Algeria, no-one 
listens to us unless they do 
it with listening devices," he 
muttered. 

“A year after the presidential 
elections, the political impasse 
is total ... society is ruled 1* ter- 
ror ... the former FLN people 
are taking over ... the press is 
attacked, corruption is taxing off 


again ... nothing seems to dis- 
courage or deter the regime 
even if this leads to asocial ex- 
plosion." 

It went on and on. Poverty, 
corruption, censorship. "Those 
who are not lolled by the GIA 
are persecuted by the regime," 
Dr Saadi announced. When a 
man in Beijaia had supported 
theRDFs rail for a referendum 
'boycott two days ago, he had 
been kidnapped - the implica- 
tion was that this bad been done 
by the security authorities - 
while 12 students had been ar- 


rested “at Kalashnikov point" 
because they criticised President 
Zeroual An old man. Dr Saa- 
di added, had toldinm how par- 
liament had more rights under 
the French than under the cur- 
rent Algerian regime. Algeria 
was not experiencing a dvil 
war because “this is not a war 
between civilian parties but 
against civilians". 

Algerians in France, able to 
vole early, have shown little en- 
thusiasm for the referendum. 
Of those l spake to here, some 
shrugged wearily at the prospect 


of voting again, others claimed 
the poll was a trap, while one 
enthusiastically supported 
the new constitution on the 
grounds that Algeria needs a 
dictatorship. 

All across Algiers, you can 
sec the gap-toothed symbols of 
this pessimism. The wreckage of 
the Hotel d'Angleterre. blown 
up by a bomb in September - 
one dead, said the government. 


10 said a cafe proprietor, S3 said 
: friend lc 


a man whose friend lost a leg in 
the explosion. 

There’s another cafe they’ ve 


just blown up," our driver said 
as we passed a boarded-up 
shop in Dr Franz Fannon 
Street. "The police used to 
take breakfast there, so they 
bombed it." 

“No wonder Dr Saadi's 
bleakness is infectious. Firmly 
supporting the village “aulo- 
defence" militias - widely be- 
lieved to include death squads 
- he had no doubts about the 
Islamists. 

“Fundamentalism is like 
death." he said. "You only ex- 
perience it once." 
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World Bank 
despairs of 
US capital 
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Jolm Carlin 

Washington 

Cri&s of Marion Barry, thecon- 
v ® e dcradc-sinoker\rtio acts as 
ffy°5 ^shington DC, have 
been desaflAug the capital of the 
worlds mightiest nation for 
some years now as an outpost 
of the Third World, fanciful? 

A ludicrous, racially inspired 
exaggeration? In the past, 
maybe, but no longer. Consid- 
er the facts. A retired army gen- 
eral has led a silent coup to 
overthrow the tin-pot mayor 
and the World Bank has sug- 
gested that in order to provide 
otizens with “decent educa- 
tion and other basic services” it 
would be wise for the authori- 
ties to learn from the experience 
of developing countries. 

James WoKensohn, the pres- 

Mayor Barry 
has enjoyed the 
perks of his 
position as 
Washington 
sinks into a bog 
of depravity 

idem of the World Bank, said in 
a speech in Washington on Tues- 
day that he would like members 
of his staff with experience of 
combating poverty abroad to 
work more closely with com- 
munity groups around the city, 
to contribute their internation- 
al expertise in areas such as 
health, nutrition, education. 

“One of the clear lessons we 
have witnessed in a developing 
countries," said Mr Wolfen- 
sohn, addressing Washington 
dignitaries in a luxury downtown 
hotel, “is that investment in 
education pays off. 

“It worked in East Asia ... As 
you all know, improving the 
quality of education must be a 
cornerstone of Washington's 
economic and social revival." 

If the senators, congressmen 
and other American patriots 
present did not take offence at 
being lectured by an Australian 


in the manner he might employ 
before an audience in Kinshasa 
it was because they knew he was 
speaking bitter truths. 

Mayor Barry fits the profile 
perfectly of the caricature Third 
World dictator. A self-deluded 
narcissist who surrounds himself 
with yes-men and criminaj- 
minded cronies, the mayor has 
sat bade and enjoyed the perks 
of his position as Washington 
sinks into a bog of nusccy and de- 
pravity. The tity is divided, as 
sharply as Johannesburg and 
Soweto ever were, into pockets 
of white affluence ana large 
swathes of dereliction where 
the only people on the dime in- 
fested streets are impoverished, 
often drug-addicted blacks. 

It took action by Congress 
last week to throw out the 
elected school board and re- 
place it with a new system 
headed by a hard man from die 
army, General Julius Becton. A 
similar clean-out is expected 
soon in the police department, 
the city government’s most 
powerful institution. 

Under Mayor Barry’s stew- 
ardship such was the collapse in 
the department’s hiring stan- 
dards that the Washington Post 
was moved to write this week 
that “the police conducted 
background checks Caligula 
could pass”. 

Mayor Barry, who said ‘T 
know I’ve been a great mayor” 
upon his return last week from 
an 11-day trip to the Far East, 
is in denial. One of the guests 
on the podium at the World 
Bank function on Tuesday, he 
left the room moments before 
Mr Wolfe nsohn took the floor 
and did not return until the 
speech was over. 

A journalist who followed 
him out spotted him on the first 
floor of the hotel having his 
shoes shined. Mayor Barry must 
have been aware of the em- 
barrassment that lay in wait for 
him. For Mr Wolfensohn’s re- 
marks were surely not uncon- 
nected to the fact that one 
night three weeks ago he and his 
wife entered their palatial 
Washington home to discover 
that two armed men were on the 
premises. The men fled and the 
Wolfensohns were unhurt. 



Netanyahu says 
Palestinian 

land is empty 
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Divided land: an Israeli soldier standing guard outside the Jewish West Bank settlement 
of Beit Hadassah yesterday Photograph: Jim Hollander/Re Liters 


Jerusalem - standing on a hill- 
top in Ariel, one of the largest 
Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank, Benjamin Netanyahu 
this week declared the land he 
saw before him “empty” and 
ripe for the construction of 
more homes for settlers. 

Even the US State Depart- 
ment, not known for its criti- 
cal attitude to Israeli policies, 
objected to the Israeli Prime 
Minister’s remarks, saying his 
call “for an expansion of set- 
tlements is certainty not useful 
and not constructive". 

Mr Netanyahu first attract- 
ed public attention as a young 
Israeli diplomat in the US in 
1983 when he published an ar- 
ticle in the Wall Street Journal 
arguing that Palestinians were 
not at the centre of the Mid- 
dle East conflict. 

On his first visit as Prime 
Minister to the West Bank, 
where 140,000. Jewish settlers 
live in the midst of 1.5 million 
Palestinians, the Israeli leader 
showed that he still believes 
that Palestinian sensitivities 
can be disregarded. 

“Why shouldn't the settle- 
ments here be developed?” 
Mr Netanyahu asked inno- 
cently. “Is anyone stopping 
the development of the Arab 
villages nearby? Am I pre- 
venting this? Am I choking 
them?” Tb Palestinians the an- 
swers to such questions are ob- 
vious. Ataliab Amira, 36, was 
shot dead by Israeli troops 
this month during a protest 15 
miles south ofAneL His last act 
was to wave documents as ev- 
idence of hisdaim Go own graz- 
ing land which bulldozers were 
clearing to expand an ultra-Or- 
tbodox Jewish settlement at 
Kiryat Sefer. A UN study 
shows that average per capita 
income on the West Bank nas 
fallen by 27 per cent in four 
years because of Israeli clo- 
sures. 

In theory, no new settle- 
ments are being built in addi- 
tion to the 144 already 
constructed. But Khalil lo- 
ufakji, a Palestinian cartogra- 
pher, says: “The Israelis say 
there is a new expansion, a new 


Settlements still threaten peace ( 
process, Patrick Cockburn reports 
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neighbourhood, natural 
growth, but when you go there 
u is a new settlement" Under 
the Labour government which 
froze new construction, the 
number of settlers grew by 39 
per cent With the new gov- 
ernment actively favouring set- 
tlement of the West Bank the 
numbers may double to 
300,000 in the next four years. 

For the moment construe- 




Netanyahu: his stance on 
settlers has annoyed US 


tion activity is greatest in part 
of the West Bank west of he 
city of Ramallah. Mr TouLkjJ 
says that by buildmg .on Jie 
Green Line, the old 19b j bir- 
der of the West Bank. fara. 
wants to obliterate its pobual 
significance by creating an Is- 
raeli majority in the area. 

A conscious effort is aso 
being made to settle ultro-Or- 
thodox Jews, who are not Zion- 
ists, but are seriously short oi 
bousing because of their large 
famflies-Mr Netanyahu often 
defends himself by saying taut 
the last Labour government 
increased the number of su- 
tlers by 50 per cent. The figure 
is exaggerated and the expul- 
sion was mainly focussed on he 
greater Jerusalem area. 

Prof Baruch Kimmerling. □ 
political scientist at Hebrew 
University, says that Labour 
made a disastrous mistake by 
failing to remove most of 'he 
settlements, thereby ensunng 
that two peoples who detest 
each other are crowded 
together, fighting for the samgj, 
small space. 'fe 

Most settlers are on the 
West B ank because they reli- 
gious nationalists who believe 
it is Eretz Israel, the land riv- 
en by God to the Jews. Pro- 
fessor Kimmerling argues that 
by allowing them to remain, he 
Oslo agreement ensured max- 
imum friction between hostile 
populations. He says Pales- 
tinians know settlements 
“are placed there to 
inherit the land from the non- 
Jews. 

Tbeir inhabitants see He- 
bron, Nablus and other West 
Bank cities as Jewish and hope 
that “the miracle of 1948," 
which - in their language - 
cleansed the land of the Arabs 
will return in one form or an- 
other. 

. Mr Netanyahu may not 
favour ethnic cleansing, but his 
belief that the West Bank is 
“empty” will worry Palestinians. 


Air drops plan for Zaire 


Naples (Reuter) — United 
States Defence Secretary 
William Perry yesterday ruled 
out sending a US combat force 
to Zaire but said Washington 
was ready to take pan in a 
Canadian proposal to para- 
chute food to thousands of 
Rwandan refugees in Zaire if 
necessary. 


“We are not planning a mil- 
itary operation,” said Mr Perry. 

He said that he expected fi- 
nal plans to be made in the next 
day or two for a possible Cana- 
dian-led multinational force in 
central Africa that could air- 
drop aid to refugees or oversee 
food distribution on the ground. 

Bowing to Canadian pressure 


to get an aid programme going. . 
Mr Berry also said: “If they move*-^, 
forward with the air-drop oper- 
ation. we would certainly be in 
there as a fill] participant in it." 

Relief experts estimate that 
several hundred thousand 
Rwandans remain displaced in 
Zaire and could face hunger and 
disease if they are not helped. 
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Philip Jones Griffiths's pictures of the world's troublespots have inspired 
generations of photographers, yet he’s never quite become a household 
name. Murray Sayfe tells the curious tale of the Welsh Don McCullin 


With over two million 
people now working from 
home, the distinction 
between domestic and 
office environments is 
blurring. In the first part 
of a new series on the 
Future Home, we 
explain how you can 
prepare for tomorrow’s 
world today 



If Labour wins the next 
election, Jack Cunningham 
will be in charge of the 
arts. Yet his enthusiasm for 
the job, and for the arts, is 
in some doubt Marianne 

Macdonald asks him some 

awkward questions 
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David Usbome 

New York 

In a collision between Mickey 
Mouse and Mao, the Wkit Dis- 
ney Company is refusing to 
yield to pressure from Peking to 
abandon production of a new 
film about the exiled spiri tual 
leader of Tibet, the Dalai Lama. 

The entertainment behe- 
moth has swept aside specula- 
tion that it might ditch the 
film, being shot in Morocco by 
the director Martin Scorcese, 
because of hints of retribution 
from the authorities in Peking. 

“Wfe have an agreement to 
distribute the film and we will 
honour it," a spokesman for the 
company said in a one-line 
statement “We won’t be dis- 
suaded,” another Disney official 
was quoted as saying yesterday. 

Chinese officials are believed 
to have privately voiced dis- 
pleasure to Disney executives 
about the film, to be called Kim- 
dun, even though the company 
has plans only for its release in 
the United States late next year 
through one of its distribution 
subsidiaries. Touchstone. 

China is trying to tighten its 
control over Tibet, which it an- 
nexed in 19SL The Dalai Lama, 
who fled Tibet in 1959, is accused 
of trying to stir up a revolt in the 
region horn his base in ezfle. 

The affair highlights the 
problems that enter tainmen t 
giants such as Disney are be- 
ginning to face as their ambi- 
tions to sell their products 
globally clash with cultural and 
doctrinal concerns in countries 
SUCb as China. 

It evokes the row that erupt- ; 
ed in 1994 when Rupert Mur- 
doch removed the BBCTs Wbrid 
Service Television from his 
North Asia satellite after 

tent. Mr -Murdoch. agreeS&tcT; 
eject the BBC rather than®osk 
his nascent business relationship 
with Pelting. 


Disney's contrary decision 
has brought it praise in the Unit- 
ed States. “The Wdt Disney 
Company demonstrated that it 
would not accept censorship as 
the price of doing business in 
China or anywhere else,” the 
New York Times opined ap- 
provingly yesterday. “That is a 
welcome stand”. 

The cost to Disney could be 
high. The company has marte 


-which includes no fewthan 300 
nnffian chfldren-to sell not onfy 
its films but ah of their, related 
spin-off products, from toys to 
home videos. Its recent hit The 
Uon King played to. packed 
cinemas an across China. 

The company recently has 
also been expressing an inter- 
est in opening a Disney theme 
park in Asia, with China men- 
tioned as the possible host 
country. Michael Ovitz, Disney's 
Chief Executive, recently visit- 
ed China to discuss expansion 
plans in the country. “China 
could turn into an enormous 
market for them in the future,” 
commented David Londoner, 
an analyst with Wertheim 
Schroder in New York. “Do 
they want to jeapordise that?” 

Bui Disney would be reluc- 
tant to shelve Kundun, in part 
because it is the first project un- 
dertaken by Mr Scorcese since 
his recent move to the studio. 

Considered by some Ameri- 
can conservatives to have a re- 
sponsibility to uphold the 
“family-values” image symbol- 
ised by Mickey Mouse and 
Bambi, Disney has become 
practised at managing contro- 
versy. It weathered fierce 
protests Iasi year with the release 
by another cf its subsidiaries, Mi- 
ramax, of the films fYiest, about 
aliverpoctl clergyman struggling 
gnth homosexuality, add Kids, • 
depicting - dm g- taking and 
promiscuous sex among New 
York adolescents. . . . 



China’s Panchem Lama hands the ceremonial hada to Zhao Puchu, chairman of the Chinese Buddhist Asso c iation in Peking last Friday Photograph: AP 

China offers the world a sight 
of its approved Panchem 




Dalai Lama: His chosen 
Panchem is heM in custody 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 

The Tibetan religious ritual to mark the 
first anniversaiy of the enthronement of 
a seven-year-old boy as tfie Panchen Lama 
was heW last week -irfstcret and in ftekzng. 
Such is the opposition^m Tibet to China’s, 
selection of GyantscsTNOrpo as tbe second 
most important TSbetan religious figure 
that even tbe announcement of tbe cere 1 
mony was not made until yesterday • . 

TheChiBCsepewgxapa^yesterdaypcib- 
Bshed a picture of theritbal, held last Fri- 
day in t]|e Tfemple of Harmony and Peace 
in tbe cfipHsri. Since tbe enthronement a 
year ago, which took place in Tibet, 
Gyantsen has spent much of his time in 


Peking under the supervision of the Chi- 
nese government 

In 7fbet, most people stffl silently recog- 
nise another seven-year-old boy, Gedhun 
Choekyo Nyima, as tbe true reincarnation 

nfth»ft>nriiwi Tjing. R wHinn was game d 

in May 1995 by the Tibetan spiritual 
leader, the Dalai Lama, but he was im- 
mediately rejected by die Chinese gov- 
ernment. 

Tbe official reports of Friday's ceremo- 
ny described how monks ponnded drams, 
rang befls and chanted Buddhist sc riptur e s. 
Tbe photograph showed Gyantsen, dressed 
in lama robes and hat, looking serious and 
surrounded by older monks. 

Despite the crackdown on supporters of 
the Dalai lama in Tibet, tbe Chinese have 


failed over tbe last year to convince Tibetans 
to support their choice of Gyantsen. There 
hare been reports that one of the reasons 
tbe boy is living undo' guard in Peking is 
because the Chinese government fears for 
his safety. 

Meanwhile the boy chosen by the Dalai 
Lama as the new Panchen Lama is also liv- 
ing in tbe custody of the Chinese, although 
Pelting maintains this is for his own pro- 
tection. Nothing has been seen of Gedhun 
and his parents since July 1995, and the 
Dalai Lama has called him the world's 
“youngest political prisoner”. 

Protests about Tibet, including the 
Panchen Lama conflict, will greet the 
Chinese president, Jiang Zemin, on his 
four-day visit to India beginning today. 
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international 

South 
Africa 
snubs 
Taiwan 


Teresa Poole 

South Africa yesterday dealt Un- 
win its worst diplomatic Mow for 

yeais by announcing that it has 
dropped recognition of the is- 
land stale in favour of the Peo- 
ple's Republic. The 
announcement was made by 
President Nelson Mandela, who 
said the process would be com- 
pleted within a year. 

For Peking,' the decision 
marks a diplomatic triumph. Al- 
though a switch was inevitable, 
it has come much sooner than 
expected Three months ago, Mr 
Mandela said it would be “im- 
moral'’ for South Africa to drop 
Taipei. Although historically it 
was the apartheid regime which 
formed close links with Taiwan, 
parallels had been drawn be- 
tween the political 
reform process in South Africa 
and Taiwan's embrace of 
democracy with presidential 
elections in March this year. 

South Africa was, until yes- 
terday, the most significant 
country to recognise Taiwan. 
The majority of those remain- 
ing are in Centra] America and 
Africa, and Taipei may now 
worry that other African coun- 
tries will follow Pretoria's lead. 

Mr Mandela yesterday said 
that continuing relations with 
Taiwan were “inconsistent with 
South Africa's role in interna- 
tional affairs". He expressed 
South Africa’s great apprecia- 
tion for Taiwan's assistance in 
the transition to democracy in 
South Africa. He hoped cordial 
relations would continue, and 
that South Africa would be able 
to conduct “constructive rela- 
tions” with Taiwan. 

Taiwan said recently that it 
would no longer “buy” diplo- 
matic recognition, a reference to 
its past practice of pouring 
funds into countries in return for 
diplomatic ties. In practice, Tai- 
wan's major trading partners, all 
of whom recognise Peking, have 
established unofficial represen- 
tative offices in Taipei which act 
as quasi-embassies. Peking re- 
fuses to have diplomatic rela- 
tions with any country that 
formally recognises Taiwan, 
which it insists is a renegade 
province of China. 


significant shorts Russian fears 


Norwegian 

intermediary 

resigns 

The former Middle East 
mediator Tbije Roed- 
Larsen quit the Norwegian 
government yesterday amid 
a scandal over alleged irreg- 
ularities in a share-option 
deal 10 years ago. 

Roed-Larsen, Minister for 
National Planning in the 
Labour minority govern- 
ment, caved in after a two- 
week media campaign 
accusing him of not telling 
the whole story about a 
600,000 crown (£60,000) 
share-option profit he made 
while a marketing director at 
the fisheries company Hde- 
co AS Reuter- Oslo 

Swiss to study 
finance deals 
with Nazis 

Switzerland’s upper house of 
parliament voted for a - 
sweeping study of Swiss fi- 
nancial dealings with NazT 
Germany and the fate of - 
Jewish wealth stashed in 
Swiss banks during the . 

Holocaust.- The 37-0 vote -.. 
was almost the final hurdle 
for a bill to create a panel of 
independent historians and 
experts after unanimous 
backing from parliament's 

lower chamber and tbe 
cabinet Sorter- Bam 

Bhutto’s 
husband may 
go free 

Pakistan i authorities have 
withdrawn an order under 
which the ousted prime min- 
ister Benazir Bhutto’s 
husband. Asif Alt Zardari, 
has been detained for three 
weeks, a court was te*d- But 
it was not immediately 
known whether Mr Zardari, 
arrested on 5 November 
when Prestdent Farooq . 
i dismissed Ms • 
w ’s government, had 
Released or re-arrested . 
a fresh order. 

- Lahore 


Patten defends 
introduction of 
subversion bill 

Chris Patten, the governor 
of Hong Kong, defended his 
government’s move to 
introduce a new anti- 
subversion bill before the 
coloitys return to China and 
criticised Peking for refusing 
dialogue on tbe issue. 

‘'Very reluctantly, we de- 
cided that we would need to 
go ahead to honour oar 
commitment to Hong 
Kong.” said Mr Patten, who 
is in Tbkyo on a six-day visit. 
ReuUr-Tbk&o 


Kim Jong II 
visits Korean 
border region 

North Korea’s leader Kim 
Jong D has visited the . 
sensitive border village of 
Panmunjom inride tbe * 
demilitarised rone that sepa- 
rates the two Koreas, the 
South’s media reported. 

South Korean intelligence 
officials said the visit was 
Kim’s first to the area and 
indicates be is in firm con- - 
tool of the country following 
the death of his father. Pres- 
ident Kim H Stmg, more : y 
than two years ago. 

AT -Seoul 


Denture thief 
remains 


over Chechen 
warrior’s play 
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Phi Reeves 

Moscow 

Even more moderate Russians 
find it hard to bring themselves 
to utter his name without acini 

of the lip. He is, in the eyes of 
most of those north of the Cau- 
cacns, a seasoned terrorist who 
brought about some of Mos- 
cow’s deepest hurmfiatkms dur- 
ing the Chechen war. Yet if he 
gets his way, he may also be the 
republic’s next president 

According to the Itar-Thss 
hews agency. Shamil Basayev, 
hijacker, mass hostage-taker, 
and celebrated warrior-com- 
mander, is one of these running 
for the leadership of a new gov- 
ernment in. Chechnya, where 
election campaigning officially 
began yesterday. 

. If. he wins, the Kremlin wfll 
have to work with a leader who 
was not only long regarded as 
one of Russia's most wanted 
men, but who is also an uncom- 
promising advocate of com- 
plete independence for the 
republic— an issue over which 
the Russians and the Chechens 
still disagree. 

The 31-year-old commander 
has reportedly pledged to cam- 


to return home. The episode, in 
which more than 100 people 
died, is still the source of pro- 
found resentment in Russia. 

So what are his chances of 
victory? He has the clear ad- 
vantage of being a pm-qp hero 
in Chechnya who has acquired 
the reputation of a latter-day 
Robin Hood. But he faces some 
formidable opponents. Chief 
amongst these is Zelimkhan 
Yandaibiyev, who replaced the 
separatists’ president, Dzhok- 
har Dudayev, alter be was killed 
in a rocket attack in ApriL He 
is not a fighter but a politician 
who has proved he can work 
with the Russians. At 44, he has 
the advantage of age - a factor 
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at large 


A mystery surrounding the 
theft of several sets of false 
teeth from a Bratislava old 
people’s home was 
partially solved when a shoe 
box containing the dentures 
was found, theTASR news 
agency reported on 
Wednesday. But the thief; 
who reportedly stole the 
teeth from their overnight 
glasses, remained at large. 
Once the bos was found, tbe 
owners ofthe teeth were . 
grinning from ear to ear, ; ;• 
though oolYSftertmneon 


he wanted to prove ms ability 
not only to fight but to buOd a 
peaceful life”. It is a platform 
that Russians will regard with 
irony, given thezr knowledge of 
his curriculum vitae. 

In November 199L he was 
part of a group that sought to 
publicise the Giedien cause ty 
hijacking a Russian plane, forc- 
ing it to land in Turkey, and ne- 
gotiating a safe passage back to 


several sets to identify which 
were, theirs.. . . . 

Kaiier ~ Bratislava ' 


But his most audacious head- 
line-grabbing venture was to 
lead a hand of Chechen fight- 
ers in a real on the southern 
Russian town .of Budyonnovsk, 
where they seized more than 
1 , 000 hostages and holed up in 
a hospital: Again, he managed 
toforce his opponents - in this 
case, the Russian Prime Minis- 
ter, Viktor Chernomyrdin - to 
agree to allow him and his men 


Shamil Basayev: Regarded 
as pin-up hero in Chechnya 

that matters in an Islamic soci- 
ety where elders traditionally 
make the decisions. 

. A challenge may also come 
from tbe Chechen chief-of- 
Staff, Aslan Maskhadov, who is 
widely rumoured to be con- 
templating a run at the post A 
popular figure, whose compar- 
atively moderate politics may 
appeal to the pro-Moscbw- 
minriftd minority in Chechnya, 
he has been die front man in the 
peace negotiations. 

It is too eariy to predict a win- 
ner, but both are formidable op- 
ponents What is dear is that the 
mere candidacy of Mr Basayev 
has further soared the mood in 
Moscow over the cfistaszrous 21- 
manth Chechen war. 
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g bituaries / gazette 

Dame Joan Hammond 



also a’Sfk ^Prano who was 
^AampongoMBr^fEnt. 
^J5T er and a keen 


recording of an aria 
wniPucanTs Gianni Schicchi: 


r~ — r MI,UM w«u«uaa o ea all 
dbimh normally raised 
popular and classical 
musjc, between ait and sport 

**■» so many other stage 

performers of her generation, 
ner career was interrupted by 
me Second World War, it was 
3ISO Curtailed by ill-heahh_ Nev- 
ertheless, for more than a quar- 
ter of a century she enjoyed a 
successful, varied career in the 
concert- halls and opera houses 
of Europe, America and Aus- 
tralia. Her voice, bright in 
a>lour, vibrant and ftili-toned, 
is caught with great fidelity in 
her many recordings, which 
give a vivid impression of her 
Tosca, Butterfly, Aida and many 
other of her best roles. 

Joan Hammond was bom in 
1912 in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. Her parents were 
British and, a few months after 
her birth, the family moved to 
Australia and settled in Sydney, 
where she was educated at the 
Presbyterian Ladies College. 
At school sport and music di- 
vided her tune; golfing, swim- 
ming and sailing were as keenly 
pursued as singing and violin 
playing. On entering the New 
South Whies Oonservatorium of 
Music, she took violin as her 
first subject and voice as the sec- 
ond, but a bkyde accident at the 
age of 12 had left one arm per- 
manently shorter than the oth- 
er, precluding a career as a 
violinist. She opted to become 
a singer, while continuing to play 
golf; and at the age of 17 won 
the Junior State Championship. 

In 1932 the Williamson Im- 
perial Grand Opera Company 
gave a season in Sydney, also 
touring to Melbourne and oth- 
er cities. The principals were 
Italian, but minor roles and cho- 
rus were recruited locally. Ham- 
mond secured an engagement 
and appeared in Aida, POgtiac- 
ci. Madam Butterfly , Rigdetto , in 
which she made her official 
debut as Giovanna, duenna to 
Giida (who was sung by Lina 
Pagliughe), and Faust, in which 
she sang SiebeL. She got leave 
of absence to play in the Ladies' 
State Golf Championship, 
which she won. For the next 
three years she sang wherever 
she could, in cinemas, depart- 
ment stores and music dubs. 
She became golf correspon- 
dent to the Sydney Telegraph, 
was runner up in the 1933 Aus- 
tralian Open Championship 
and in 1935 played for the 



A vibrant voice, bright in colour, full- toned: Hammond entertaining 
the troops in September 1939 Photograph Hutton Getty 


LGU team against Great 
Britain. 

That year another season of 
Grand Opera was presented in 
Sydney by Sir Benjamin Fuller. 
The singer engaged as Venus in 
Tannhauser dropped out and 
Hammond took over the role at 
short notice. She also sang 
Helrawige in Die Walkurc. A 
fund was set up in orderto raise 
money to send her to Europe 
for further vocal training. After 


a final concert in Sydney, she 
sailed on 6 April 1936 m the 
Norwegian freighter Dagjkd, ar- 
riving in Genoa some six weeks 
later. It had been arranged that 
she should study in Vienna; af- 
ter a year she came to London 
and studied with the Italian 
tenor Dino Borgioli. 

Returning to Vienna she was 
engaged at the Volksoper and 
made her debut in 1938 as 
Nedda mPagiaccr. she also sang 


the title-role of Martha and 
Constanze in Die Entfuhrung 
aus dem Serail. During the au- 
tumn she gave a London recital 
at the Aeolian Hall and sang in 
Messiah under Sir Thomas 
Bcecham at Queen's HalL Back 
in Vienna early in 1939 she 
graduated to the State Opera, 
where she sang Mimi in La Bo- 
heme and Violetta In La Tmvi- 
ata, while preparing Elisabeth 
in Tannhauser and Donna Elvi- 
ra in Don Giovanni. She was 
also contracted to ring at Aus- 
sig, a town 50 miles from Prague, 
as Micaela in Carmen, Mimi, the 
title-role of A fignon and Amelia 
in Simon Boccantgru. 

Her operatic career was now 
well and Lnily launched, but as 
the political situation grew 
worse it became obvious that 
she could not remain in Vien- 
na. She returned to London in 
August for a Promenade con- 
cert, and remained there after 
war was declared, singing for the 
troops and for the BBC In Jan- 
uary 1940 she was asked to sing 
Mimi and Tosca at La Sea la, as 
well as other roles in Barcelona 
and Madrid. With great diffi- 
culty she got to Milan and 
started rehearsals, but Italy was 
about to enter the war on the 
German side and she had to re- 
turn to London. As consolation, 
she sang Pamina in The Magic 
Flute - her first experience of 
opera in English - in Dublin. 

For the next two years Ham- 
mond's career was confined to 
the concert platform and the 
recording studio. Her first 
recording was of the Bach- 
Gouood Ave Maria and Men- 
delssohn's “On Wings of Song". 
A stream of operatic arias fol- 
lowed and m September 1941 
she recorded “O My Beloved 
Father" from Gianni Schicchi, 
which would eventually win the 
Golden Disc. She toured with 
Ensa and gave 30 concerts in 
Wales. Early in 1942 the Carl 
Rosa resumed its activities and 
she joined the company, mak- 
ing her dSbut in Glasjyjw as But- 
terfly. Later she sang Violetta. 
Marguerite in Faust, Leonora in 
[l Travatore, Mimi and Tosca on 
tour, as well as the Marschailin 
in concert performances of Der 
RosenkavaUer. 

After the war she toured 
Germany with the Sadler’s 
Wells company as Butterfly, 
then in 1946 returned to Aus- 
tralia for a four-month concert 
tour, during which she suffered 
from vocal problems which en- 
tailed further study an her re- 
turn to London. In spring 1947 
she went tack to Vienna to sing 
Tosca, Violetta and Mimi. Lat- 
er in the year she toured South 
Africa. She made her Covent 
Garden debut in 1948 as 


Derrick Puffett 


Derrick Puffett comes forward 
to be recognised not merely for 
what he contributed to the de- 
velopments of an influential 
journal - as editor of Music 
Analysis from 1987 to 1995 -but 
for the cumulative influence on 
content and style which results 
from such hands-on editing. 
Such influence goes much fur- 
ther than the closed world of the 
specialised periodical. 

The formal analysis of music 
is a comparatively new discipline 
which certainly formed no part 
of the teaching syllabus of Ox- 
ford, where Puffett studied at 
New College and obtained first 
class honours. His musical in- 
terests and loves were then and 
remained throughout his life the 
music of the late 19th and 20th 
centuries, particularly Wagner, 
Bruckner, Mahler, Strauss. El- 
gar, Tchaikovsky. Schoenberg, 
Berg, Debussy, Ravel. Schreck- 


cr and Ze ml insky. His doctoral 
dissertation was on the work of 
the Swiss Lieder composer Oth- 
mar Schoeck. While working as 
a college tutor in Oxford he 
wrote large numbers of reviews 
and articles for musical journals. 

But it seems to have been 
only after 1984, when he was ap- 
pointed to a university lecture- 
ship at Cambridge and as 
Director of Studies at St John's 
College, that he found the in- 
spiration and time to realise 
projects of his own. In his years 
in the Cambridge faculty his 
main concern was to develop a 
coherent and comprehensive 
approach to the study of ana- 
lytic method and its application 
to a wide repertoire. From this 
time on he produced a series of 
substantial studies on works of 
Schoenberg, Berg, Tippett. 
Stravinsky mid Debussy as well 
as incomplete work on Wagn- 


er and Bruckner. He was a de- 
voted and demanding teacher, 
often dissatisfied with his own 
and his students' work, hard but 
fair. In fact he was just the cal- 
ibre of teacher whose presence 
alone justifies the currently dis- 
puted special conditions ac- 
corded the ancient universities. 

In all his work it is possible 
to discern a tension between the 
intellectual rigour and method- 
□logical clarity demanded by the 
discipline of formal analysis 
and the higher and more com- 
plex perceptions emanating 
from the actual experience of 
hearing (and loving) the music. 
The tension is exacerbated by 
the fact that the proliferating 
and entwining nature or the mu- 
sic he preferred is of itself not 
obviously suitable for formal in- 
vestigation. 1 believe that we will 
come io see that a major con- 
tribution of both Puffett s edi- 


torial and creative work lies in 
his struggle to push analytic 
method to cope with the vague 
and intractable in music. Crude- 
ly said, it wall not do merely to 
“appreciate" music in words, 
nor to systematise it: the real 
problem is to combine the two 
approaches. This is hard ro 
achieve and it is here that 
Puffett shows the way. 

Puffett suffered from a form 
of severe muscular dystrophy 
which confined him to a chair 
all his life and made much of 
what musicians feed on, per- 
forming and concert- and opera- 
going, well nigh impossible. He 
disliked any mention of his dis- 
ability and asked for no special 
consideration nor gave himself 
any. He was forced to give up 
his editorial work and teaching 
positions by the wasting nature 
of his illness. Typically he saw 
this as a last opportunity to do 


particularly busy period 
ammond. She toured the 


Leonora (R Travatore) and sang 
there until 1951 as Fidelio, 
Aida and Butteiily. In 1949 she 
toured the United States, ap- 
pearing at the New York City 
Centre as Butterfly? Aida and 
Tosca. She sang Elisabeth de 
Vhlois in Don Carlos at Sadler's 
Wells in 1951. 

The decade that followed 
was a 

for Hammond. 

British Isles, Scandinavia, East 
and Central Africa, the Soviet 
Union, India, the Far East, 
Canada, the US and Australia. 
Operatic performances includ- 
ed ‘Guyana in Eugene Onega 
and Fevronia in Rimsky- 
Korsakov’s Invisible City of fSt- 
esh (in Russian) at Barcelona; 
Aida and Ihtyana (also in Russ- 
ian) in Leningrad and Moscow; 
RusaUca in the first British stag- 
ing of Dvorak's opera at 
Sadler's Wells (during the last 
of the London Particulars) 

and Desdemona in OteHo. Tb9ca 
and Salome for the Elizabethan 
Theatre Trust in Australia. She 
also sang in many operas for the 
BBC including La forza del des- 
tine, Turandot, Thais, William 
Tell, Alan Bush's Wat Tyler , De- 
nis Aplver's Yerma and Rimsky- 
Korsakov’s Mlada . 

In November 1965 Ham- 
mond suffered a coronary attack 
and was forced to retire. On 27 
August 1969 she was awarded 
her Golden Disc for “O My 
Beloved Ruher". Puccini had al- 
ways suited her voice particu- 
larly well; Butterfly and Tosca 
were her roost popular roles and 
she sang them more often than 
all the others put together. 
Verdi was another of her 
favourite composers and Aida 
and the Trovatore Leonora 
ranked among her greatest 
achievements. Finest of all, per- 
haps, was the Verdi Requiem, 
which she sang countless times 
under conductors such as Vic- 
tor de Satata and John Barbi- 
rolli In 1970 she published an 
autobiography,/! Voice, a Life 
and in 1974 was appointed DBE. 

In Februaiy 1983 her golfing 
trophies, the souvenirs of her 
singing career and all her pos- 
sessions were burnt in a bush 
fire that completely destroyed 
her home in Australia. Among 
music lovers who gave replace- 
ments for her lost treasures was 
a prisoner in Parkhurst, where 
she had sung in 1964. who sent 
her a copy of the parchment 
scroll commemorating her visit. 

Elizabeth Forbes 


Joan Hood Hammond, soprano: 
bom Christchurch, Hew Zealand 
24 May 1912; OBE 1953, CBE 
1963, DBE 1974; CMG 1972; 
died Bowral, New South Wales 
26 November 1996. 



Rrffett music analysis 

his own research and writing. As 
a scholar he improved up to the 
end; the depth and originality 
of his writing strengthened as his 
body weakened. 

Alexander Goehr 

Derrick Puffett, musicologist- 
bom Oxford 30 November 1946; 
married 1989 Kathryn Bailey; 
died Cambridge 14 November 
1996. 






Sense of the absurd: Bentine as the Stable of L&erty 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Michael Bentine 


Michael Bentine, a many-sided, 
ever-exuberant, half-Peruvian, 
Whtford-bom, Eton-educated 
founder-member of the Goons, 
was a delightful man whose 
comedy -although replete with 
funny Ones - was strongly influ- 
enced by his gods, the great s&ent 
comedians. “I’m always sparked 
off" be fold the journalist David 
Nathan, “by a visual idea which 
I have to fold words for." 

I first met Bentine in the 
1950s, when I was cast as Pro- 
fessor Moriarty to his Doctor 
Watson in a television stretch. 
Bentine also co-wrote the 
sketch, which began, memo- 
rably, with Watson discovered 
in a Victorian setting, inform- 
ing the audience that he and 
Sherlock Holmes shared cham- 
bers in Baker Street At this 

S int. Holmes (Michael 
•ugh) entered, took some 
bread from the oven and sold 
it to a man outside tbe door. 
Bentine then said to the audi- 
ence: “Correction - we share a 
baker's in Chamber Street!" 

Ben line’s unique sense of 
humour helped him through 74 
often traumatic years, during 
which he suffered the deaths of 
his three elder children. With 
the support of his adored and 
adoring wife Clementina, he 
also dealt with his last years of 
prostate cancer and other ail- 
ments in an admirably positive 
way. He had had his first trau- 
ma as a small boy, an inept ton- 
sillectomy (during which half of 
his naso -pharynx was also re- 
moved) left him with a serious 
stammer for a decade. He was 
16 before a speech specialist 
helped him to speak normally. 

During the Second World 
War. he tried to enlist in the 
Royal Air Force, but was re- 
fused because of his non-British 
father. While waiting for the 
RAF to relent, he toured the 
West Country, playing drums 
and clowning in a small travel- 
ling circus, and acted in Pinero's 
Sweet Lavender and Shake- 
speare's The Taming of the 
Shrew, Twelfth Night. A Mid- 


summer Night's Dream and The 
Merchant of Venice. After a per- 
formance as Lorenzo in the 
last, he was mistakenly arrested 
as an RAF deserter arid dragged 
away, still in costume. He later 
wrote: “I was the only British 
serviceman to be arrested in 
doublet and hose for 400 years." 

Bentine failed his eyesight 
test during flight training, and 
spent the rest of tbe war serv- 
ing as an operational intelli- 
gence officer. After his demob, 
he and a friend. Tony Sherwood, 
formed a variety act called 
“Sherwood and Forrest", and 
did 216 shows at the Windmill 
Theatre in six weeks. When his 
partner left the act. Bentine cre- 
ated a surrealist solo spot, in 
which he shouted a jingoistic ral- 
lying cry while using the broken 
tack of a kitchen chair in a 
dizzying variety of ways; it be- 
came an axe, a guillotine, a 
plough, a pneumatic drill, a sad- 
dle. prison bars, a flag, a ship's 
rudder, a comb, and many oth- 
er objects. Between 1947 and 
1950 he performed “The Chair- 
back" over 800 times. 

Bentine shared a sense of the 
absurd with his fellow ex- 
servicemen Spike Milligan, 
Harry Secorobe and Peter Sell- 
ers, and in 1951 the four were 
given a radio series. They want- 
ed to call it The Goon Show, but 
the BBC panjandrums feared 
such a title would confuse lis- 
teners, and called it Crazy Peo- 
ple. Bentine played Professor 
Osric Pure heart, a mad scien- 
tist whose achievements in- 
cluded digging the Channel 
Tunnel, building the giant Brab- 
agoon aircraft and discovering 
tbe East Pole. In 1952 Crazy 
People finally became The Goon 
Show, but the restless Bentine 
left the show five months later 
to create such imaginative chil- 
dren's puppet series as The 
BumbBes, in which three amiable 
Els came to earth in a saucer 
powered by radioactive tea, and 
Potty Time, in which Dracula 
kept turning into a cricket bat. 

Bentine's greatest television 


success was the innovative It’s 
a Square World ( 1960), which 
ran for four years, winning the 
Grand Prix de la Presse at the 

1963 Montreux International 
Television Festival, and (he 
Writers Guild Award that same 
year. Its best-remembered se- 
quence was film ed in West- 
minster Reach, and showed the 
cast, dressed as Chinese war- 
lords, firing polythene cannon- 
balls at tbe Houses of 
Parliament from a junk. The 
scene ended with a realistic 
model of the Commons sinking, 
and was banned until after the 

1964 general election. “Appar- 
ently, there is a BBC edict that 
you must show parity to the par- 
ties at election time," com- 
mented Bentine. “I would have 
imagined that, if you sank the 
Comma as, you were showing 
parity to everybody." 

On BBC TV’s Golden Silcnts. 
Bentine presented such vin- 
tage comedians as Harry Lang- 
don. Laurel and Hardy, and his 
idol Buster Keaton. He took his 
one-man shows all over the 
world, co-wrote and starred in 
the films The Sandwich Man 
fl966) and Bachelor of Arts 
(1969), lectured at universities 
on the paranormal, wrote more 
than a dozen books, demon- 
strated techniques for devel- 
oping the rivers of the Upper 
Amazon as food-producing ar- 
eas, and helped with a taped 
comedy compilation offered 
free to hospital radio services. 

In a 1992 newspaper inter- 
view, Michael Bentine expressed 
wonder that anyone could ever 
be bored, adding: “One lifetime 
is nowhere near enough to do 
all that there is to do." 

Dick Vosburgh 

Michael Bendn (Bentine). writer, 
actor and comedian: bom Wat- 
ford 26 January 1922; married 
1941 Marie Ba trade U (one 
daughter deceased; marriage dis- 
solved), 1949 Clementina Stuart 
(one son, one daughter, and one 
son and one daugfuer deceased); 
died London 26 November 1996. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


FAIR CLOUGH: Lady. Margaret Ann. 
died suddenly' al Dome on 26 No- 
vember. Margaret was the most 
adored wife of John and wonderful 
mother of Simon, Jeremy and Sarah. 
The Funeral is herag arranged byj no 
steel * Son, Chesil Hou^.Wm- 

chcster. 01062 S44W4 and will be held 

ai St John's Church. Winchester. fol- 
lowed by a burial with family only in 
attendance. Flowers from family only 
please. Donations, if desired, to the 
Imperial Career Research Fund, o*o 
Joo Steel & Son. 

STUBBS: Richard (Dick). aaaMy- 
25 November, amt 87 Bctovedhns- 
band of Joyce, adored Dad of Calv 
and Nico. devoted brother, gandad. 
father-in-law and friend. Funeral 
service on Tuesdav 3 December. 
1 U5am at West Suflbft 
inn, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. Fam- 
ily flower; only pteasc, donations H 

desired to Parkinson's Diseas e Saa- 

S t, 22 Uctjct Woburn Place. London 
CJH OKA. 
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Birthdays 

Mr Kriss AkabusL Olympic athlete. 
3S: Profevyt>r Giovanni Aqufleochia. 
linguist. 73: Miss Fiona Armstrong, 
television presenter. 40; Sir Cordon 
Beveridge, president and Vice- 
Chancellor. Queen's University of 
Belfast, 63; Vice-Admiral Sir David 
Brown, naval consultant, b**; Mr 
Geoffrey Clarke, artist and sculptor, 
72: Miss Cecilia Colledge, former 
champion skater. 76; Sir David 
Croom-Johnslon. former Lord Jus- 
tice of Appeal. Si Mr Alistair Dar- 
ling MP. 43; Mr Frederick du Precz. 
rugby player. 61: Mr Terence Frixby, 
actor and playwright. 64; Miss Lucy 
Gutieridge. actress. 40; The Right 
Res- Michael Hare Duke, former 
Bishop orSl Andrews. Dunkdd and 
Dunblane, 71: Mess Hope Lange, ac- 
tress, 65: Professor Claude Levi- 
Strauss, social anihrupologht. $S: 

Lord Macdonald, Chief of the Name 
and Arms of Macdonald. 49; Mr 
Keith Miller, former cricketer. 77; 
General Sir David Mostyn, 6& Miss 
Dervla Murphy, author, 65; Mr 
Ranch' Newman, singer and song- 
writer, 53; Sir Idris Pearce, survey- 
or, 63; Professor Sir Lewis 
Robertson, industrialist and admin- 
istrator. 74; Mr Stephen Roche, qi« 
clisi. 37: The Righl Rev Patrick 
Rodger, Assistant Bishop, Edin- 


burgh, 7b: General Sir Robert Ross, 
former Commandant General. 
Rnval Marines. 57; Sir Brian Smcd- 
ley, High Court judge. 62: Dr James 
Smith, former chairman. Eastern 
Electricity, bfk Mr Randolph Stow, 
novelist and pocL 61; Mr Saxon late, 
lonner chairman. London Futures 
and Options Exchange. 65; Mr Ray- 
mond Whitney MR 66. 

Anniversaries 

Births; William Blake, poet and 
painter. 1757; Nancy Milford, nov- 
elist and biographer. 1904. Deaths: 
Matsuo Basho. Japanese poet, 1694; 
Enid Mary Blyion, author. 1968. 
On thts dajr the Royal Society was 
founded. 1 66ft Sinn Fein was found- 
ed in Dublin by Arthur Griffith. 1905. 
Today is the Feast Day of St Cather- 
ine Labours, St James of the March. 
Sl Joseph Pjgmifcllf. Sl Simeon 
Metaphrastes and St Stephen the 
Youngs t. 

Lectures 

British Museum: Lucy Good son. 
"Prehistoric Cretan Sun-Worship: 
the tombs". 1.15pm. 

C'aurtauld Institute. London WC2: 
Professor John WBton-Ely, "A Holy 
See of Pleasurable Antiquity: Cham- 


bers, Adam and the Grand Tour". 
6J0pm. 

Leicester University: Robert Hin de, 
“Violence and War", 5pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Valerie 
Doultcn. “William Blake", 1.10pm. 
RIBA Architecture Centre (Milo 
Lecture), London VV1: Michael Cas- 
sidy, “London and Lhe Next Mille- 
nium". 6.30pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall, London EC2: Professor Simon 
Lee, “Judging the Woolf Report". 
530pm. 

Institute of Economic Affairs, Lon- 
don SW1: Dr James Foreman-Peck. 
“On the Right Thick? Restructuring 
lhe Railways", b-30pm_ 

Dinners 

Stationers and Newspaper 
Makers' Company 
Mr Roger Cork, Lord Mayor of 
London, the Sheriffs and Lord Bra- 
malL Lord-Lieu tenant of London, at- 
tended a Civic Dinner held yesterday 
evening by tbe Worshipful Compa- 
ny of Stationers and Newspaper 
Makers at Stationers' Hall, London 
EC4. Muj-Gen David Penncfather, 
Commandant General Royal 
Marines, and Mr Vtmon SuIKvan, 
Under Warden, were the speakers. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Th* Own amllhc Ddkaf Erfiators* otirod i 
U* I'"'*- 1 fVstbrtiBVi.31 W^a- 
mboicf .Xbhn. LmfcVm SVVL. The IMur Of Ed- 
Mnmth, SeoHf R»«f. [m.n:iu> U* Until 
Aotldsv «t EcieiiKvnm MacRiran .WmiJ ai 
Budanptum buu'. m I'anun and Tnufer, the 
Duke uf F-Bnhmrh't Anftl. Jibuti' a laxpuun 
afttotflh'nH'** WI.aftttakJa.ihe 
Eudbh&vakiK Unwii nt (In- Cannurniafth. 
MewDisihe W*" Duke uf Dinhirph EnpHi Lon- 
■« Bw* Cimp.iiiHia .-Wank ami tbe EXU 
lob laamuH Awaufc. and d»N a neelmp 
uf lhe t£SU Lanfuop! OvramUnr al Buekinduni 


Palau:, and » Ruino, outafc the LtnkJcm Fcd- 
eraUaiJtWfekif Ymneftw* VnlSeuiurBi®- 
Mifl Fiiult ii lhe ilitlirt Hnicl, London W I. Tbe 
Ptlmre* Ratal. Pn.tukni of ibe Pauao'.Lrtaje 
tiimxtn. jtbahK ibe -Vadcnee m Schools Son- 
rfvir. Harmjh Cnln4 tfealquarlcn. Smmluo. 
W'dciMfe. <ipcits a new Spans IUJL Si Francis 
Sthtarf. tVwwy, WBttbnc jg Pnnoka, Sam ibe 

ChMroHinikiiayuXtaplaqMciu aia aBUg^afr 
EdonrviK Jd+ v Fumdei q| Jijvr the CMdra 
Fun! al Maiftuuush Uhran, Maithynugh. 
Willdhnr. ifew flaL.ptmhatni N imea Koiri- 
from lhe Mintav of Defence, lid- 
w irth. Wiltjnre: irali VVjUifufc] UmtalEuimtu 


B uwn re- fark, Swindon. Wtoihkg; and W Pieo- 
ifc«. the ftmcoB Royal Thin for Carers ancub 
the Oflitol Launch id Kcmct Carol Untie. Old 
FixriGMn. fancy. WDbhiie. MaaMtdad 
•f Kent aurndi dm Jcnrra Socrt AnuaMraa 
Christnua Ruts, Lumian Wl, ■ aid cf the Vbri- 
etj Or* Qwennus Taj Campaign 

Changing of the Guard 

The HuaseboU Cavalry M usual 

bm ab ibe Queen's Life Gmnla Pone 
limn; F Lorn™, Scots Guards mall lhe 
Queen V Guard, a) hackfoRham Maec. 1 1 JOam. 
band pnscided by ibe Scab Guanh. 


Banning of film under blasphemy law upheld 


Wxngrove r United Kingdom; 
European Coart of Human 
Rights; 25 November 1996 

The banning of a film on 
grounds of blasphemy did not 
constitute an infringement of 
the right of freedom of speech 
guaranteed by article 10 of the 
European Convention on Hu- 
man Rights. The interference 
was prescribed by law, pursued 
a legitimate aim and could be 
considered necessary In a 
democratic society. 

The European Court of Hu- 
man Rights rejected, by seven 
voles to two, a complaint by 
Nigel Wingrove that the refusal 
of the British Board of Fflm 
Classification, on 18 September 
1989, to grant a certificate per- 
mitting the sale, hire or supply 
to the public of his film Visions 
of Ecstasy was a violation of 
article 10. 

Hie 18-minute video film 
concerned the life and writings 
of St Teresa of Avila, a 16th- 
century Carmelite nun who 
experienced powerful ecstatic 
visions of Jesus ChrisL The 
BBFC described the film as de- 
picting the erotic fantasies of 
a character referred to as St 
Teresa, involving both the cru- 
cified figure of Christ and the 
"Psyche ofStlbresa", a female 


LAW REPORT 
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role. The BBFC said the work 
would give rise to outrage at the 
unacceptable treatment of a 
sacred subject and that, ac- 
cordingly, a reasonable juiy 
property directed would find it 
infringed the criminal law of 
blasphemy. _ 

The applicant appealed to 
the Video Appeals Committee. 
But the appeal panel by three 
votes to two upheld Lhe 
BBFC’s decision. 

Article 10 provides: 

1. Everyone has tiie right to freedom 

oTonessiamThk rig^l sball indude 
freedom to hold opinions and to re- 
ceive and impart information and 
ideas without interference by 
lie authority and regardless of 


public authc 
frontiers . . . 


2. The exercise of ibe$e freedoms, 
since it carries with it duties and re- 
ies, may be subject losuch 
, omditians, restrictions or 
penalties as are presrabed by law and 
are necessary in a democratic soci- 
ety, in the interests of national se- 
curity, territorial integrity or public 
safety, for the prevention of disor- 
der or crime, tor the protection of 
health or morals, for me protection 
of the reputation or rights of others, 
for preventing the disclosure of in- 
formation received in confidence, or 
for maintaining the authority and 

impartiality of the judidaiy. 


The European Court of Hitman 
Rights said it was not disput- 
ed that the BBFC's decision 
constituted an interference 
with the applicant’s right to 
freedom of expression. The 
question was whether it was 
justified under article 1U.2. 

There was no general un- 
certainty or disagreement as to 
the definition of what consti- 
tuted blasphemy. The applicant 
could, with appropriate legal 
advice, reasonably have fore- 
seen that certain scenes in the 
film could fall within the scope 
of the offence of blasphemy. It 
could not be said that the 
blasphemy law did not afford 
adequate protection against 
arbitrary interference. The 
impugned restriction was 
therefore “prescribed by Jaw", 

The aim of the interference 
(the protection of Christians 
against serious offence in their 
beliefs) was fully consonant 
with the aims of article 9 (free- 
dom of thought, conscience 
and religion). The fact that the 
English blasphemy law only 
protected the Christian faith 
and did not treat all religions 
on an equal footing did not de- 


tract from the legitimacy of the 
aim pursued. 

The interference was also 
necessary. Blasphemy legisla- 
tion was still in force in various 
European countries and. al- 
though its application had be- 
come increasingly rare, it could 
not be sat'd to be unnecessary 
in a democratic society. 

Under article 10.2 there was 
tittle scope for restrictions on 
politicaj speech or on questions 
of public interest, but a wider 
margin of appreciation was 
generally available to states 
in relation to matters liable 
to offend intimate personal 
convictions in the sphere of 
morals or religion. National 
authorities were better placed 
than the international judge 
to define these requirements 
and rule on the necessity of a 
restriction. 

The reasons given to justify 
the interference could be con- 
stdered both relevant and suf- 
ficient and the interference 
could not be said to be arbitrary 
or excessive. 

The national authorities' 
of appreciation had 
not seen overstepped and 

Magralh, Barrister 
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the leader page 


the invisible tax 


At 

-LXfew 


fter centimes, the hunt i&.st21 
on. Ken Qarke tried g^iiwig a 


JL JLiew yesterday. Gordon Brown 
claims to have iris own snares all set 
And liberal Democrat policy, docu- 
ments have been peppered for years 
with-faU tales of creatures already cap- 
tured, and strung up. Everyone is des- 
perately searching for that mythical 
beast: a popular tax. 

From wigs to numerous windows, 
gas-guzzlers to mobile phones, politi- 
cians have searched for thing* to tax 
which suggest extravagance in the 
abstract, but are actually used widely 
enough to make taxing them worth- 
while. .The French minister Colbert's 
maxim about the secret of taxation 
being to get - the maximum possible 
number of goose feathers with the min- 
imum amount of hissing ho lds good. 
But, though this has always been hard, 
it is perhaps particularly so in modem 
Britain. Forl7 years we’ve been edu- 
cated to hate taxes. — not just person- 
ally,- but generally, too, as initiative- 
sapping, job-destroying, socially 
dangerous statist Thugs. . 

Yet, throughout those years, it has 
also been dear that destroying the ser- 
" vices those taxes fund is not an option 
either. For all our antipathy to the 
Inland Revenue, we still love our 
accumulated public services. Cut our 
hospitals and we all bleed. Undermine 
our schools and we all get stroppy. 
Pofiticians who are tempted to tamper 


do so at their peril — as the Conserv- 
atives well know. After decades of tax- 
cutting, state-cutting rhetoric, the 
public sector still takes up about the 
same share of the national cake today 
as it did in 1979. 

So what is to be done? The most 
obvious and well-tried trick has been 
to switch the tax to something new and 
hard forvoters to spot in everyday life. 
Geoffrey Howe managed it by raising 
YOT m 1979. A tax bike hidden amidst - 
price increases in the shops caused a 
Commons storm but slipped quietly 
out of taxpayers’ minds. The'next tax 
success was the use of asset sales to 
fund temporary real tax cuts. The 
trouble was, you can’t sell off the 
power stations, gas pipes, telephones - 
and water meters more than once.' 
Eventually, the saleroom was more or 
less empty. 

Pushing taxes back up again to finthe - 
gap was exactly what destroyed the 
Government’s popularity after the 1992 
election. No wonder Kenneth Qarke 
is struggling now to find a sustainable 
way to bring them back down again.: 
And it is no surprise; too, that Labour 
. are not opposing Mr Clarke’s Budget 
tax cuts, or promising income tax hikes 
for ordinary voters themselves. 

However, neither party has plausi- 
ble plans to cut the overall tax burden. 
Ken Clarke did not - despite yester- 
day’s headlines - deliver a real tax- 
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cutting Budget this week. Yes, net 
taxes will go down by a tiny amount. 
But the effects are marginal. All he 
has done in fact is redistribute the tax 
burden a gain. And this time he ha* a 
couple of new tricks - variations on 
the old tax-hiding theme - to help him 
get away with it 

Obscured on Tuesday, revealed in 
more detail yesterday, Mr Qarke’s way 
of balancing the books is to push up the 
taxes levied by local authorities, and to 
postpone other tax rises until after the 
election. Councils across the country 
are being told to spend more on 
schools. But their grants from central 


government are being ait and they will 
have to raise the cash from local 
' Council Tkx payers instead. Clearly the 
Conservatives hope the public wfll be 
ill-informed enough to blame their 
local politicians - mostly Labour - for 
the squeeze on local services and the 
riapg Council Thx bill. Raise taxes, and 
pass the blame. 

This kind of dodging is very damag- 
ing to the structure and legitimacy of 
local democracy. By burdening local 
government with the most unpopular 
kind of lump-sum taxes, then forcing 
them to increase them, national politi- 
cians are turning their local counter- 


parts Into figures of toathing and resen t- 
menL They may not much care. But, we 
strongly suspect, it won’t work anyway. 
The last time pass-the-blame was 
played, when the poll tax was intro- 
duced, blame for the new tax stubbornly 
refused to shift from Westminster. 

The likelier tactic is the old one - 
find unpopular things and people, 
and tax them. Ibday, any democratic 
Western party is likely to turn even- 
tually to taxing pollution and traffic, 
just as the Conservatives have done 
and Labour would do. The war on 
“alcopop” drinks is just the latest in 
a long tine. But there is a more sub- 
stantial hate-figure, discovered by the 
press and quickly exploited by Labour 
- the “fat cats” and the privatised 
semi-monopolies of the utilities. Here, 
it is clear, a straightforward political 
race is now on to tax them. Gordon 
Brown was there first but his pro- 
posals on shar e options and tax loop- 
holes have been largely adopted by the 
Government Now, as we report today, 
the Conservatives are mimicking 
aspects of Labour's promised attack 
on the utilities. 

Well, that's competitive politics - just 
the sort of auction that has always been 
a part of representative democracy. It 
will, inevitably, go too far, and the 
denuded geese - or starveling felines, 
depending on your metaphor - will 
find life unexpectedly tough for a 
while, no matter who is in power. And 


then, inevitably, the politicians will 
have to search’ for a new line of tax 
attack And perhaps by then, the grow- 
ing evidence of public disquiet about 
disparities in pay will provoke a new 
fashion ... for income tax. 


Walkers for 
freedom 

T here was an old socialist cartoon 
which had a working-class walker 
confronting a mounted land- 
owner. The owner orders the 
proletarian off his land. Why? he 
demands. Because I own it. Why do 
you own it? Because my family has 
owned it for hundreds of years. How 
did they get it? They’ fought for it. 
Right, says the sturdy trespasser, 
rolling up his sleeves, then I'll fight you 
for it now. 

This was not, quite, the approach of 
the Ramblers' Association in its 
struggle with the Country Landowners’ 
Association, which held a conference 
yesterday. But they have been aggres- 
sive. In fact, the ramblers* huge success 
in opening up Britain is unstoppable 
and, more to the point, benign. In a 
crowded, urban island, with many com- 
peting demands for use of the country- 
side, few activities arc as quiet and 
harmless as simply walking through it. 
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Budget hits 
the poor 
- and lovers 

Sir: On 25 November The 
Independenl made a strong case for 
prioritising poverty reduction in 
the Budget (“A rich nation should 
budget for the poor”). Now we 
know the reality -that all we can 

expect is more of the same policies 
which have so tragically divided our 
society over the last 20 years. 

The Budget should have sown 
the seeds of a National Poverty 
Eradication Flan which recognises 
that in a nation as rich as ours, 
existing levels of poverty are 
unacceptable. Although the “ 
Government committed itself to 
producing such apian at the 
United Nations world summit for 
social development in Copenhagen 
last year, it now denies the need for . 
such a plan since the UK has “the 
infrastructure and social security 
systems to prevent poverty and 

maintain living 

y All 140 members of the UK 

■ Poverty Coalition can provide 

disturbing accounts of the impact 
poverty has made on families and 
communities. Our evidence shows 
that conditions are continuing to 
deteriorate rapidly. 

MONA PATEL 
Co-ordinator 
UK Coalition, 

UN International Year for the 
Eradication ofFoverty 
London SES 

Sin The abolition of the cme-parent 
benefit of £620 a week ignores the 
piles of submissions to the 
Government showing that the 
current levels of income support 
cause parents and children to go -[ 
without food or to eat an - I 

inadequate diet, I 

There is no published research , 
by the Department of Social 
Security which disproves the 
evidence of malnutrition in Britain. 
It is impossible to assert as they do 
that claimants are free to spend 
their money on healthy eating, 
since they are in a position where 
food, heating and clothing compete 
for an inadequate income. This 
year the Low Income Project Tfeam : 
report of the Department o£ 

Health makes it dear that for many 
people a healthy diet is beyond 

t their means. The Commission on 

7 Social Justice reported that the 
poorest are dying younger than in . 
1981, while the rich live longer. The 
Budget is a killer. 

Die Rev PAUL NICHOLSON 
Henley-on-Thames, 

Oxfordshire 

Sin Polly Tbynbee uses a nice 
metaphor about the body politic 
bring “short-circuited’’ so that the - 
brain remains unaware of how 
money could repair the social 
fabrie f ■'Poverty by a thousand 

cuts", 25 November). la reality the 
brain is not short-circuited at alL It 
has calc ulate d that the costs of - 
inequality (increased chance of 
crime, expenditure on burglar 
alarms, etc) are far outweighed by 
the benefits (money in thebank to 
boy stylish dothes, new cars and . 
forei gn ho lidays)- The anti-welfare 
majority are quite prepared to live 
marisk society provided they can 
fiettbeir fix of materialist 
.. individualism. 

QV1 MORGAN 
litgobi ■ 

Sir. i work in England and I fly 
ha* to Northern Irelandon the 
‘"was” shuttle” from Bimungjiam 
week-ends. The flights are lull of 
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home to see their families; parents 
flying back from marriages, 
christenings, graduations in 
Britain; old bewildered couples 
from “the country”, who have just 
seen their first grandchild in 
England; homesick students going 
back for mum’sJrish stew and 
wheaten bread, with a case full of 
dirty washing. 

Belfast City airport on a Friday 
night is frill of inextricably 
intertwined couples, women 
enjoying a good weep, and children 
running up to dadoes and grannies 
yelling, “Have you got me a 
present?” 

Now the Chancellor wants to tax 
this at £20 for a return flight in 
airport duties. It’s not tourists who 
are flying, at least at this time of 
■ year - they don't like the 
horizontal rain. The tax to fly 
home twice a month will be just . 

under £500 a year. That’s a big tax 
on those in love. Wasn’t the 
Chancellor ever in love, or has any 

flicker of romance gone out of the 
man? - - 

HUGH PHILLIPS 
Carrickfergus, 

Co Antrim . 


g loved cmes; fathers returning 


Sin Following your Budget 
analysis (How the Budget 
affects your ppcketr,-26 
November), could you introduce 
: me to the lady earning £85,000 
who. drives a Metro wade her 
husband, earning a paltry 
£32,000, gets to drive the Jaguar? 
She is either (a) a loving* 
generous and caring individual, 
n>) averse to driving large cars, or 
(c)bonkets. 

Whatever the case, she seems- 
like my type of woman. 

DUNCAN ABBOTT 
New Mrdden, 

Sumy. 


Hysteria about 
the ‘environment’ 

Sir: Having retired to my family 
farm after a career first m forestry 
and then as a business consultant I 
have been contemplating 
conservation, conservationists and 
their often hysterical outpourings 
with increasing amusement. 

My farm was once a post-glacial 
desert, then it was a birch-alder 
scrub, then later an oak-beech- 
dominated woodland building up 
the fertile soil over many centuries. 

■ Then man arrived and cot down 
the trees to make fee farm. Two 
miles up the valley, his cousins 
felled the fine pine forest, caused 
the soil to deteriorate, and left it 
deserted to develop into a deep 
sp hag num bog. The woodland sub- 
species of the day, fauna as well as . 
flora were, for all I know, 

devastated, but the corncrake 
arrived, and enjoyed life in the new 

cultivated oats and hay habitat. 

By then my bouse was heated by 
peat dug from around the ancient 
pine roots in the nearby bog. The 
so3 there was once again exposed 
and brought back into cultivation 
. using modem methods. . 

Tbday I am too lazy to cut the 
peat left in my corner of the bog. 
The local gun chib breed pheasants 
there and shoot them for sport. The 
farm, meantime, has been turned 
over entirely to grass and the 
corncrakes nave all gone. The first 
squirrel, a grey, arrived in my strip 
of broadleaved woodland a week 
ago, to everyone’s delight. 

I would like to invite any 


conservationist to tell me: is my 
“environment” endangered, or is it 
simply evolving as it always has 
done? 

gilwarnock 
Balfymoney, CoAnaim 


Teachers keen 
on grammar 

Sir As one who has spent the past 
18 months trekking round the 
country with a grammar roadshow 
for teachers, 1 can save the School 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority the bother of setting tests 
to determine their level of 
grammatical knowledge 
(“Grammar tests for teachers”, 27 
November). 

Of course many teachers feel 
shaky about En glish gr ammar - The 
subject has been out of fashion in 
our educational system for several 
decades, so teachers under about 
40 years of age have often been 
taught vexy little about iL Even the 
over-4Qs lade confidence, because 
in the intervening years new ways 
of analysis have been introduced 
and terminology like “extended 
noun phrase” and “sentence 
connective" have appeared in 
National Curriculum documents. 

However, given the opportunity 
to learn, the teachers I’ve met have 
been interested and keen to 
acquire the knowledge they need to 
get on and teach their classes. 

Rather than tests and surveys 
which generate more and more 
negative headlines, why don’t 
SCAA do what they're always 


urging teachers to do: work out 
what their charges need to know 
and find efficient, effective (and 
preferably enjoyable) ways of 
communicating it to them? 

SUE PALMER 
Language Live 
Truro. Cornwall 


BSE: don’t 
blame burgers 

Sir Contrary to popular belief; 
burgers and sausage meat are not 
the culprits in the spreading of the 
BSE organism (“CJD to kill 
hundreds", 26 November). It has 
been illegal to add cattle brains to 
mince and to sausage meat since 
well before BSE appeared. 
However, cattle brains were - and 
calves’ brains still are - permitted in 
“meat products” which are defined 
as meat pies, p&t£s, stock cubes and 
tinned items. The heating involved 
in their preparation does not 
destroy this organism. 

The transmissib le s p ongiform 
encephalopathies (TSEs), of which 
CJD, BSE, scrapie andkuru are 
examples, are caused by a uniquely 
mysterious infective agent poorly 
understood by scientists, let alone 
the general public. Thus h is almost 
indestructible, it proliferates only 
in the central nervous system - not 
in theperipheral nerves and 
therefore not in the muscles, which 
is why red meat is not infective; it 
lurks foryears in an outwardly 
healthy individual whose brain is 
nevertheless infective, and it causes 
disease in some individuals only, 


however big the dose swallowed. 

Only some types of sheep get 
scrapie, only some types of cattle 
get BSE and only one type - 
genotype - of humans develops 
CJD. That is why the expected CJD 
epidemic wfll fortunately be 
restricted in the way described by 
Charles Arthur. 

HC GRANT MD. FRCP 
London NWS 


Battle for the 
British Museum 

Sir: British Museum staff are 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

Hue 01 71-293 2056; e-mail; ktters@independenLco.uk). 
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hear that Andrew Edwards 
considers neither of his proposed 
options for the museum palatable 
(letter, 22 November). Throughout 
his report he seeks to portray staff 
cuts as not only palatable but very 
much to Treasury tastes. 

The British Museum is already 
some 10 per cent below strength, 
and is haying to dose up to a third 
of galleries at any one time because 
it cannot afford to employ enough 
wardens. Any further cuts would 
seriously damage our ability to 
function. The debate about 
whether or not we should be forced 
into introducing admission charges 
will hopefully focus attention on 
the real issue: that the Government 
must restore the cuts which it has 
made and provide adequate long- 
term funding for what Mr Edwards 
describes as “a jewel in the nation’s 
crown". 

DENIS CALNAN 
JILL COOK 
DICK DESMOND 
BEVERLEY FRYER 
CHRIS WINTER 
Trade Union Side 

The British Museum, London, WCl 



Scots traditions 
made in England 

Sir Your article on the 
“Independence" tartan for English 
Scots and other New Scots 
(“McAnglos reveal designs on 
independence*’. 18 November) 
states that there is an irony to the 
existence of this new plaid. But 
there is an irony to many Scottish 
and Welsh traditions and the 
associated nationalism. 

An English Quaker. Thomas 
Rawlinson, invented the so-called 
Scottish national dress, the kilt. 
After the British government ban on 
Highland dress was lifted it was the 
Highland regiments formed by the 
British government which revived iL 

Apart from the fake tradition of 
the kilL Scotland does not have one 
national dress but two. These are 
the long Irish shirt tunic and cloak 
in the Highlands and the trews in 
the Lowlands. Scottish national 
identity is in many ways a recent 
phenomenon. For centuries the 
Saxon lowland Scots considered the 
Highlanders as being Irish, as their 
culture had more in common with 
Ireland than the Lowlands. The 
idea of family or clan tartans were 
the invention of manufacturers to 
drum up business. Traditionally 
there were only regional designs. 

Is it not ironic also that the Welsh 
national dress is the same as that of 
the English in the 1620s? The bizarre 
druidic rituals of the Eisteddfod are 
an 18th-century invention. 

JAMES FRASER WILD 
Lymington, Hampshire 


How students 
pay their way 

Sin Dr Anna Maidens is right to 
ask whether students can earn a 
wage at college without damaging 
their studies (letter. 2? November). 
The fact that over half of all 
students now regularly work up to 
10 hours a week during term-time 
suggests a major change in 
students' sources of income. The 
PS1 study was nou however, 
designed to assess the impact of 
this change on academic 
performance but to examine 
student income and expenditure. 

Our work has shown that 
younger students' incomes rose by 
just over £400 in real terms over 
seven years (1989-1996) and we 
recognise that this is not a sizeable 
increase. However, it is clear that 
certain groups of students do 
experience financial hardship, in 
particular lone parents and single 
mature students. To suggest that 
concern should be directed towards 
these types of students is not 
implying that “everything is rosy" 
in the academic garden. ~ 

Dr CLAIRE CALLENDER 
Senior Research Fellow 
Policy Studies Institute 
London NW] 


Beauty is truth 

Sir Following your report on the 
marking of A-level English 
examinations (“Keats exam is not a 
thing of beauty”. 23 November), I 
would like to add my voice to 
support the view of Dr Brian Martin. 

The extension of the principle of 
quantitative assessment, as used in 
science examinations, to the 
judgement of aesthetics, is absurd. 
Would the School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority ask pupils to 
judge the relative beauty of the 
Greek temples at Phestum in order 
of merit, and if so, on what basis? 
They might take the Parthenon as 
a standard of “First Class Beau tv” 
IANDODSWORTH ' 
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Murdoch’s 
control of 
digital TV will 
lead to a lack of 
choice, says 
Polly Toynbee 


TV meets the law of the jungle 


T hey must be break- 
ing open the cham- 
pagne bottles by the 
jereboam inside 
Rupert Murdoch's 
News Corp today. They have 
won what they wanted - effect- 
ive control of digital broad- 
casting. Anyone wanting to 
enter the brave new world of 
digital television will be able to 
do so only through Murdoch's 
gateway, through his exclusive 
set-top box. 

Digital television, as the 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Ian Taylor explains on this 
page, will offer some 150 new 
channels and a whole new 
interactive world in which 
viewers can call up any film or 
programme from the archives, 
any specialist channel or ser- 
vices such as banking or shop- 
ping. For the foreseeable 
future, the gateway will be con- 
trolled by Murdoch, regulated 
by Oftel, the telecommunica- 
tions watchdog, which has been 
given more power and speed of 
action than in previous drafts. 

Mr Taylor is somewhat 
patronising and deeply com- 
placent. The Government is 
mortgaging access to digital 
TV All along, Murdoch has 
argued that enterprise, daring 
and risky investment should be 
rewarded. These sentiments 
are amply echoed by the min- 
ister “Those who move first to 
develop the market and hear 
the brunt of the investment 
risk, sbould be able to gain 
some advantage from doing 
so.” The Government has 


ensured that they will: the 
imperative of market farces 
has prevailed over the principle 
of the level playing field. 

When Murdoch set up Sky 
he did indeed take a phenom- 
enal financial risk, coming 
within half an hour of his whole 
empire crashing. He risked all 
and gained all. BSB was a clas- 
sic example of the lame fol- 
lower crushed by the dominant 
first-comer. BSB. set up in 
Britain, was controlled and 
regulated as to content and 
quality, by British law. Sky 
never suffered any such restric- 
tions, being based in Luxem- 
bourg. Taking over BSB, Mur- 
doch persuaded the Govern 
ment he did not also take over 
the obligation to be regulated. 

But in digital television he 
risks far less - though the 
rewards are likely to be similar. 
Few experts imagine now that 
anyone else will dare enter the 
digital market, trying to sell 
people a second box. To be first 
is to be king. 

Yesterday the Government 
finally published its long- 
delayed regulations, under 
which Murdoch must operate. 
Under an EU directive he has 
to offer other broadcasters 
“open and fair” access. The 
wrangling in recent months 
behind the scenes concerns the 
highly complex details of what 
“open and fair” means in prac- 
tice. Oftel will act as regulator, 
overseeing the price charged 
and the prominence that is 
allowed to other broadcasters' 
programmes. (Murdoch could 


put BBC1 on channel 219, for 
example). Don Cruikshank of 
Oftel carries immense author- 
ity and respect, and will no 
doubt do his best. (Strong 
rumours that Murdoch’s men 
have been lobbying for Cruik- 
shank's removal show that they 
do consider him an obstacle.) 

Both BBC and ITV lobbied 
fiercely for all Murdoch's boxes 
to have a connector for a com- 
mon interface, to ensure that 
no one operator had sole con- 
trol. They lost that battle. So 
the BBChas been arguing for 


it to be mandatory for Mur- 
doch to license out his tech- 
nology to any manufacturer 
wanting to make compatible 
boxes. Sir Christopher Bland, 
the chairman of the BBC, gave 
a blistering speech last week 
warning the Government not 
to give Murdoch sole control. 
He reminded them darkly that 
the BBC was dumped from 
Murdoch's Asia satellite when 
it offended China with its forth- 
right documentaries . 

Yesterday the BBC said: 
“Consumer access to all digital 


broadcast services is too im- 
portant to be at the mercy of 
market forces or commercial 
negoitiations with dominant 
suppliers. It is essential for 
consumer choice that no indi- 


ively over. The Government 
has given Murdoch most of 
what he wants, although Oftel 
has been given more teeth than 
News Corp would have liked. 
Murdoch recently described 
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vidua I company or group of sports rights as his “battering 
companies controls the digital ram” for gaining entry into 
gateway." ITV said: “These people's homes wrth his dishes. 


regulations go some way to 
meet our concerns, but they 
still may not be enough to pre- 
vent a single operator acting as 
gatekeeper." 

But there is nothing anyone 
can do now. The fight is effect- 


Bnt an even more powerful 
battering ram is his command 
of the press to intimidate politi- 
cians to give him what he wants 
in his commercial dealings. 

Labour will “pray against" 
the laying of these regulations. 


ensuring that there is at least a 
debate m the Commons. But it 
will come to nothing, because 
the regulations cannot be 
amended in the House. 

In government. Labour 
could reopen some of these 
issues - including the question 
of monopolistic media owner- 
ship. Labour could challenge 
Murdoch's cross-subsidy of ms 
loss-making limes with funds 
from Sky in order to drive out 
others with his anti-competitive 
price war. US competition law 
would never allow such preda- 


tory pricing. Labour could re- 
open the question of quality 
and content on the Sky chan- 
nels, enforcing the EU quota of 
at least 51 per cent European 
programmes. 

Ian Thylor writes with dis- 
dain: “The subject can be very 
emotive." Indeed it can. He 
mocks the suggestion that “the 
Government is standing idly by. 
watching media moguls follow 
a remorseless course to global 
domination.” Yet that is what 
we are seeing unfolding before 
our very eyes. 


A new era, a new market 


T he introduction of 
digital television in 
this country will be a 
vital step in opening 
up the new markets 
of the information society to 
competition between different 
providers and delivery platforms. 
Yesterday the Government pub- 
lished detailed proposals for the 
regulation of an important ele- 
ment of this, conditional access. 

In pay television, such as 
BSkyB and cable currently offer, 
if you have a subscription then 
conditional access is the tech- 
nology which lets you view your 
chosen programmes. It is also 
the technology that lets broad- 
casters reach the consumer. Typ- 


ically it stts in a set-top box 
which the viewer has to buy or 
rent and which will in future be 
needed to receive all digital tele- 
vision services, including those 
put out by the BBC and TV. 

The consumer is unlikely to 
buy more than one such box. So 
the box, and the conditional 
access technology within h, form 
a gateway between all broad- 
casters and all consumers. The 
person who controls the box 
controls this gateway. 

This is a subject on which 
there has been a good deal of 
press and parliamentary interest 
in the last few weeks. Much of 
the coverage has been sadly 
one-sided and singularly ill- 
informed. The subject can be 
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These are valid concerns. 
They have been addressed in the 
regulations we brought into 
force in August and again yes- 
terday. But the coverage 
continuing in some quarters of 
the media tries to suggest the 
Government is standing idly by, 
watching media moguls follow a 
remorseless course to global 
domination. Some commenta- 
tors roust have been asteep in the 
months while these issues were 
debated in the Broadcasting B9L 
I first issued outline propos- 
als suggesting how we would 
approach regulation of condi- 
tional access in January: After 
detailed debates in the House, 
fuller proposals were published 
in June and regulations were 
brought into force in August on 
the licensing of the essential 
technology to set-top box man- 
ufacturers, a fact which some 
commentators still have trouble 
acknowledging. But then not 
everyone wants to let the facts 
get in the way of a good story. 
Again we took account of exten- 
sive representations to refine 
further the proposals, which 
were published yesterday. After 
a short period of final consulta- 
tion we will lay the remaining 
regulations before the House 
before the recess. They will then 



The digital age 
offers bright 
prospects, and 
the right level 
of regulation is 
in place, says 
Ian Taylor 


come into force within 21 days. 

The Government remains 
committed to ensuring tbe early 
development of digital services 
on all broadcast platforms. We 
wish to see the development of 
competition, as the best guar- 
antor of healthy markets and of 
the consumer interests. There 
arc many siren voices calling for 
extreme actions in their own self- 


interek.'Tbe Government hiis'to ’ role,' we have to 'provide strong 
balance all these interests. powers to deal with any abuses. 

The market for digital tefevi- - There are extensive powers 
sion services will be different fix the regulator should there be 
from the analogue market. It will any abuse which may distort, 
not be a question of “200 chan- restrict or prevent competition, 
nels and still nothing on". Digi- In practice, in implementing 

taiTV wflj bring an era of high the European directive we have 
value, interactive multimedia no authority to mandate panic- 
services, bringing substantial ularstandanJs, as the Italian gov- 
benefits to the UK economy, eminent has recently found out. 
Consumers will be able to call If we over-regulatc. wo will 
down special-interest pro- destroy incentives to invest in 
grammes, take out electronic digital. Our framework is essen- 
season tickets to follow their rially permissive, and will bite - 
home football team, conduct and bite hard - only in the case 
home shopping, even alter cam- of anti-competitive behaviour, 
era angles to track a favourite The power of the conditional 
star. Viewers will have control - access gateway demands no less, 
not just between channels but in But regulation alone rarely 

programming their own enter- creates services. For that we 
tahunenL This will be a growing need tbe initiative, capabilities 
feature as personal computer and resources or the market 
and TV debveiy converge. players. Given the profundity of 

Early development of this the investment challenge, broad- 
market is of great importance to casting interests could usefullv 
the UK. Innovation and early develop a more co-operative 
investment must be rewarded, approach to these problems, 
but there must be sufficient reg- rather than sniping at each other 
ulatoiy certainty to encourage it. across the regulations. Serious 
Those who move first to develop investors should concentrate on 
the market, and bear the brunt programme content, which will 
of the investment risk, should be have the power to enthuse view- 
able to gain some advantage era to switch to the digital age. 
from doing so. At the same time 
though, given the power of the 
conditional access gate-keeping 


The writer is Minister for Science 
and Technology 


UP TO 

£25 OFF 

1st year’s 

Buildings premiums 


UP TO 

32% OFF 

Home contents 
premiums 


Making a will? Leave it all to the experts 


Switch your buildings insurance from ^ 0 ^ 
your mortgage lender and we'll give 
you £25 off your 1st years premium. 

Whats more, if you take out contents 
insurance with Prudential at the same ^ 
time, you will receive a 15% discount, plus 
there's a further 20% off your buildings and 
concents premium if you're aged 50 or over. 

Find out how much you could save. Call now for a 
free quote. PLUS a FREE home security video. 




j Call Prudential on 0800 300 300 

i Line? ATT 0 fTT) Sam io Mpm Monday n» Frid.n. *fcim r*i 'ipm Saturday an J JOum tu 2pm Sunday. 

For ynur pmtevtinn. tall? »m dll? number will be munled 
<’ Plow: note. '» «*me casn wc may tu* be able rn provide a quote. Please quote rtfereruv GAD 162. 
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Miles 

Kington 

D id you know that 90 
per cent of people in 
this country die before 
they have made a wfll? 

Did you know that most of 
those who have made a will 
end up leaving all their 
money to the Government? 

Did you know that over 
half the wills made by people 
cannot be found after their 
death because they are too 
well hidden? 

Did you know that a will is 
not valid if written on 
greaseproof paper (see the 
case of Rex v Staples 1949)? 
Did you know that none 


of the above statements is 
true? And that they are 
merely the kind of statistic 
put at the top of articles 
which aim to frighten you 
into making a will? 

This is such an article. 

Bui don’t worry. 

This article is an article 
which takes you gently by 
the hand and leads you 
painlessly through the 
various stages of making a 
will. 

Ready? Firsl of all, you're 
going id need a large piece 
of paper. Very large, if 
you’re well off. Not so large, 
if you haven’t got much to 
leave. Very large indeed, if 
you are going to write one of 
those old-fashioned wills 
which goes into great detail 
about how you feel about all 
your relatives, servants, old 
girlfriends, etc. especially if 
you take the opportunity to 
say things posthumously 
which you felt it was too 
dangerous to say in your 
lifetime, such as that Lord 
Lucan is a murderer. (“I am 
often asked." writes a 
lawyer, “whether it is 
possible to commit libel 
posthumously through a 
libellous statement 
contained in the reading of a 


will. The answer is no. A 
dead person cannot commit 
libel. However, the solicitor 
reading out such a statement 
to the assembled relatives 
and mourners can be 
prosecuted for slander, and I 
would advise Lord Lucan to 
go for a killing with the 
solicitor! If you know what I 
mean..." At the top of tbe 
paper write in big curly 
letters “This is the Last Will 
and Testament of..." 

(T am often asked*" 
writes a lawyer, “if one has 
to write that this is the last 
will and testament evety 
lime one makes a will. 
Obviously, only one will can 
be the last one. But each one 
is the last at the time of 
making it. Therefore one 
should go through all 
previous wills at the time of 
making a new one, altering 
the wordii^; to say This is 
the Penultimate Wfll and 
Testament oF, or This is the 
Last but Three Wfll and 
Testament', but in practice 
this is not necessary.” ) 

You may at this point 
wonder why it says will AND 
testament. Is there any 
’ difference between a will 
and a testament? If not, why 
are both mentioned? Well, 


the answer is that all lawyers, 
like all politicians and 
Welshmen, like to indulge in 
tautology to sound sincere. 
They repeat everything in 
different words. They say 
“certainly and assuredly”, or 
“I hope and pray”, because it 
sounds twice as impressive 
even though it is merely 
twice as long. 

Right We’ve got as far as 
the first line. Now we have to 
put your name in, so that it 
reads “This is the last will 
and testament of John 
Arthur Nettiebed”, assuming 
that that is your name. If 
that is not your own name, 
use your own name, 
otherwise Mr Nettiebed will 
be giving away a lot of 
money! 

(“When I said just now," 
writes a lawyer, “that one 
will must always be the last 
will, this is not strictly true. 
It IS i>Qssible to have two 
last wills written at the 
same time, or at least 
witnessed at the same time, 
and who is then to say 
which is the correct will of 
these two? In one case in 
which I was involved, the 
late lamented had 
apparently divided his 
estate among his family in 


one will and given it all to 
his solicitor in the other, 
making both wills at the 
same time. It was then 
noticed that the second wiff 
was written in the solicitor's 
handwriting! How we 
laughed! But sadly we had 
to set it aside.”) 

We now come to the bit 
where you say, “L being of 
sound mind...", which very 
properly raises the question: 
if a bloke was of unsound 
mind, would he dishonestly 
conceal this while writing a 
will, and lyingly put “I bein“ 
of sound mind” at the start * 5 
of his wifi? Alternatively, 
would a perfectly sane ch ap 
for a joke write at the 
beginning of his will; -], 
being off my trolley. . 

All this, and more, 
explained next time. 

This is the first or a SOO-nart 
series on “How to Make 
Yttar Will". If yon want the 
sUnply 

a blank cheque and we will 
do the rest! If you are over 
50, name your next of kin if 
J°n are not sure who ym,r 
next of kin is, send for ^ 
booklet, “Who Is My Next 0 r 
Kin, and Why Does He ' 
Never Come to See Me?" 
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the commentators 


It’s the heart of 
our democracy, 


When glamour is 
beyond parody 


Alittle 
honesty 
about how 
we are 
taxed and 
how that 
money is 
spent would 
mate us all 
pay more 
attention 


boffins in Whitehall. Politicians 

— mwu w oe rcact in mu ch the same way. 

onght-eycd and bushy-taDed There are, however, more 

about these things. Wfe are sup- resectable reasons for resisting 

posed to maintain that budgets 100 macfa hypothecation. For 

are terribly important, even example, many pubfic spending 

when they don’t feel like that. mKPr^S' deaaons have very long tails, 

But nearly everybody, at least in wnhdedskjQS taken now affect- 

the media or in the worid of “gspencBng in 20 or more years’ 

finance, seems to agree that time. So the people making The 

budgets have become much s P enc hng decision win not nec- 

more boring than they used to essarity be those paying for it. 

be. And for anyone who cares Such a system probably also 

about the future of democracy TJanrish over-weights the importance of 

that is worrying indeed. ^ niL'rtUSrl tofctygrtx^js: artiariaie and well 

Public spending in Britain McRae org^ed groups wookiproba- 

takes a litde more than 40 per biy find it easier to impose taxes 

cent of national output, low dv and aflocare sending than the 

Eurcpean standards but high S' Iks oxgansed, whose mleresrs 

the standards of the US, Japan woo ^ d scffer ' . And fliere are 

and especially the “t Sr some economc artrvmes, fike 

economies of feast Asia. That A Tiffin motarmg, winch do generate 

means that 40 per cent of the A little md ^ 

economic deciaons me taken i , ^ funds . needed to maintain 

noib^bwby-Lhem^S honesty 

jgsesBKg iSSSSs 

house -wondering whether the _ _ public sector needs. 

StS&S tmeedand .*-53—35 

how that 

Sari'S money is SStS^Sfi&ar 

&£m* 57 £S£ spent would JfSJTSSSMSS 

process. We do not connect, 1 used tofend parti cuW objec- 

except at the vaguest level, the TnflKP US 311 fives, then we could gauge the 
amount of money taken away support fin them. The German 

from us and the way in which T)Snr ffinyp “solidarity tax”, an additional 

this IS Spent We do not even A W Tnonmg t^Teiw^fmfT ftrmanq tn 

have the information to connect, QffpTlfinri transfer funds to the former 

for we have very little idea of £W»101UUU East Germany, is a good exam- 

how much revenue various taxes pie -even if it makes East Ger- 

bring in, and even less of bow marts a bit less popular, 

much things bought by tbepub- The other way forward is to 

lie sector really cost. While the connect what people pay efirealy 

tax ade of the equation does have a certain obvi- to what they receive. The obvious example here 
chis interest, the spending side is very, very bor- is the pension system: if the pension portion of 
ing. people’s contribution to National Insurance were 

This is dreadful Ifwe think of taxation as dis- inveaeri rm their hefmlf an d -they received » 
appearing into same sort ofblack hole and com- statement each year of the return on this fund 
plain that there are never enough funds topio- and the value of accumulated p ensio n rights, 
vide half-decent schools and hospitals, then we National Insurance would cease to seem a tax 
are questioning the very basis of our contract and tea genuine savingsfosurance scheme: The 
with the state. The climate of complaint is com- transfer of funds to the present generation of 
pletely understandable, but it is deepfy corrosive. . pensioner would WejrotHd know 

For the moment we maybe able to convince our- what we were buying, and we would trust it: 
selves that if the other side got in it would all be A savingfinsurance system makes rediaribo- 

different But it won't, because there will be no tiou from the haves to the have-nots more 


^TT«e’s Hollywood's 
H next DREAM 
XX GIRL,” yells the 
cover line on this mouth's 
American edition of Esquire 
, magazine. “The Allegca Cole- 
I man Nobody Knows.” 

AHegra's blond form blots 
out half the magazine’s title. So 
this is the new one. You take 
her in at a glance, without 
question, the. latest mayfly to 
beguile 10 minutes in the wail- 
ing room or the strap-hang 
home, the newest hapless hope- 
ful to keep the bar code read- 
ers bleeping ah over the Wsst 

There's got to be a twist, 
there’s always a new twist, so 
what is It this time? Ordinari- 
ness writ large. Blond hair un- 
evenly parted, going a little 
dark at the roots, exploding in 
split aids around her shoulders. 
A broad, pleasant, crooked 
smile. Tidy breasts under a 
ribbed white cotton vest that’s 
been through the washing 
machine several times too often 
and rides above her naveL Grey 
slacks hanging like grim death 
on to non-existent hips. 

They've really gone to town 
on the ordinary number here; 
it’s really cool, really post- 
modern, this suburban late- 
teen banality deconstructed 
and put together this way with 
such attention to detail. Yes, we 
buy it 

Only this time it's a spoof 
The idea is that AHegra Cole- 
man, from her dumb name to 
her dreary clothes and her 
fatuous declarations (“I am 
having thoughts. Really get- 
ting into thinking”) is a satiri- 
cal invention, a delirious piss- 
take of every sad little girl 
pumped by Hollywood’s big, 
efficient machine into some- 
thing profitably iconic. 

“Ailegra is utterly oblivious 
to herself, to her body”: an 
imaginary director - he 
directed Coleman * i in her small 
pari as a deaf swimmer in 
CEffhanger’'. “like she’s got a 
divine, passive unself- 
consdousness ... And you 
know, that’s very attractive.” 

Hie piece works and makes 
one laugh, but ifs an extremely 
dose-run thing . Because a mag- 
azine like Esquire is already 
cluttered with healthy speci- 
mens of American, man/ 
womanhood who have scarcely 
better claims on our attention 
than Allegra. 

The magazine runs the sort 
of risk that Thder might if it 
were to splash a marginally 
exaggerate Tamara Beckwith 
Jookalzke on the cover, or if 
HeUo! were to ... but no, ifs 
impossible to imagine how 
Halo! could parody itself on 
purpose; the thing is already 
relentlessly, helplessly self- 
parodic from front to back. 


too much hypothecation. Ebr 
example, many pubfic spending 
decisions have very long tails, 
with derisions taken now affect- 
ing ^penefing in 20 or more years’ 
time. So the people making the 
s pentfi ng decision wil! not nec- 
essardy be those paying for iL 
Such a system probably also 
over-weights the importance of 
lotty groups: articulate and wejD 
organs^ groups would ptoba- 
bfy find it easier to impose taxes 
and allocate amending than the 
less organised, whose interests 
would suffer. And there are 
some economic activities, Eke 
motoring, which do generate 
large revenues over and above 
the funds needed to maintain 
that activity. Give back to the 
motoring interest more of the 
money raised in feel and road tax 
and we might have a great road 
network, but we would not have 
so much Jeff over to fund general 
public sector needs. 

Nevertheless, connecting tax- 
ation to spending is oneway of 
increasing its legitimacy, and 
there are powerful reasons for 
trying to show people where 
their money does go, and allow- 
ing them to have some say in iL 
If same taxes were specifically 
used to fend particular objec- 
tives, then we could gauge the 
support, for them. The German 
“solidarity tax”, an additional 
income tax levied on Germans to 
transfer funds to the former 
East Germany, is a good exam- 
ple -even if it makes East Ger- 
mans a bit less popular. 

The other way forward is to 
connect what people pay cfirealy 


plain that there are never enough hinds to pro- 
vide half-decent schools and hospitals, then we 
are questioning the very basis of our contract 
with the state. The climate of complaint is com- 
pletely understandable, but it is deqfy concave. 
For the moment we maybe able to convince our- 
selves that if the other side got in it would all be 
different But it won't, because there wiUbeno 
more money for public services if there is no 
more money taken in taxes. Result we wiB be 


more money for public services if there is no explicit, and thus maybe harder. But in practice 
more money taken in taxes. Result we wiB be the tax system does not redistribute very much 
doubly disappointed and our democracy will be at the moment; and in so far asit does, it is tak- 
further undermined. mg money from people at one stage of their life 

So what is to be done? There are two broad and giving it back to them at another. In fact, if 
ways forward. One is to connect taxation topob- redistribution were made explicit rather than 
lie spending item by item. The other is for the covert, people could make an honest decision 
state to retain the overall responsibility for pub- about the extent to which they did want a retfis- 
lic services but encourage a shift to paying for tributive tax system, 
these byacombination of savings and insurance. That is the word: honest. People are not stn- 

The economists’ ugly word for tying paiticu- pkL They know that higher pubfic spending 
lar taxes to particular types of spending is means higher taxes. They need to feel they are 


it partly because it strips away their authority, 
for orduuuy people might have different Ideas 
about the level and allocation of taxation to the 


democracy. 


by Peter Popham 



The hero created himself; the celebrity is 
created by the media. The hero was a big 
man; the celebrity is a big name 


This is the pass we have 
readied: that celebrity can be 
conjured out of next-to-noth- 
mg, and yet for mysterious rea- 
sons we continue to buy iL 
How did we get into such a sit- 
uation? And does it matter? 

It has been a pretty king time 
coming. It was back in 1961 that 
Daniel Boorstin gave what 
remains the pithiest definition 
of modem fame: 

“The celebrity is a person 
who is known for his welj- 
knownness,” he wrote in his 
book The Image. “He is neither 
good nor bad, great nor petty. 
He is the human pseudo-event 
... The hero was distinguished 
by his achievement; the 


celebrity by his image or trade- 
mark. The hero created him- 
self; the celebrity is created by 
the media. The hero was a big 
man; the celebrity is a big 
name.” 

The journey to this strange 
destination began with the 
invention of rotary presses and 
mass circulation newspapers in 
the last century. But it was the 
arrival of the movies and of 
movie stars that really got the 
wagon moving. 

The first movie star was 
probably Flora Lawrence: 
unlike her predecessors. Flora 
was billed under her own name, 
earned a decent wage (the pre- 
vious ceiling had been $15 per 


week) and made the first pub- 
lic appearance in movie history 
when she visited St Louis, 
squired by her leading man, one 
King BaggotL 

Then the thing exploded: 
within four years, leading play- 
ers* fees had bounded from $15 
to $2500 per week. In 1916 
Mary Pickford signed the 
movies’ first miUion-dollar con- 
tract. and something changed 
for ever. “It was at the moment 
this deal made headlines,” 
Richard Schickel wrote in his 
book Common Fame, “that 
reward began to detach itself 
from effort and from intrinsic 
merit” 

Hollywood was on its way. 


The mix of unimaginable 
wealth with the glamour and 
fantasy of the pictures made it 
the most formidable celebrity 
machine in history. But. almost 
from the outset.* there was a 
glaring contradiction between 
the heavenly versions of reality 
shown on the screen and the 
hellish depths of addiction and 

violence 10 which many of the 
players plunged - and for the 
film studios the problem was 
that the negative images could 
resonate just as powerfully as 
the positive ones. 

So when, in 1 921 . the former 
plumber's mate Fatly Arbucklc, 
die “Riot o* Laffs Balloonatie” 
beloved of kiddies all over the 
country, was implicated in the 
rape and murder of an actress 
at a movie stars' orgy in a hotel 
in San Francisco. Hollywood 
was catapulted into the* worst 
possible headlines. “AR- 
BUCKLE ORGY - RAPER 
DANCES WHILE VICTIM 
DIES,” screamed one. 

The public reaction was 
rapid and violent. In Connect- 
icut. women tore down the 
screen in a cinema where an 
Aibuckle comedy was showing. 
In Wyoming, cowhands shot 
the screen full of hides. Eggs 
and bottles were thrown; his 
films were withdrawn from 
circulation. After three trials. 
Arbucklc was finally cleared of 
guilt. But he was never to be 
forgiven, and died a drunk at 
the age of 46. 

Hollywood had been taught 
a nasty'lcsson. After numerous 
other scandals and cover-ups, 
and attempts at censorship and 
regulation, the solution was to 
scale down Hollywood's heroes 
to the level of ordinary folks. 
They might be rich beyond the 
dreams of Croesus, but sheer 
envy was dangerous magic; 
much safer to press the normal 
button, to drive home the mes- 
sage that these huge figures up 
on the screen were, in essence, 
merely ordinary folks. 

They were neither gods nor 
devils. “The old exotic fancies 
were ... cancelled out,” Schic- 
kel wrote. “A new fiction of 
ordinariness was created.” 

Celebrity had been cut down 
to size, the old heroic nonsense 
reduced to sensible, moderate, 
modem images which people 
could identify with. At the same 
time, it became a commodity: 
trickier to package and handle 
than chewing gum or Coke, to 
be sure, but rooted with equal 
banality in the realities of the 
markeL But for a long lime 
nobody spotted this. It took the 
genius of Andy Warhol 10 seize 
on the essential affinity 
between a can of soup and the 
face of Marilyn Monroe. 

Tomorrow: the Fame Factory, 


Human rights, British wrongs 

We could be spared our blushes by incorporating the European convention, argues Patricia Wynn Davies 
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I f there is a sane lesson to be 
learned from the Lord Chancel- 
lor's unusual visit to the European 
Court of Human Rights on Monday, 
it is the one HM Government is least 
willing tolearn. 

The ruling by the Strasbourg court 
the same day, upholding the archaic 
English law of blasphemy in the dis- 
pute over the little-known video 
Visions of Ecstasy, was exactly the sort 
of case that should never have reached 
ft, one official remarked, correctly. 
I? The Government should have done 
the sensible thing years ago and made 
the European Convention cm Human 
Rights part of British law. Then cases 
such as this- involving the “margin of 
appreciation" principle that individual 
countries have wider latitude in defin- . 
ing human rights in the moral and 
, soda! field -would read] the court less 

often, as British judges would be 
appfying the convention themselves: 

This would have been one way of 
ensuring that more notice was taken 
of British laws and traditions, and 
that less dirty washing was laundered 
on the international stage. But suc- 
cessive Conservative administrations 
have chosen instead to make human 
rights claim* as difficult to parsue-as 

• possible - forcing individuals to 
embark on the tortuous business of 
complaining to Strasbourg, and then 
engaging in outraged spin-doctoring 
when a-decision - years later - goes 
against the Government. 

Monday's visit can be traced directly 
back to last year’s ruling, by a narrow 
H; majority of the Strasbourg court, feat 
1 the kBlmg of three unarmed IRA ter- 
: rorists in the Gibraltar “death on the 
TOti? incident involved unnecessary 
' face: MschaelHesdtine, the Deputy 
1 frhne Minister, led the wave of 
' protests; none the less, the individual 
j right of individual petition was still 
: jjjtictiy and permanently renewed. 

^ Tnfiuence", advised Whitehall and 
foe Foreign Office, was the practical 







The visit cfLvrd Mackay (left) toStrasbozcrg ■precedes a rukng on the former Guinness chief Ernest Saunders 


Hence Malcolm Rifkmd’s poation 
statement last year, declaring the 
Government “concerned about some ■ 
recent judgments of the court” and 
this week’s lobbying exercise, however 
subtie, by the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Macfcay. 

It is the most recent manifestation 
of the Government (tying to have it 
both^ ways ever Strasbourg.Brilam has 
won more cases- than is connuonfy 
believed, and there is. annoyance in 
Go v e rnm ent ditto whenever its Stras- 
bourg record is paraded in the media 
- 42 violations of the. convention, 25 
wins and 10 pending cases outofatotal 
of81complamtsovertbep0£t36yrars. 

Italy has suffered 91 violations over 23 


years and France 38 over 15 years, ft 
was pointed out this week. But if the 
UK's record is not so bad after all, why 
does il choose to dispatch the head of 
ftsjuffidaiy, who also happens to sit in 
the Cabinet, on amission to persuade 
a set of independent judges to take 
more account of British ways? 

Officiate have spotlighted five past 
and two pending cases where the Gov- 
ernment claims the “margin of appre- 
ciation” should have been, or should 


just a few weeks before a ruling in one 
of them, in which the former Guinness 
chief executive Ernest Saunders has 
complained under article six of the 
convention that he was deprived of a 


fair trial when statements made under 
compulsion to Department of Trade 
and Industry inspectors were used in 
evidence against him. The Govern- 
ment insists that the BID Goodwin case 
safeguarding the confidentiality of 
journalists’ sources was wrongly 
decided, and that the court was wrong 
to interfere with the Home Secretary's 
discretion to release young murderers 
held at Her Majesty’s Pleasure. Ipe fist 
goes on, underpinned by the belief that 
“human rights^ is somehow a subject 
that should only trouble less developed 
democracies than ours. 

Making the convention part of UK 
law would give those cases that did go 
all the way to Strasbourg the benefit 
of UK judges’ views on whether a per- 


son’s human rights had been breached. 
But the Government believes it is bet- 
ter to carp from the sidelines, seek to 
exert “influence” - with possibly the 
opposite effect in many cases - favour 
government service lawyers for judi- 
cial appointment, and issue vague 
threats. “For the support of the citi- 
zens of the Council of Europe coun- 
tries for the convention and its mech- 
anisms to be full-hearted,” Mr Rifkmd 
loftily declared in his statement, “it is 
important that the Strasbourg insti- 
tutions ...respect the decisions of local 
democratic institutions and tribunals.” 

The strategy could have been specif- 
ically designed to make Britain’s posi- 
tion worse, not better- and could have 
other unforeseen ramifications. 

Current reforms of the Strasbourg 
machinery will create a fuU-time rather 
than part-time court, requiring a fuU- 
time British judge, appointed well i 
before the age of 70. TTie more pres- , 
tigious Britain’s judge is, the more 
impact be or she will have in shaping 
the way the new structure operates. 

But what kind of independent- 
minded, high-ranking British legal fig- 
ure- even assuming he or she were put 
forward by the Government as a can- 
didate - would go? Gordon Stynn, 
Britain's former judge on the EU 
Court of Justice at Luxembourg, 
became a law lord on his return to the 
UK. But the Government has ensured 
the Strasbourg court is so undervalued 
that the idea of someone in that league 
considering appointment is dismissed 
as “fandful” m Strasbourg circles. 

It is time for a change of direction 
beginning, as Labour has pledged to 
do, with incorporating the convention. 
Lord Mackay has suggested that this 
would draw the British judiciaty into 
the “political” arena, and some judges 
seem uneasy. But they would all sim- 
ply get on with the job, however tricky, 
of reaching decisions based on legal 
principle. The sooner they are asked 
to get on with doing it the better. 






SHAKING WITH FEAR, 
HER MOTHER GONE, 

this little donkey was in a desperate 
situation. If we had not been there to 
save her - Flora would have been cruelly 

PUT TO DEATH. 

Every day our teams help donkeys in 
distress around the world. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - PLEASE 
SEND ANY DONA T/ON NO MA TTER 
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j I enclose Cheque/Postal Order for £ 

1 Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss _ 

; Address — 


Post Coda 













I 


usiness 


m 


cny 


Business news desk; tel 0171 -29S 2636 fax 0171-293 2098 
BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 


Clarke faces triple Budget backlash 


Economists outraged 
by spending plans 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Ed itor 

The spending and tax plans in 
Tuesday's Budget came m for fe- 
rocious criticism from econo- 
mists yesterday, even as 
Kenneth Clarke claimed he 
had been more prudent than 
commentators had expected. 

“It incorporates fiddles that 
would make the French blush. 1 
am staggered by it,” said Adam 
Cble, an economist at City bro- 
kers James CapeL “It has obvi- 
ously been one of the loosest 
spending rounds in recent years." 

David Maclde, an expert at 
investment bank JP Morgan, 
said: “It is not at all dear that 
the plans on paper can ever be 
delivered” 

Economists were particular- 
ly outraged by changes in the 
conventions for presenting the 
spending plans which made 
them appear stricter than they 
really were. In particular, the 
sales of the student loan book 
and Ministry of Defence hous- 
ing were classed not as pri- 
vatisation revenues, but rather 
offset against the departmental 
spending programmes. 

The departure from conven- 
tion allowed the Theasury to 
present the key public spending 
target, the Control Total, as 
about £2bn lower next year than 
it would otherwise have been. 

Despite the new adjustments, 
and despite slashing £900m 
from estimated contributions to 
the EU, the Budget also raised 
die Control Total for the current 
financial year by £5 00m. BSE- 
related spending of £l-5bn was 
partly to blame. 

Few analysts thought the 
Budget would allow the Chan- 
cellor to avoid raising interest 
rates if the Government was to 
hit its inflation target 

The Northern Rock building 
society yesterday announced it 
would increase rates for savers 


by 0.3 per cent because base 

rates were on the increase. 

Mr Clarke insisted he would 
raise interest rates if he had to. 
“I leave myself all the room for 
manoeuvre I require to deliver 
my inflation target,” he said. 

The City made some al- 
lowance for the political pres- 
sures on the Chancellor. “For 
a pre-election Budget it was 
much more prudent than ex- 
pected,” said David Owen, an 
economist at Kteinwort Benson. 

However, several aspects of 
the plans contained in the Bud- 
get Red Book were criticised. 

Most analysts doubted that 
the crackdown on tax avoidance 
and social security fraud would 
deliver the £6.7bn savings Mr 
Clarke had claimed. “If it was 
that easy, the Government 

‘It incorporates 
fiddles that 
would make the 
French blush. I 
am staggered’ 

would have done it long ago,” 
said Michael Dicks, UK econ- 
omist at Lehman Brothers. 

Mr Maclrie agreed. “This is 
the lrinH of thing the Italians put 
in their budgets,” he said. 

He also pointed out that the 
unexpectedly small figure of a 
net tax cut of £735 m next year 
relied on savings of £5G0m from 
VAT anti-avoidance measures. 
The normal net figure in past 
years has included only me- 
chanical estimates of the effect 

mentsand^edktions. Qnthe 
usual basis the giveaway in this 
Budget amounts to £1 Jbn. 

There was particular con- 
cern about the fact that pro- 


ceeds from the sale of the stu- 
dent loan book, amounting to 
£ 1 .5b n a year for the next three 
years, bad not been explicitly in- 
corporated in the Red Book. 
Like the £940m this year and 
£7U0m in 1997/98 from the sale 
of MoD housing, the Treasury 
subtracted it from departmen- 
tal spending instead of count- 
ing it as privatisation receipts. 

The Treasury said the student 
loan sale had been accounted 
for in that way because the 
transfer to the private sector 
meant it was as if students had 
repaid their loans to the Gov- 
ernment early. Adjusting for 
these two elements, and the fact 
that the contingency reserve for 
1997/98 was cut by £25bn, the 
Government’s departmental 
spending plans for next year are 
£3bn higher than in last year's 
Budget 

“The fairly unimportant tax 
changes have deflected atten- 
tion from the fact that this has 
been a loose spending round. 
The Government can not get 
away with this,” said Mr Cole. 

The Treasury also abandoned 
the convention of basing forecast 
social security spending on un- 
changed unemployment figures, 
pencilling in falling unemploy- 
ment benefit spending instead. 
This has reduced Government 
spending by several hundred 
million pounds in 1997/98 com- 
pared to the previous plans. 

City experts were equally 
doubtful about Mr Clarke’s in- 
flation forecast The Budget 
shows it falling to Z5 per cent 
on the target measure by the 
end of 1997. But this is below 
the average of other forecasts, 
and any overshoot on inflation 
will lead to Government spend- 
ing overshooting its targets too. 

Sterling rose during the day's 
trading before closing un- 
changed at DMZ55. The FTSE 
100 index fell 19 points to 
4,049.2. 



Utilities facing 
£5bn bill over 

cut tax breaks 


Man of the moment: Kenneth Clarke insisted he would raise interest rates if he had to: 
‘I leave myself all the room for manoeuvre I require to deliver my inflation target* 


Crackdown will hit Greenbury incentive plans 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 

A row broke out yesterday when 
it emerged that the Budget will 
heavily penalise new long-term 
incentive plans recommended by 
the Greenbury Committee on 
top pay, as well as many new 
share option schemes. 

Tax experts said that in a 
crackdown on payment of 


salaries in shares -a dodge used 
to escape PAYE - the Inland 
Revenue had also unexpected- 
ly caught these other schemes. 
Asa result, companies will have 
to pay a 10 per cent employers' 
National Insurance charge on 
profits made by staff from long- 
term incentive schemes, making 
them much more expensive. 

The same will apply to share 
option schemes that have not 


sought Revenue authorisation, 
which have become increasing- 
ly popular since the Government 
removed most of the tax bene- 
fits of share options last year. 

Brian Friedman, a partner in 
Arthur Andersen, chartered 
accountants, and president of 
the Society of Share Scheme 
Practitioners, said: “It will be an 
extra cost to the company and 
detrimental to the cause of em- 


ployee share ownership. It is a 
retrogressive step." 

Furthermore, the wording of 
the new regulations appears to 
bring a huge extra windfall to 
the holders of existing long-term 
incentive plans and unautho- 
rised share option schemes. 

The company rather than 


Asbestosis insurance 
deal lifts T&N shares 


Magnus Grimond 

T&N, the engineering group, 
yesterday unveiled a ground- 
breaking insurance deal and 
further provisions together 
worth a total of £1.2bn as it at- 
tempted to draw a line under its 
past as one of the world's biggest 
asbestos producers. 

The group's shares soared 32p 
to 176.5p, having been 35p 
higher at one stage, as analysts 
welcomed the move as lifting 
longstanding fears that T&N 
could be overwhelmed by a 
flood of personal injury suits 
from asbestosis sufferers on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

Sir Colin Hope, the chairman, 
said: “It really is that an as- 
bestos-free T&N is looking a re- 
alistic possibility." 

The latest plan is an attempt 
to cap the group's liability to fu- 


ture claims, which have already 
cost approaching £350m over 
the past 20 years, following a de- 
cision by US judges earlier this 
year to uphold an appeal 
against a previous class action 
settlement, the so-called 
Georginc settlement 
Following an actuarial study 
carried out by KPMG based on 
“worst case" assumptions, T&N 
wDl take a provision of £323m 
in this year's accounts to cover 
future claims, plus a further 
£50m for past claims which the 

S has already warned it 
suffer if Georgine fails. 
The charge will be financed by 
disposals, borrowings and cash 
flow and will not involve a 
rights issue “in the near term”. 
In addition, the group has ne- 

g dated insurance cover worth 
00m if the total nominal val- 
ue of claims lops £69Qm. The in- 


surance, arranged through bro- 
kers Sedgwick, will be provid- 
ed by Centre Reinsurance, part 
of the German Zurich Group, 
Munich Reinsurance and Eu- 
ropean International Reinsur- 
ance, pan of Swiss Re. The deal 
is thought to be the first time fu- 
ture asbestos claims have been 
reinsured. 

Sir Colin said: “These are 
very good quality companies. 
The liability is world-wide and 
with no time limit, so we had to 
make sure they would be 
around in 30 years." 

He said that the company had 
been “very, very careful to do 
a very prudent deal in terras of 
calculations." 

The actuarial figures sug- 
gested that they were around 
half-way through the potential 
claims, with perhaps a further 
£3 20m to £3 30m still to go. 
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income tax on the profits, but 
will not be able to deduct the 


Walker’s 
children in 
£35m suit 

Roger "frapp 

Former Brent Wilker chair- 
man and chief executive George 
Walker's three children are su- 
ing the company. Standard 
Chartered, its lead lending 
bank, and two trustees of the 
family trust for repayment of 
£35m used to support the 
leisure group in the early 1990s. 

A writ issued by the solicitors 
Harkavys in the High Court this 
week in the names of Mr Walk- 
er's three children - Jason, 
Sarah and Romla - and the 
French family trust company 
Jasaro alleges that £27 -5m was 
transferred from the trust com- 
pany to Brent Walker in 1990 af- 
ter duress and should be repaid 
with interest 

The document also claims 
that £7.5m paid to Standard 
Chartered in the following year 
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tax at source or have a legal 
right to claim it back from staff. 

Mr Friedman said: “It is go- 
ing to catch every unapproved 
share option scheme and every 
long-term incentive plan. It is go- 
ing to be a nightmare to handle." 

The tax glitch is because the 
maximum tax a company is al- 
lowed to withhold from an em- 
ployee under PAYE is a month's 
salary, but the tax on a long- 


term plan may be 20 times as 
much. Mr Friedman said: “I 
have clients with long-term 
plans vesting this week and 
they have no mechanism for 
withholding the tax.” 

Future schemes could indude 
an agreement with the employ- 
ee to cover the tax, but the soci- 
ety will be pressing the 
Government to take account of 
die problems of existing schemes. 


Chris Godsmaric 

Business Correspondent 

Drastic reductions to tax breaks 
for long-term investment in- 
troduced in the Budget could 
cost theprivatised utmties more 
than £5bn and could be more 
costly than Labour’s proposed 
windfall tax, a leading tax expert 
predicted yesterday. 

The changes, which dash the 
initial value of tax allowances for 
much of the utilities’ capital 
spending, were already being 
used last night as a weapon in 
the hostile takeover battle for 
Northern Electric and could 
also alter the fierce arguments 
between British Gas ana the in- 
dustry regulator over pipeline 
charges. 

The provisions reduce the 
amount of investment firms 
can offset against their tax bills 
from 25 per cent to 6 per cent 
if the cash is spent on long-term 
assets with a life of more than 
25 years. The rules do not ap- 
ply to shops, hotels, offices, rail- 
ways, ships and small firms. 

The Treasury said it would 
raise £325m in 1998-99 rising to 
£675m in 1999-2000, a large 
chunk of which is likely to hit 
the utilities. 

Graham Whrd, head of util- 
ity tax at accountants Price Wa- 
terhouse, said his clients were 
“extremely concerned.” He es- 
timated the total cost to utility 
shareholders in years to come 
would run into several billions 
of pounds: “If you look at all the 
businesses excluded from this 
then you are really only left with 
the utilities.” 

A director of another priva- 
tised company pledged to fight 
the legislation when it came be- 
fore Parliament. He com- 
plained: “This isn’t quite a 
substitute windfall tax but it's 
difficult to understand the jus- 
tification for it except in polit- 
ical terms." 

Sources close to British Gas 
suggested the issue could have 
an impact on the row between 
the watchdog, Olgas, and 
Trans Co, the company’s 
pipeline business which is cur- 
rently being investigated by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. 

Philip Rogersou, British Gas 
deputy chairman, was investi- 
gating the impact. He ex- 
plained: “It obviously has an 
effect on us. Gas, water and 
electricity companies all leap 



Moorfield makes £214m 
offer for Greycoat 


George Walker: Awarded 
£6m in a recent ruling 

should be repaid with interest. 
Standard Chartered confirmed 
that it had received the writ, but 
bad no particular comment to 
make. Brent Walker could not 
be reached for comment. 

The move comes two months 
after a French court ruled that 
Brent Walker should repay Mr 
Walker more than £6m. The 
case related to a claim dating 
back to 1989, when Mr Walker 
lent £20m to the company to 
help fund the acquisition of the 

William Hill cham. 


Nic Cicutti 

Moorfield Estates, the ambi- 
tious property company run by 
two termer top-rated City an- 
alysts, launched its expected bid 
for Greycoat yesterday, an- 
nouncing detailed terms of a 
£2 14m offer for the owner of 
Embankment Place, the giant 
office development near Lon- 
don’s Charing Cross station. 

The bid, made up of Moor- 
field shares and loan notes, 
will gjve Greycoat shareholders 
the net asset value of their 
holdings as determined by an in- 
dependent valuation. 

The value of the loan notes 
issued will be set by reference 
to the value of two central Ion- 
don properties, Embankment 
Place and an office block on 
Buckingham Palace Road, es- 
timated by Moorfield to be 


worth about £110ro. Moor- 
field’s move follows weeks of 
speculation over the likely terms 
or its offer. The company’s ini- 
tial approach earlier this month 
was rejected by Greycoat as be- 
ing “vague as to value”. It 
called for Moorfield to provide 
more detailed proposals. 

Marc Gilbard, managing di- 
rector at Moorfield, said: “Fol- 
lowing a meeting yesterday, we 
have made an offer to Greycoat 
and we look forward to work- 
ing with the company on the 


The offer by Moorfield was 
made in a presentation by Ham- 
bro Magan, Moorfield’s advis- 
ers, to NM Rothschild, acting 
for Greycoat. 

A spokeswoman for Greycoat 
said that it was too early for the 
company to give an immediate 
reaction to the bid, which would 


be considered in more detail 
shortly. 

The bid looks set to spark a 
bitter takeover battle between 
the two firms. Moorfield is 
headed by Mr Gilbard and 
Graham Stanley, former prop- 
erty analysts wbo quit their 
jobs at Goldman Sachs to take 
control of the company. 

They have built up a City fan- 
dub after a string of innovative 
deals, including teaming up 
with Blackstone, a privately 
owned New York investment 
bank, which has 8.6 per cent of 
Moorfield. Greycoat has come 
under fire from rebel investors 
for poor management. UK Ac- 
tive Value Fund, headed by 
Brian Myerson and Julian 
Treger, its second-biggest in- 
vestor with an 11 percent stake, 
is calling for the group to liq- 
uidate its £5 00m portfolio. 





■ MatapmalBMIwlIBtaD 


. M l 

Germany 3 .0 9 32 8 I 

-tacMUen 


fattntg Bar Igg fattrfa fen BnrUp 

Efton donl 0-5975 -0.Q3_n. 6515 

LfiI2L±fl.3Sc _l,5340 E MYMftt 05963 41.13 . 0.6519 

DWJlCTKtonl 2.5540 - 0,1 Ipf 2J039 DM Hontto rt 13261 -0.1 5d 1.4368 
!LfljHlteU89.70 3 + Yl,14a 155.788 

EJH tex 93.2_ until 82.4 |Mg 97-1 *0.1 9 4.3 





out at you immediately- It will 
hit profits and it will hit cash- 

0 The changes were also seized 
on by CE Electric, the Ub 
owned business engaged in the 
hostile takeover battle for 
Northern Electric, the privatised 
regional electricity company. 

David Sokol, CE's chief ex- 
ecutive said: "This unexpected 
tax change could have the effect 
of increasing the amount of tax 
Northern Electric pays. This 
may have a significant negative 
effect on the value of Northern 
Electric shares.” 

British Tblecom believed the 
tax change would cost £l0m a 

Gas, water and 
electricity- 
companies leap 
out immediately 
It will hit profits 

year, though most of its high- 
tech investment would not be af- 
fected because it has an 
“economic life" of less than 25 
years. The National Grid could 
pay an extra £20m a year in tax. 

Ken HUl, finance director of 
South West Water claimed his 
company would be directly hit: 
“We are looking into the fine 
print at the moment but it 
looks as though all water com- 
panies will be paying more tax 
very quickly.” The fears hit 
most utility shares, with Unit- 
ed Utilities dropping 6p to 
598-5p and the National Grid 
falling 15p to 194.5p. 

Labour msisted there would 
be no change to its planned 
windfall tax , though party of- 
ficials were delighted that the 
utilities were now likely to shift 
some of their lobbying effort 
against the Government. 

Frank Dobson, Labour's en- 
vironment spokesman, said: 
“The utilities behaviour has 
left themselves open to the 
charge that they've got away 
with murder. They may come to 
realise that our windfall tax isn’t 
so bad after all." 

The implications were sink- 
ing in as Ofwat, the water 
watchdog, yesterday criticised 
many privatised water firms 
for not doing enough to reduce 
leakage levels. 
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Bearish PDFM fund 
manager gets £989,000 

Peter Rodgers It switched heavily from eq- 

_ _ ... . uities to cash, which now makes 

2® ,e i Ul t f i , - nd,n ^ agerat U P about 15 percent ofirH? 
PDFM who believes the slock sets, tat because the 
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increase of 11 per cent over the now being watched wiSffLf 
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of the City s best-paid fond PDFM, part of Unfon Bank 
managers was inaugurated in a of Switzerland, has faSen ^ 
year during which PDFM’s fond mutually to the borto^'r 
management profits rose league tables as the 
^jrfy.UtderMrDyePDIM ket has continued to S 
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iWSwithata^aaiehetm FSjT^ybyCAK “T. 3 

astock market crash, which he performance measure*?® 
believes is inevitable. firm. ^“remem 


w 

Cj» lkS£> 


.* Jjthr ■ C ' Jx’-'. 





I 






' , ~k 


’ . 1 


iPj.J.r.' 

■ ’“K Vi.- 


K. 1 


M.-.waiprai 


* -viriv-iiv 


<’ » ! ;;! hit Line 




\ % 


t . s 0* 
■wort 




* 


.,4' 

,r 






d 


-ft- 


dS 




$ 


$ 


r 



•i 


THE INDEPENDE NT ■ THURSDAY 28 NO VEMBER 1996 


21 


business 



Clarke gilded the lily with his fingers crossed 




‘He has delivered 
more of a spree than 
he would like us to 
believe. Small wonder 
■the City is 
reconciling itself to 
another interest rate 
rise sooner 
rather than later* 


M ost of ns save to spend. Kenneth. 

Clarke has announced that he wfll 
spend to save instead. What he most have 
meant was spending to save his job rather 
than spending to save public money, for af- 
ter another dqr of taldmg a toothcomb to the 
detail of the Government’s Budget-forecasts, 
it is plain that front-line Government ex- 
penditure is not being cut in the way the 
Chancellor would like us to believe. The 
headline spending totals for 1997/98 arc a 
bit lower than last year's plans, but depart- 
mental spending on programmes -wbannost 
of us mean by public spending'- turns out 
to be about £3bn higher. 

The bottom line is that the Government 
has actually increased its planned spending, 
not cut it. The spending round was after all 
not as “eye-waterin^jr tight as Mr Clarke 
claimed in his Budget speech, unless he was 
referring to the ingenuity squeezed our of 
Treasury officials in concocting the plans. 
The approach of an election is having its nor- 
mal effect on expenditure control. 

An internal contradiction in the Chancel- 
lor's claims should already have alerted 
everyone to the fact that the Budget was not 
as tough as he advertised. White chi ming pnt- 
dence on the one hand, with his fingers 
crossed behind his bade on the other he was 
insisting that the tax burden on “ordinary fam- 
ilies” was falling. The Government was back 
to its tax Cutting a genda, t he f’hsmrali frr <aiH 
Neither claim is true. In fact, the amount 
of tax in the economy is on a rising trend, 


according to the forecasts published on Tues- 
day, and that's even discounting the amounts 
the Government hopes to gain from anti- 
avoidance measures. True, the extra burden 
folk mainly on business rather than the indi- 
vidual. but ultimately we all end up paying. 

This does not mean that the Budget was 
tough, however, for the share of Government 
spending in GDP is most unlikely to fall as 
predicted Moreover, Mr Clarke has used 
same tricks that even his opposite numbers 
in Ranee and Italy could have been proud 
of in his attempt to make the figures look as 
flattering as possible. Fbr instance, anticipated 
proceeds from the sale ofMoD housing and 
the student loan book have been taken onto 
the books as if they were a cm in spending. 
Needless to say, this does oat count as for as 
the Maastricht criteria are concerned. But 
then anything France can do... 

. Give Mr Clarke the credit he is due; it 
could have been a lot worse, and be resisted 
pressure for an overt pre-election splurge. 
But be has delivered more of a spree than 
be would like ns to believe. Small wonder 
the City is recon effing itself to another 
interest rate rise sooner rather than later. 


Windfall tax with 
a different name 


T he Chancellor, as it turns out, did not 
have a trick up his sleeve to spike 
Labour's windfall tax. But he did conjure up 


something that bears more than a passing 
resemblance to it. If the accountants are cor- 
rect, then die new restrictions on capital al- 
lowances announced m the Budget could cost 
the privatised utilities an extra £5bn. This, 
by an extraordinary coincidence, matches ex- 
actly the amount that Gordon Brown's 
windfall levy would raise. 

Treasury officials are quick to deny sug- 
gestions that Mr Clarke has succeeded m 
imposing a windfall tax fay the back door. 
Again it is mere coincidence that railways, 
ships, houses, shops, showrooms, hotels, 
offices and motor cars have been exempted 
from the harsher tax treatment meted out 
to assets with an “expected economic life" 
of more than 25 years. 

Who then does that leave? £r, the utili- 
ties mainly. Oh, and oil and drug companies, 
but they can afford it anyway. 

There are two main differences between 
Mr Brown's windfall levy and Mr Clarke's 
less than elegantly framed adjustment to tax 
treatment of long-life assets. The first is that 
Mr Brown's is a one-off levy which raises the 
£5bn up front whereas Mr Clarke's is a 
rolling tax. The Treasury wfl] not see the fufl 
£5bn until Sir Desmond Pitcher's great 
grandchildren are running United Utilities. 

The second is that the tax base for Mr 
Clarke’s change in allowances is likely to be 
a good deal narrower than Mr Brown's. 
Labour wants to clobber as many utilities as 
it can get its hands on. The Clarke tax , on 
the other hand, appears to be targeted 


mainly at the gas. water and electricity 
companies. BT will pi 


probably escape because 
the information superhighway is rolling out 
so last that assets barely last a year, let alone 
25 or more. 

The same does not apply to gas pipelines. 
In fact, if anything, technology is helping 
them last even longer and, anyway, the tax- 
man is hardly likely to turn a blind eye were 
British Gas to alter its depreciation policy 


overnight from 40 years to 25 to escape the 
tax. The outlook for the 


the mainstream utili- 
ties is bleak then. The windfall le\y wfll come 
cm top of the Clarke tax, for this is not one 
Labour wfll be in any hum’ to repeal. 


Oftel moves into 
the digital TV arena 


T he Department of Trade and Industry has 
eh 


falls short of what the BBC and the ITV 
companies wanted. Worried that Sky would 
flood the market with its own subsidised 
boxes months before any rival appeared on 
the digital scene, they requested that BSky B 
be forced to licence its technology to all 
broadcasters, so that they could issue their 
own “smart cards," and manage their own 
subscriber lists, even if customers were 
using the Sky’ box. The idea was that that 
way," BSfcyB wouldn't have access to com- 
mercially sensitive information about a rival 
broadcaster's subscribers. 

Customers arc not going to want to buy 
three boxes - one each for digital satellite, 
cable and terrestrial television. The “early 
mover" would therefore haw a built-in 


advantage, especially if the pioneer also con- 
trolled the i 


given way, if only a little, to vociferous 
itish broadcasters about the 


lobbying by British 

regulation of digital television. Whether the 
concessions wili be enough to ensure a lev- 
el playing field in what is likely to be a huge 
and commercially lucrative market is another 
matter. 

The DTI has given Oftel wide powers to 
regulate the “conditional access” technology 
that allows digital signals to be unscrambled 
in homes where subscribers have paid up. Ii 
promises that all broadcasters wfl] have “fair 
and non-discriminatory access" to any set- 
top box that can receive their signals. That 


conditional access technology and 
bad all the good programming. 

In the name of free markets and a pref- 
erence for light regulatory burden, the 
DTTs Ian Lang didn’t but' it. Bui he is allow - 
ing Oftel to regulate all aspects of condi- 
tional access, including subscription man- 
agement and electronic programme guides. 
If Don Cmickshank, Oftcl's director general, 
finds that BSkyB is abusing its gatekeeper 
role, then he would have recourse to reme- 
dies similar to those in use against BT, the 
dominant telecoms operator. The BBC and 
ITV could have done worse. Mr Cruick- 
shank has proved himself an effective and 
tough regulator in telecoms. Let's hope lie 
can repeal his record in digital TV. 


SFO launches Wickes inquiry 


Patrick Tooher 




The Serious Fraud Office and 
the Metropolitan Police have 
launched an official investiga- 
tion into the former senior 
management of Wickes, the 
Dry chain and builders' mer- 
chants group at the centre of a 
multi-million pound accounting 
scam. 

The inquiry began a week 
ago, but the news was only dis-’ 
closed yesterday “for opera- 
tional reasons", a spokeswoman 
at the SFO said. Nobody has 
been arrested and no search 
warrants have yet been execut- 
ed, she added. - 

In a short statement the SFO 
said: “The_ present manage-, 
ment of the company is co-op- 


erating folly with the SFO's in- 
quiries.’’ The names of the for- 
mer senior managers at Wickes 
who are under investigation was 
not revealed. 

The beard ofWidffis said it had 
been informed that an investi- 
gation into die activities of its 
former senior management was 
being conducted by the SFO. 

“The company intends to 
co-operate fully with these in- 
quiries. No farther comment 
can be made at this stage,” it 
added in a brief statement 

Henry Sweetbaum, Wickes’ 
former chairman and chief 
executive, resigned in June 
after disclosing that past prof- 
its were overstated. Shares in 
the company have been, sus- 
pended ever since and are un- 


likely to be re-listed until next 
year. 

The SFO had come under in- 
creasing pressure in recent 
weeks to launch an investigation 
into the Wukes affair after a re- 
port commissioned by the com- 
pany’s new management from 
the accountancy firm Price 
Waterhouse and City lawyers 
LinkJatcrs & Paines found that 
profits had been overstated by 
a total of£51m over the past six 
years. 

la a letter to sent to share- 
holders last month. Michael von 
Brentano, Wickes’ new chair- 
man, said the report confirmed 
“serious mismanagement” and 
“deliberate misrepresentation’' 
of certain rebate and contribu- 
tion arrangements with Wickes 1 


suppliers. It went on to say Mr 
Sweetbaum, as chairman and 
chief executive, was ultimately 
responsible for the group's 
policy on rebates. However, 
Wickes has stopped short of su- 
ing any former director, argu- 
ing such a move would be 
counter-productive. 

Mr Sweetbaum has agreed to 
repay £720,000 of profit-related 
bonuses in return for Wickes 
agreeing not to take action 
against Him. Under a similar 
arrangement former finance 
director Trefor Llewellyn, who 
now holds the same position at 
Garadon, the building materi- 
als group, paid back £485,000. 
Both men have firmfy .denied 
knowledge of the true aattme of 
the rebate schemes. * 


A third board member, ad- 
ministration director Michael 
Corner, also resigned without 
compensation and Wickes 
agreed to take no action against 
him. Mr Corner has been re- 
tained as a consultant to the 


company. 

Anothe 


Another director, Stuart 
Stradling, resigned as finance 
director m October after Price 
Waterhouse and Linklateis had 
completed their investigation. 

Two directors of Wickes' 
building supplies division have 
also resigned without compen- 
sation for loss of office. Mr von 
Brcntano’s letter said discipli- 
nary proceedings involving fur- 
ther middle-ranking executives 
and more junior staff would be 
implemented “hi due course”. 


Wickes has admitted that the 
SFO and the Department of 
Trade and Industry contacted 
the company in June when 
news of the profits scandal first 
broke. 

Last night the DTI would 
neither confirm nor deny 
whether it was conducting its 
own investigation into Wickes. 

It was also unclear if the SFO 
and police investigation would 
examine all the group's suppli- 
ers, a move which could destroy 
the business and put thousands 
of employees out of work. 

News of the SFO and police 
investigation comes at an awk- 
ward time for Wickes as it 
tries to repair a battered 
balance sheet with a rescue 
rights issue of up to £40m. 



comeback 


Paul Rodgers 


Sir Rocco Forte is returning to 


the hotel industry with plans to 
:12m, five-star hotel in 


build a £I2m, five-star 
fast-growing Cardiff Bay just 
oveT a year after Granada 
launched its successful £3.8bn 
takeover bid for his family’s 
listed company. 

Construction on the as yet un- 
named 120-bedroom hotel fa 
scheduled to start next summer, 
and is doe for completion the 
following year in time for the 
Rugby World Cup. 

The move marks the end of 
SSrRocco’s attempts to buy back 
some of. the hotels seized by 
Granada. Thlks between the 
two- antagonistic camps, in- 
cluding Sir Rocco's £lbn bid to 
recover Forte's elite hotels, 
were blamed for delaying the 
hotelier’s re-emergence. 

When he conceded defeat in 
February after one of the largest 
and meet bitter takeover battles 
in recent UK corporate histo- 
ry, Sir Rodeo ended with the 
vow; “I’ll be back.” His return 
is likely to be assisted by up to 
£3m in government grants un- 
der the Regional Selective As- 
sistance programme and other 
shnilsr schemes. 

Rocco Forte Associates 
(RFA), the family’s new private 
company, plans to set up a 
chain of 30 top-flight hotels in 
selected growth markets from 
Britain to Russia over the next 
fiveyears. A second UK project 
in Glasgow is slightly ahead of 
the Cardiff hotel but has yet to 
be officially announced. 


The chain will combine new- 
buDd hotels, mostly in the UK. 
with existing prope r ties in Ger- 
many, France and Italy. A pur- 
chase eariy next year would 
provide RFA with a cash 
stream. “We’re not trying to be 
the biggest hotel company in the 
world," said Richard Powell Sir 
Rocco’s right-hand man and 
RFAs marketing director. “But 
we’d like to set ourselves apart 
by having consistently high- 
quality properties.” 

Hie Fortes have been re- 
thinking their hotel strategy - 
much criticised during the 
Granada bid for its extravagance 
and low return on equity - and 


now plan to divorce luxury 
se of- 


from the stuffiness that so 
ten goes with ft. Their new ho- 
tels, however, will combine a 
butler on each floor with a 
chain-wide database tracking 
customers’ idiosyncrasies. 

High-tech systems will afao be 
built into the rooms,, allowing 
customers to check out without 
queuing at reception and to call 
up stock information and com- 
puter games. 

The Cardiff hotel will be the 
first of its calibre in Wales and 
the restaurant, to be leased or 
manag ed by a celebrity diet wiH 
aim to win the principality’s first 
Mrchelin star. 

Most of the equity in the 
Cardiff hotel wfll be held by Sir 
Rocco and his relatives, partic- 
ularly his sister and fellow RFA 

; director Olga FOlizzi. A small 
equity stake wfll go to Flortbo, 
a start-up property company 
that will manage construction. 



Back In business: Sir Rocco Forte’s plan to build a hotel at Cardiff Bay marks the end of 
his attempts to buyback some of the hotels seized by Granada Photograph: David Sandison 


Eurotunnel puts fire costs at £300m 


HGchaeJ Harrison 
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The cost pf last week’s fire in the 
tunnel Tlrnnel could reach 
nearly £300m, Eurotunnel dis- 
closed yesterday. But.it insist- 
ed the losses would largely be 
ii covered by msuranee anti vwuld 
not jeopardise .the deal to re- . 
®foictoreiu£8.7bn of debts. - 
The estimate for die cost of 
tite fife, given by Eurotunnel 
Patrick Ponsolle, fa 


lUD- 
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■ Speaking in Paris, -Mr Pon- 
solle put the cost of repairing 
the tunnel and replacing the 
burnt-out freight shuttle at 
|*300m-Er600m (£35m-£69m). 
He also said that if passenger, 
ami freight services were only 
able to resume ai50-60percent 
of their previous capaaty, it 
would mean a kiss in revenue 
of Fr2bn (£23 0m) over. 10 
months. 

However,. Mr Ponsolle said 
. the ultimate toss borne by Eu- 
rotunnel would be -only £5m- 
£7m. This is the amount. 
Eurotunnel is liable; to pay in 
penalties , to Eurostar in com- 





pensation for the suspension of 
through train services between 
London, Paris and Brussels. 

. The announcement helped 
reassure the financial markets 
and dealers marked Eurotunnel 
shares up 5J>p to dose at 81p. 

Eurotunnel has enough in- 
surance to cover £173m worth 
of damage to equipment and up 
to £520m of lost revenues. The 
freight shuttle destroyed in the 
fire was worth £lL5m while re- 
pairs to the tunnel and related 
equipment could cost £23m to 
£5 8m. 

Revenues, before the fire 
were running at £1.5m a day but 


would have risen strongly in the 
run-up to the Christinas and 
New Year period. There fa still 
no firm date for when limited 
passenger and freight services 
will resume although Eurotun- 
nel still says it fa hopeful it will 
be a matter of only days. 

Despite the prospect of the 
tunnel not being bade in full op- 
eration until weD into next sum- 
mer’s holiday ^ season, 
Eurotunnel insisted it did not 
expect any delay to the debt re- 
structuring agreement 
involves Euro tunnel swapping 
just under half it £8-7bn of ju- 
nior bank debt for equity, loan 


notes and other paper. The 
banks could emerge from the 
exercise owning 61 per cent of 
the tunnel 

Robert Malpas, Eurotunnel’s 
newly-appointed co-chairman, 
said: “Vre do not see at this stage 
that there needs to be any de- 
lay in the restructuring of the 
debt. The creditor banks have 
been very understanding, they 
wish us welL H 

On current plans, it is ex- 
pected to take until next March 
to get approval for the restruc- 
turing from all 220 creditor 
banks and Eurotunnel's 750,000 
shareholders. 


Investors 
consider 
BZW’s 
rights idea 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Institutions and investment 
bankers are meeting tomor- 
row to discuss a new method of 
raising equity capital aimed at 
resolving a dispute raging in the 
City ewer the future of share- 
holders' pre-emption rights. 

Members of the National As- 
sociation of Pension Rinds and 
the Association of British Insur- 
ers will be briefed on plans drawn 
up by BZW to combine the best 
of US and British, techniques. 

BZW proposes using US 
bookbuilding methods to mar- 
ket new shares to investors, 
while introducing a mechanism 
to preserve pre-emption rights 
for large investors - the oblig- 
ation a company has to give first 
refusal on new shares to its ex- 
isting owners. 

Until now, bookbuilding and 
pre-emption rights have been 
seen as mutually exclusive, the 
main reason pressure for a 
move to US methods has been 
strongly resisted by investing 
institutions. 

Big integrated investment 
banks say bookbuilding is a 
much cheaper way of raising 
capital than a rights issue be- 
cause they can market the 
shares more widely, but this 
claim of cheapness is hotly dis- 
puted by more Lraditional'mer- 
chant banks and by institutions. 

The institutions have yet to 
be convinced about the new 
BZW plan. However. Gra- 
ham Allen, chairman of the in- 
vestment committee of (he 
NAPF, said: “We are going 
along with an open mind.” 

Key uncertainties are whether 
fees wfll be higher with BZWs 
method and whether it is aimed 
solely at large investors and 
would brush aside the pre-emp- 
tion rights of small shareholders. 

Richard Regan of the Asso- 
ciation of British Insurers said: 
Institutional investors would 
clearly be concerned to see that 
the pro-rata entitlement of all 
shareholders fa adequately pre- 
served and they will look care- 


In Brief 


• House of Eraser lost its second senior executive in five months 
yesterday as the British retailer reorganised to beat widening loss- 
es. Richard Scott, the finance director, resigned. He follows the 
operations director. Tony Hancock, who left in June. Tie com- 
pany's chief executive, John Coleman, appointed in April, plans 
to overhaul the 140-year-okl business with store closures and changes 
to culture and management. “You can only change a company's 
culture by changing its people,” Mr Coleman said. The company 
losses in the half year to July more than tripled to £13.tim from 
a loss of £4 3m a year earlier. The company blamed poor plan- 
ning, unpopular goods and poor service. The shares fell 1 p to 152p. 


• Redland, the building materials company, warned yesterday 
that the strength of sterling had hit overseas profit, and fourth- 
quarter continental sales outside Germany were slightly behind 
expectations. Redland's shares fell 29p, of 7.5 per cent, to 365p 
after comments by Rudolph Agnew. chairman, at an extraordi- 
nary general meeting. He said German profit margins had im- 
proved less quickly than expected. Analysts cut their forecasts 
for the full year to December from £295in to around £265m. 


• The Accounting Standards Board sets out the recommended 
contents and measurement basis of interim reports in proposals 
published today. The proposal follows the Cadbury committee's 
call for clearer principles to be followed in the preparation of these 
statements and fa designed to be a guide to best practice. 


• British Biotech, the UK's leading biotechnology' group, yes- 
terday paved the way for its first product launch when it announced 
successful phase three results for its Lexipafant acute pancreatitis 
treatment. The drug, to be called Zacutex, showed positive re- 
sults from a UK study of 290 patients, which would be used as 
the basis for a marketing authorisation application to the Euro- 
pean Medicines Evaluation Agency, the company said. A simi- 
lar trial in the US, due to be completed by mid-1997, will be used 
for an application to the Food and Drug Administration. Ana- 
lysts’ estimates of peak sales are around £200m to £3G0m for the 
drag. Biotech also announced that losses grew from £1 lm lofld.lm 
in the latest six months, but were “well within budget". 

Investment column, page 22 


• The National Savings movement had its target contribution 
to public sector bonowing in the current financial year dramat- 
ically increased from £3bn net to £4.5bn, chief executive Peter 
Bareau said yesterday. The original target was set on 27 March 
but the National Savings has already raised £3.7bn net, with Pre- 
mium Bonds and Pensioners Bonds leading the way. 


• A dramatic rise in the price of com slashed profits at Tate & 
Lyle’s US arm Staley, pushing group profits 11 per cent lower to 
£276 Jra (£31 1.1m j in the year to September. Corn prices 
jumped to their highest level at more than S5 a bushel, twice the 
average price during Lhe past 10 years. Earnings per share fell 
1 1 per cent to 382!p but a 6 per cent hike in the dividend to 17p, 
the 16th successive rise, helped the shares close 9p higher at 479p. 

Investment column, page 22 


• Tbur operators hope Customs &. Excise will agree a transition 
period after the new penal rate of insurance premium lax equal 
to VAT takes effect on insurance sold by operators from April, 
so that insurance contracts negotiated with insurers can be hon- 
oured for the lifetime of brochures which have already been prim- 
ed for 1997. If not. the price of insurance bought through tour 
operators will rise by up to 15 per cent in April compared with 
an increase of 1.5 per cent on insurance sold by specialist brokers. 


* Cater Allen Holdings, the financial group, has reached con- 
ditional agreement to sell its Cater Allen Futures arm to 
McesPierson ICS for around £ 23m. It said Cater Allen's financial 
futures broking and execution activities would cease thereafter. 


full^at the fee structures." 


e BZW proposals come 
weeks after a groundbreaking 
move by Schraders to cut the 
costs of traditional rights issues, 
by introducing a partial auction 
of the underwriting commis- 
sions. Defenders of rights issue 
hope cheaper commissions will 
deflect a threatened monopo- 
lies inquiry into the cost of rais- 
ing capital. 


This advertisement is issued in compliance with (he requirements of ibe 
London Stock Exchange Limited (The London Stock Exchange"). It does 
not constitute an offer or invitation 10 uny person to subscribe for or 
purchase any securities in Biocurt Holdings pic (The Company - ). 
Application has been made to the London Slock Exchange for all (be 
Company's issued share capital cun-ettlly traded on the Unlisted 
Securities Maria. 10 be admitted 10 the Official List. Il is expected dual 
Admission to the Official List will become effective and that dealings 
will commence on 2 December 1996. 


Biocure Holdings pic 

{Registered in Scotland No. 886*4) 


Introduction to the Official List 


Sponsored by 

Bell Lawrie White & Co. 


Share capita] 

Authorised 

Number Amount 

Ordinary Storm 

SO .000 .000 £500,000.00 of Ip each 


Issued and fully paid 
Number Amount 


J6.aS1.745 OMSTlAS 


Copies of the Exempt Listing Document in relation to the Company may 
be obtained during normal business hours up to and including 
29 November 19% from the Company Announcements Office. The 
London Stock Exchange. The London Stock Exchange Tower, Old Brood 
Street, London EC2N 1HP. for collection only, and up to and including 
12 December 1996 from: 


BeB Lawrie White & Co 
48 Sl V incent Street 

Glasgow G25TS 


Brain Dolphin BeB Lawrie Untiled 

5GilIspur&reei 

London ECIA9BD 


Btocnre Htrfdhigs pte 

Campus Three 

Aberdeen Science & Technology Part 
Baleownic Drive 
Bridge of Don 
Aberdeen AB22SGW 


28 November 1996 
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End to US problems should prove sweetener for Tate 

The Investment Column 


the profits warning in May, the 

:?JK P rofits 
Tale & Lyfe to £276m came as no 
^rpnse.The shares actually moved 


UP on 5® news, by 9p to 479p, as 
tne market took the view that the 


ings multiple of 12. Given the short- 
term cyclical ups and downs, that's 
about right. 


The fall in profits, which was bang 
in line with recent expectations, led 
to a similar fall in earnings per shar e 
to 38-2p and did not prevent a 6 per 
cent rise in the full-year dividend to 

■trnh u - wr'.’ZT, 17 P* the 16 th year in succession of 

ah v, e,mS ® ^ l ^ at led to a higher payout, duringwhich rime. 
a naiving in the sugar and sweet- increases have averaged 12 per 
euefsgroup s ' danerican profit were cent a year. 

0Ut -£ f thc Taldng the long view. Tate is a 

™ ipy> Tates at times trouble- wonderfully steady business, dull 
so me U S arm, suffered not sur- some might say, with a firm grip on MpVPI* clrtwlv 
pnsinriy from a massive hike in the the world’s growing sweet tooth SIUtVIj 

pnee orcora during die year to more through the fructose products it sup- hllllffa 

* bushel the highest price plies to the likes of Peps and Coo- UU11U& piUHLfc 
m the 120 years records have been Gila. Over the past 10 years or so, 
sept, and twice the average in re- the shares have moved steadily 
cent years. ahead, although the performance 

i nat problem was compounded against the market in the past five 
ty a low gasoline price which meant has been less inspiring, 
there was little demand for ethanol. Overcapacity continues to dog the 

an alternative fuel derived from industry and tnat will only slowly be 

com, and the raw material price hike 
could not be passed on. 

Fluctuations like that arc one of 
the perennial problems for a busi- 
ness as focused as Tate is on one 
commodity but, as with all com- 
modity markets, what goes up 
comes down again and the price of 
com is back to normal levels. As is 
the nature of these things, the price 
of gasoline is on the up again too 
so last year’s double hit has become 
this year's double boosL 


edited by Tom Stevenson 


news to 370.5p, compared to a 
1996 high of 4b5p. 

If truth be told, the shares were 
already under pressure before the 
Rcdland warning. Meyer can only 
hope that the improvement in bous- 
ing starts and transactions will lead 
to better demand for timber and 
building mate rink. It admits that anv 


impact on the bottom line will not 
be felt until the next financial year. 

The £223m programme to re- 
launch just over 200 Jewsons outlets 
is expected to completed by early in 
the new year, several months later 
than planned. Over the past 18 
months, the group has shed around 
700 jobs as part of a reorganisation 


' hv 

restored profitabMiy at the Medicines is f\- 

DmDer and bunding materials h 

factors are working in The tosL* fo 

Meyer’s favour, notably the recov- nouncementttat^ from £ n m to 
erym softwood prices, which helped ^°^ r _^iK^jiprisesforihc 
lift profits at the forest products di- £16.1m, earned un 
r to £7.2m from £6m. But the marked yetthe shares 

t: — .-n : — 0,5p to 223-^p yesterd • . ^ 

As has become the 
Biotech, that was a slightly pen c rse 
reaction as the only real surprise 
yesterday were negative. The 
iaid it bad decided to end di- 


vision 

costs of installing a software system 
at PbntMeyer, the Dutch subsidiary, 
prompted brokers to trim their 
profit forecasts from £42m to just 
over £40m. That puts the shares on 
a forward PE of 18. an undeserved 
p remium to the market. 


unwound by demand for com syrup, 
which is growing at about 4 percent 
a year. However, late, which by 
sticking to its knitting has become 
the world's biggest sweeteners 
group, is in the right areas, having 
realised early on that it needed to 
diversify away from its mature US 
and European roots to prosper. 

On the basis of forecast profits in 
the year to next September of a lit- 
tle over £300 m, the shares currently 
trade on a prospective price-eam- 


Meyer International, the builders’ 
merchant, picked a bad day to up- 
date investor on its slow and painful 
recovery programme. 

A fractional pick-up in profits to 
£20 3m (£20.1m) in the six months 
to September was overshadowed by 
a warning from Red! and, the lead- 
ing building materials supplier, that 
fourth-quarter volumes in Europe 
were running behind expectations 
and sterling’s strength against the 
Deutscbemark was burring profits. 

All this served to remind the mar- 
ket of Meyer’s exposure to Holland, 
another hard currency market which 
accounted for more than a quarter 
of the group's £600m turnover in the 
first half. The shares fell lisp on the 


Tate & Lyle: at a glance 


Market value: £ 2 .T 0 bn, share price 479p 


Biotech closer 


five-year 1S9233 94 95 96 

record -■ ^ J’; ;. ... ^ 

Twww - 'Y v* j£St:'£i& 


Pre-tax profits 
(On) 


190 223 274 311:. 276 


Ewnft^mc 


Dividends perstea 
(pence) 


12.0 13.0 14.4 -16XI17J- 


Stiarepric&psrse 

50Q- 



r.250 


opment of BatimastaL, 
smt-like drug which has failed to lro. 
up to high expectations, and warned 
that early results of phase two m- 
, i , i als of BB-10010, a product to be 

to drufif launch used in conjunction with cancer 
6 chemotherapy treatment, wen: not 

British Biotech passed another encouraging'’, 
milestone on the road to credibility But any lost business 

yesterday as it announced plans drugs pales by comp 3 "*?" 
which could see its first drug on the £S00m Marunastat could =• 
market by March 1998. The eraring by 2M3, if 

- - * • NatWest Markets arc right- Yes- 

terday’s news about Lenpatant 
helps underwrite expectations that 

the group wiU be in profit ty the end 

of die decade. So with £I92m net 
cash to tide it through into the black, 
the risk in Biotech is increasingly op- 
erational, rather than financial. 
Still speculative. 


biotechnology group’s launch prod- 
uct wOl not be Marimastat, the can- 
cer “wonder dreg*’, but Lexipafant, 
a potential treatment for pancre- 
atitis to be renamed Zacntex. The 
recent successful completion of the 
final phase three trials in the UK 
paves the way for the dreg to be sub- 
mitted for approval by the European 


& 




If you run a small business and you’d like to say “Thank 
You ” to your customers this Christmas, a card is the best way 
to get your message across. 

It provides a nice personal touch that’s warm and friendly 
without being over the top. And, unlike a business card 
which usually goes straight into the bottom of a drawer or 


the waste-paper bin, your card will be a thoughtful reminder 
of your services right up to Twelfth Night. 

Post your cards (using our colourful festive stamps) and 
Royal Mail could help your company to 
have a more prosperous New Year. 

A card makes everyone's Christmas. 



Whitbread nets 
Pizzaland 


group for £46m 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Whitbread bought the Pizzaland 
group Brigh treasons yesterday 
for £46m, much less than many 
observers had expected. The 
deal which had been widefy- 
flagged, buys 180 high street 
sites in one feu swoop at a price 
per outlet that analysts said was 
a snip. 

David Thomas, managing 
director of Whitbread's restau- 
rant division and according to 
some the heir apparent to 
chief executive Pieter Jarvis, 
said the deal gave Whitbread 
a strong position in the fastest 
area of the earing out market 
It gave the company a large 
number of sites in which to ex- 
pand Us existing brands: and 
took a major competitor out of 
the markeL 

Whitbread plans to expand 
Brightreasons’ Bella Pasta 
chain, convert its Pizzaland 
sites into its own Pizza Hut for- 
mat and sell 20 Pizza Piazza 
restaurants. Analysts predicted 
the sale of that chain would re- 
duce the overall cost of the re- 
maining 160 outlets to about 
£ 200 , 000 . 

According to figures from 
Mintel, the pasta segment of the 
eating out market is growing at 
between 25 and 30 per cent a 
year, more than three times as 
fast as the average growth in 
restaurant meals. 

The price, nearer £43m after 
stripping out Brightreasons’ 
net cash, was considered very 
cheap by analysts. One said he 
thought Bass might have been 
interested but its current at- 
tempts to get regulatory ap- 
proval for its proposed 
takeover of Carlsberg-Tetley 
took it out of the running. 



David Thomas: 180 high 
street sites in one fell swoop 


Mr Thomas said he hoped 
the removal of Pizzaland would 
focus consumers’ attention on 
service rather than the price 
promotions the company had 
used to maintain its market 
share. 

Brightreasons was created 
after Michael Guthrie led a buy- 
out from Grand Met before ac- 
quiring Pizza Piazza from Rank. 
An attempt to float the com- 
pany two years ago was aban- 
doned after its venture capital 
backers, MAM and Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management, 
thought a trade sale would se- 
cure a higher price. It is un- 
derstood the backers were 
unwilling to value the com- 
pany at £70m. 

Early expectations were for a 
price tag of nearer £90m, al- 
though that subsequently fell to 
between £50m and £60m. Whit- 
bread is thought to have outbid 
City Centre Restaurants, which 
owns the Deep Pan Pizza and 
Garfunkels chains. 



Fleming makes 
Manser chairman 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


John Manser, who was ap- 
pointed the first chief executive 
of the privately-owned Robert 
Fleming investment bank in 
1990. is to become chairman next 
April when Robin Fleming, 64. 
retires. Will jam Garrett, head of 
the bank’s securities operation, 
will take over as chief executive. 

Mr Manser became chief ex- 
ecutive in May 1990 when the 
bank split the roles of the chair- 
man and he had always ex- 
pected to become chairman on 
Mr Fleming’s retirement. “Sev- 
en years as chief executive is 
long enough to implement a 
strategy,” Mr Manser said. 

He has steered the bank 
away from investment banking 
in the US and built up its 
equities operations. 

The bank is not a quoted 
company and about 35 per cent 
of its shares are held by family 
members, two of whom take an 


uau*. me pan* yesterday re- 
leased results for the six months 
to 30 September showing a 16 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £92.2m. It increased its in- 
terim dividend from 7p to Sp. 

Mr Manser said Jardine 
Fleming, the bank's joint ven- 
ture in Hong Kong, had con- 
tributed 27 per cent to profits. 
Jardine Fleming was hit by 
scandal in August after Imro, 
the investment regulator, 
slapped a £700,000 fine on the 
firm after discovering that Col- 
in Armstrong, a Hong- Kong 
based fond manager, had been 
benefiting personally from deals 
he executed for clients, 

Jardine Fleming recorded a 
net trading profit of S82m 
(£49m) m the first half, up 28 
per cent But its net interim 
profit was marginally down on 
last year’s S63.9m. Mr Manser 
said the operation had been giv- 
en a “dean bill of health" smee 
the regulatory action. 
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market report / shares 


Data Bank 


FTSE100 

4049 . 2 - 19.2 


Rumours boost SmithKline as Footsie suffers hangover 


Taking Stock 


FTSE250 . 

4412.0 ; 


FTSE350 

2009.1 -8.6 


SHAQ VOLUME 

720.7m shares, • 

38.722 bargains 


Gifts Index 

94i73._-Q.10 


Share spotlight 


snare pites, pace. 



In a bid to blow away a 1 

hangover the stock i 

had to fail back on that tried 
and trusted standby, takeover 
speculation. 

SmithKline Beecham, the 
drugs group, was wheeled for- 
ward as the unsuspecting vic- 
tim. Its shares jumped 29 jip 
to 8 08-5p as stories Sowed 
from Swi&eriandya New Yolk 
that Roche, the big Swiss 

get^CTeditfadli^ * °a£ead 
a strike. 

Roche is cash-rich. But ft 
would be severely stretched to 
accommodate SmithKline, 
which would cost in the region 
of£25bn. 

There is little doubt Roche 
is anxious to exp and; it has 
been largely overshadowed by 
the creation of a new Swiss 
drugs power, the result of the 
giant merger between Saxtdaz 
andOba. 

Zeneca has for long been the 
marker's favourite Roche tar- 


get. The sudden attention di- 
rected at SmithKline knocked 
lip from its shares at l&75p. 
Even so ft is valued at£15.8ba 

The determination to pre- 
vent the market sinking into a 
posi-Budget malaise also 
prompted selective buying of 
financials, ftjr long the market 
has nursed a vague story that 
Abbey National and P i a doufa l 
evaporation arc made for each 
other. 

The two have made no se- 
cret of their- desires to ex- 
pand. On the surface such a 
merger makes sense, although 
egos could present a problem. 

Abbey gained Ip to 685.5p, 
a peak, and Pru firmed to 
481 _5p- Lehman Brothers re- 
gards Pru as a buy and taller 
about the pressure on the 
group to make an acquisition. 

As if looking at Abbey, it 
says: “We are of the opinion 
that a high street presence is 
viewed as inevitable but we are 
equally convinced the man- 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


T&N jumped 32p to I76.5p 
as it moved to cap its asbestos 
liabilities; Merrill Lynch sees 
the shares moving to 275p. 
BOC rose S.5p to 9Q0p with 
SBC Warbun* suggesting a 


agement will not overpay”. 

Commercial Union, the sub- 
ject of the Budget day takeover 
story, fell 8p to 667pand other 
composites gave ground. 
M&G, the unit trust group, put 
on 22L5p to l,135p. 

The market’s initial re- 
sponse to what was a disap- 
pointing and dull Budget was 
a 16.6 Footsie jump to 4,085.0 
points. But the effort proved 
too much. With New York 


Second and third-liners re- 
mained in the doghouse with 
blue chips again attracting a 
disproportionately large chunk 
of the action. 

The Budget squeeze on cap- 
ital allowances hit the utilities. 
British Gas also had to con- 
tend with the Shell bid denial: 


970p target price. 
Orange, i ’ 


the shares fell lOp to 221p. 

down 


slightly lower overnight and 
such enthu- 


faflmg to muster mi 
siasm yesterday, blue chips 
struggled to find support, with 
Footsie ending 192 down at 
4,049_2p. Ihlk of further in- 
terest rate increases was an- 
other inhibiting factor. 


Dixons, at one time 
17 .5p on the warranty moves, 
ended with a 3p fall at 547_5p. 
Kingfisher lost 4p to 620.5p 
and Thorn 10.5p to 273.5p. 

Bass drooped 20p to ?90Jp 
on the alcopop blitz and the 
smaller whisky producers re- 
sponded to the tax cut with 
modest gams. The spirit giants, 
however, gave ground. 


rage, the mobile tele- 
phone group, hovered at 17Sp; 
Nikko thinks around 20bp 
would be a reasonable level. 

RedlamTs surprise profit 
warning lowered the shares 30p 
to 364 jp, causing grief to 
RMC, off 22p at 971 jp. Plas- 
terboard maker BPB feD lQiip 
to 349p. 

Storehouse continued to 
feel the impact of the Barclays 
de Zoete Wedd sell advice, 
falling a further 7.5 p to 261p. 
a 12-montb low. 

Bluebird, the toys group, 
slipped 4p to lS6p. Merrill 
sees profits this year down 
from £17.8m to £10.6m but has 
lifted next year’s forecast by 
£Im to £I4J?m. Despite its 
share buyback the company 


SlDI has £10ro in cash. 

Fhture Integrated Telepho- 
ny, a telephone systems group, 
closed ai 125p from its 115p 
placing: Charterhouse Com- 
munications. placed at 5p, 
ended at 6p. 

Internet Technology, the 
Global Internet group, im- 
proved bp to 49.5p. It is the lat- 
est to link with Microsoft. The 
company is one of the more 
unusual AIM constituents, us- 
ing property assets to build a 
high-tech operation. 

(l arrived as a residential 
property company. Capital & 
Western. Then, in a reverse 
deal, it was taken over by 
Global, run by Ian Murray, 
founder of the PC World chain 
of computer stores, which is 
now part of Dixons, and Lau- 
rence BlackalL 
As part of the deal another 
properly company. Bullyna- 
uay. was absorbed. 

Inter-Tech shares ap- 
proached 70p last month. 


□Three groups arc due to 
make their debuts today. Ad- 
vance Power Components, 
placed at 70p by Henry Cooke 
Lumsden. could top 80p- In 
its last year it matte profits of 
£1.3 2m from sales of £6.1 m. 
Recycling Services is expected 
to achieve a modest premium 
from its 90p placing and Car 
Group, a second-hand car re- 
tailer, Is likely to motor a few 
pence from its 138p placing. 


□Woodstock, a pub and 

restaurant chain, has been 
suspended on Ofex at 15p. It 
raised £600,000 through 

Austin Friars Securities in 
July by floating shares at lOp. 
The suspension follows “cer- 
tain financial irregularities". 


L^Easdaq, the Brussels based 
European electronic stock 
market, started operations 
yesterday with Dr Solomon, a 
British software company, the 
first recruit. 
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Vendome blames weak yen 
for 5 % drop in profits 


Stevenson 

City Ed fay 

imH?*!? 6 t™ 11 * 1 Group, ^ whose 
upmarket brands include Dnn- 

^ Cartier and Mont Blanc, 
said yesterday that decreased 
“unst spending lay behind a 5 
per cent drop in first-half prof- 
"s- The weakening of the yen 


in the company’s importantRaj 
eastern markets. 

Joseph Kanoui, c hairma n, 
said; “The reduction in tourist 
spending in the Far East is, we 
believe, a short-term phenom- 
enon which will reverse when 
the yen recovers in strength. The 
second half of last year was af- 
fected by unfavourable events. 
Provided they do not occur 


again, performance in the re- 
mainder of the year will show 
increases in turnover and op- 
erating profits.'’ 

Pre-tax profits in the six 
months to September were 

£1 13m, Struck from mar ginall y 

higher sales of £704m. Plait of 
the 4.6 per cent decline in prof- 
its was attributed to a fall m in- 
terest income from £5.7m to 
£3.2m. 

Vendome’s profits fell short 
of market expectations, which 
had looked for between £125m 
and £135m. The company's 
shares fell 8p to dose at 532^p. 

Vendome, which is 70 per 
cent owned by South African- 
controlled Richemont Securi- 
ties, was set up three years ago 
as part of a reorganisation of the 


luxury goods and tobacco busi- 
nesses of Compagnie Fi- 
nanciere Richemont, Dunbili 
Holdings and Rothmans In- 
ternational. 

Speculation was quashed in 
the summer that Richemont 
was poised to buy in the 30 per 
cent of Vendome's shares that 
it did not own. Two years ago 
it bought in the minority in 
Rothmans, the tobacco business 
it had demerged from the Ven- 
dome luxury goods operation a 
year previously. 

Sales of jewetleiy in the first 
half fell 17.4 percent and sales 
of leather goods, which mostly 
depend on demand in the Bar 
Hast, fell by 23 per cent. 

Watches performed more 
strongly with a 10.4 per cent rise 


reported and writing instru- 
ment sales increased by 1.7 per 
cent over last year. Perfume 
sales soared fcw 20.4 per cent but 
menswear sales were down. 

Cartier, founded in Paris in 
1847. has 164 retail outlets and 
provides an estimated 80 per 
cent of group profits. The group 
said it had nutria significant in- 
vestments in the first half to 
boost its retail and wholesale 
network and in advertising new 
products. It is building a facto- 
ry in France for leather goods. 

The Far East dominates sales 
of Vendome's luxury goods, ac- 
counting for 40 per cent of to- 
tal turnover. Sales in the 
Americas increased by 10 per 
cent while European markets 
were flat. 


Mid Kent steps 
up takeover battle 


Chris Godstnark 

Business Correspondent 

The hostile takeover battle for 
Mid Kent Whter, one of the 19 
smaller drinking water compa- 
nies, escalated yesterday when 
the group announced it was al- 
most doubling the dividend 
payout to its shareholders. 

Mid Kent Holdings, the par- 
ent company, revealed an 8.4 
per cent drop in half-yearly 
pre-tax profits to £4.9m but said 
it was raising its interim divi- 
dend from 6J5p to 12p, a 92 per 
cent increase. The dividend 
mil cost £2m, more than half the 
value of the profit after tax has 
been deducted. 

The company also forecast its 
dividend for the full year would 
be at least 25 per cent higher 
than the previous year. The in- 
crease comes on top of what 
Mid Kent has called a “step 
change" in its dividend payout 
in 1995, when it surged by 90 per 
cent to 24p. 

Geoff Baldwin, chief execu- 
tive, denied the dividend hike 
was a device to persuade share- 
holders to back the existing 
management. The group is 


fighting a joint takeover 
approach by two French utili- 
ties groups, Saur and General 
Utilities, which own neigh- 
bouring South East Water and 
Folkestone and Dover Water. 

The dispute, which has he- 
roine increasingly acrimonious 
in recent weeks, is being inves- 
tigated by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission, which is 
due to complete its inquiry on 
9 December. 

Mr Baldwin said; "This is not 
window-dressing because of the 
underlying profitability of our 
business. But we are telling 
shareholders to stay with us be- 
cause our performance is im- 
proving.” 

However, a spokeswoman 
for the two French predators 
said: "It's the poor old cus- 
tomers who seem to be left out 
of all this." 

Mid Kent also revealed it had 
so farspcnt£1.3m on its MMC 
defence. Mr Baldwin said; “We 
may be relatively small but size 
isn't a factor when you are go- 
ing to the MMC. The ques- 
tioning is similar so we think 
we've been pretty efficient in the 
way we’ve spent the cash.” 


UBS board under 
pressure to resign 


HI Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


The largest shareholder in 
Union Bank of Switzerland is 

bank's board after its an- 
nouncement on Tuesday of a 
SFr3bn (£1.4bn) provision for 
bad debts which will drive it to 
an estimated loss of SFr500m 
this year. 

BK Vision, which has a 10 per 
cent stake in UBS, is a regular 
critic of the bank and has Been 
involved in a two-year legal 
wrangle over the bank’s pro- 
posals to unify its share structure. 

Kurt Schfltknecht, director 
of BK Vision in Zurich, said yes- 
terday; “Given the facts which 
are now known, we thought it 
would be necessaiy for the 
board of directors to step down. 
Normally the people at the top 
are responsible for the strategy.” 

He specifically pointed to 
Nikolaus Sean, former chair- 
man and now honourary chair- 
man, and Robert Sluder, 
current chairman and former 
chief executive. 

He saw these two as the dri- 
ving force behind the bank's 


push into commercial loans 
which eventually resulted in 
the bad debt problem. 

“1 hope some of the board 
will have some courage [and re- 
sign]." Mr Schfltknecht said. 

A spokeswoman for the bank 
said it had taken note of the 
comments but declined to com- 
ment further on the claims. 

UBS, one of the last re- 
maining Lriple-A rated banks, 
risks losing its top-notch status 
after Standard & Poor’s put it 
on Credit Watch with negative 
implications after learning of the 
bad debt provision. 

Mr Schiltknecbl said he 
thought too much was made of 
this threat. “The strategy of ac- 
cumulating capital to be a strong 
bank is not m the interest of 
shareholders. People are giving 
too much weight to ratings.” 

As a result of the legal action 
brought by BK Vision two years 
ago, UBS is still waiting to al- 
ter its two-tier capital and shar e 
structure of bearer and regis- 
tered shares. One of the aspects 
of this system is that it restricts 
any single shareholder to exert 
no more than 5 per cent of vot- 
ing rights. 


April Fool’s Day comes early as 
Winchester House goes Deutsche 


News reaches me of an amus- 
ing tittle prank being perpe- 
trated in the name of Hillary 
O’Sullivan, executive vice- 
president of marketing at 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement, whether willingly 
she is unprepared to say. As if 
MGAM hasn't got enough 
problems already, letters have 
been dispatched on MGAM- 
headed paper to all kinds of 
important people in the City 
suggesting that MGAM’s 
German masters intend to re- 
name Winchester House, 
Morgan Grenfell's City head 
office, “Deutsche Plaza”. 

Dear oh dear. 

Wcnse, for the letter is really 
quite convincing, Deutsche in- 
tends to lobby the Corporation 
of London to change the name 
of Great Winchester Street, 
where the building stands, to 
“Great Giessen Street". 
Giessen, a town in Germany, is 
twinned with Winchester in 
Hampshire. 

The letter has been sent to 
a number of people with of- 
fices next to Morgan Gren- 
fell's pile, which is in the 
process of being rebuilt. 

“In part due to this new 
headquarters building, the 
prominence of other German 
banks in the direct vicinity, 
i.e. Commerzbank, Bay- 
erische Vereinsbank. West- 
deutsche Landesbank and 
Dresdner Rank, together with 
the desire to recognise the 
growing importance Lo Ger- 
man financial institutions of 
London as a European finan- 
cial capital we are proposing 
to apply to the City Corpora- 
tion to change the name of 
Great Winchester Street," the 
letter says. 

The letter is, in fact, a 
hoax. Surely it's not April yet 
is it? All the same it seems a 
pity, as this renaming lark 
might have some merit 
Klein wort Benson, now 
owned by Dresdner Bank, 
could no doubt be convinced 
of the merits of renaming 
Fenchurch Street to its Ger- 
man equivalent I translate - 
SumpfKirchStrasse. Now 
that’s much better isn't it 

Virgin boss Richard Branson 


People & Business 


is obviously not so alive to 
German sensibilities. Last 
night Mr Branson launched 
his new record company, 
tastefully tided “V-2”. 

Perhaps Mr Branson has 
correctly judged British atti- 
tudes. One of the South- 
west’s new gas companies has 
just changed its name because 


it's American owners are wor- 
ried it sounds too German. 

Amerada Hess has spent 
years trying to break into the 
market with little success, de- 
spite its “foot in the door" 
sales methods. 

Now the “Hess” has been 
quietly dropped. The Ameri- 
can management realised that 



Peter Birch, chief executive of Abbey National, goes abseflmg 
250 feet down Central Business Exchang e in MO ton Keynes to 
raise money for charity “He was totally fearless,’' says an awed 
spokesman. “Be did it three times. He was raring for more." 

Mr Birch’s descent was m aid of the BBC Children in Need 
appeaL Tbe chief executive has gone abseiling before, five years 
a$) for the Telethon Appeal when be lowered himself down the 
side of Abbey House in London’s Baker Street 

Abbey National recently held other charity events, including a 
1970s Eincy dress competition judged by Brian Poole of the 
Tbemeioes. Now just hang on. Readers of a certain age wfll 
remember the Tkta^leioes , peerless hit “Silence is Golden” from 
1967 - so shouldn’t it have been a 1960s party? 1 await 
da rifleatkm firm* Mr Hirrih. 


many potential consumer* 
thought the companv was 
German, and that 
summoned up images . 
Rudolph Hess, one of Adnlpn 
Hitler's henchmen. 

Next time you need help fill- 
ing out vour football pool> 
coupon,' pop into a branch ol 
Midland Bank. A couple id 
its employees have just won 
the top two places in an an- 
nual sporting challenge when* 
they had to predict the out- 
come of 25 major sporting 
events -a year ahead. 

Last night Olympic medal- 
ist Jonny Searie presented 
first prize to Rob Walker, 
head of the Financial Institu- 
tions Group at Midland s 
Poultry head office in the 
City. The Ernst & Young In- 
solvency and Recovery Ser- 
vice Sporting Challenge 
attracted over 500 entries 
from London's financial 
community. 

Runner-up was Graham 
Harman of Midland, who 
scored the same number of 
points as Mr Walker. 132 out 
of 250. 

The tie-breaker was decid- 
ed on who came closest to 
guessing this years finishing 
tim e for the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge boat race. 

Mr Harman’s prize, the 
lucky swine, is “an expenses 
paid trip to watch the Ireland 
v England rugby match in 
Dublin in February." I'd book 
the following week off work 
now if I were you, Graham. 

Many City economists, poised 
to mak e instant analyses of 
Tuesday's Budget, faced a 
potentially disastrous short- 
age of Red Books after the 
Chancellor sat down. 

The Financial Statement 
and Budget Report contains 
far more detail than the 
speech, and is vital to a con- 
sidered view. Despite this 
Credit Suisse First Boston 
didn't get any Red Books. 
Morgan Grenfell did. but in- 
house economist Steve Bell 
says he heard that a lot of 
other houses didn't. 

John Willcock 
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await pilot checks 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

It is a good job there are a lot 
of Irish jockeys to choose from 
because the saddle occupiers 
from across the water are going 
down by the day in the run up 
to Saturday's Hennessy Gold 
Cup at Newbury. Mark Dwyer 
joined his countryman Lorcan 
wyer in the infirmary yesterday 
when suffering a heavfly bruised 
arm at Hexham, while the na- 
tion’s leading jockey, Tony Mc- 
Coy, is already out of the 
weekend’s competition through 
suspension. 

Mick Fitzgerald (2rl) is 
spoiled for options in the Heh- 
nessy and will switch to Mid- 
night Caller if the ground is too 
linn for Belmont King, while 
Adrian Maguire (Irl) is still 
unsure as to whether he will 
partner David Nicholson’s BiJ- 
lygoat Gruff, who needs good 


to soft ground at the hardest 
(the going finned up to good 
yesterday). 

White the market leader. The 
Grey Monk, has bear confirmed 
as a runner in the hands ofTbuy 
Dobbin (N Irl), Gordon 
Richards suggested yesterday 
that his yard wffl almost certainty 
also be represented by Un- 
gurded Missile if a suitable rid- 
er can be found. Dwyer would 
be a consideration, providing he 
recovers from yesterday’s fall 
which at first seemed to have 
caused a fracture to his upper 
left arm. An X-ray examination 
later revealed that the injury was 
not as serious as first feared arid 
Dwyer will consider returning to 
the saddle today. 

There is also no concrete 
news about the pilot for the sec- 
ond favourite, Challenger Du 
Luc. Martin Pipe’s gelding was 
ridden to success in the Mur- 


waiting to partner Alderbrook, 
who win contest Newcastle's 
Fighting Fifth Hurdle on Sat- 
urday if an inspection on Friday 
determines the course is riding 
on the soft side of good. Word 
on the street is that the seal on 
Challenger Du Luc may now go 
to Norman Williamson (Iri). 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Dark Nightingale 
(Uttoxeter 3JS) 
fffi: Circus Star 
(Uttoxeter 345) 

Pipe has been without a sta- 
ble jockey since David Bridg- 
water jumped ship at the 
beginning of the season, a sep- 
aration the jockey talks of in 
terms of being rescued from 
Beelzebub’s knuckles. The pre- 
cise reason for the fissure has 
yet to emerge, though there is 
still a trace of vitriol flying 
around. When Bridgwater 


refers to his old employer these 
days he seems to drop the Mr 
from the beginning of his name-,, 

Money may have been one 
problem. It is said that Pipe does 
not believe in the retainer sys- 
tem but this is nonsense. He 
thinks a stable jockey ought to 
be paying him for the guaran- 
tee of bucketfuls of winners 
every season. 

As Bridgwater was once sta- 
tioned on the Flat at Newmar- 
ket’s Eve Lodge and the Lester 
Piggolt Institute of Fiscal Stud- 
ies, it may be that financial con- 
cord was difficult to reach. 
Certainly, Bridgy is famously 
stingy with his lolly. 

Pipe now selects from sever- 
al in the weighing room and it 
is a policy he ergoys. “Wfe’re very 
well off at the moment and us- 
ing the best available seems to 
be working,” he said yesterday. 

More damaging still to Pond 
House at season’s outset was the 
departure of a man who ap- 


peared to have been cemented 
to the yard by griet Darren 
Mercer, who lost Draborgje 
and Mack The Knife m the 
space of a horrible 40 minutes 
at the Cheltenham Festival ear- 
lier this year, has decided to 
;the 

ted Banjo and - Es- 
cartehgue, among other train- 
ers. “1 was totally surprised 
when I found out," Pipe said. “I 
had bought him some very nice 
horses and they’re sure to go on 
and win stacks of races.” 

Many of Mercer's horses 
were purchased in France and 
it is ironic that Pipe may now 
erase the memory of the split 
with the owner with another 
beast from the Continent, Chal- 
lenger Du Luc. “When we saw 
him at the sales he was a love- 
ly horse, a real athlete and a big, 
strong sort who looked as 
though be could handle himself 
very well,” the trainer said. 
“We had to buy him.” 


Importing horses from 
France is jus one area m which 
Pipe has been copied by other 
trainers, and his methods and 
thoughts continue to be dupli- 
cated. This will be of particular 
cheer to the chap who runs 
Pipe’s local video-endoscopv 
shop. The trainer has recently 
invested in a piece of apparatus 
which delivers a virtual-realm 
ride into a home's guts. This gad- 
getrywfll help in early detection 
of illness and h may be that, in 
12 months time, no good stable 
will be without one. 

Despite the tremo.s at 
Nicholashayne. there has been 
no deterioration in Pipe’s per- 
formance. At the end of play 
yesterday, he had recorded S5 
winners, SO ahead of his near- 
est rivaL 

In addition, the man who 
once became so exasperated 
with the press that he took 
professional advice on how to 
deal with them, now, at 51, 



Pipe: now more relaxed 


seems a far more relaxed figure 
with the Fourth Estate. 

He will he an even mellow 
cr figure if Challenger Du Luc 
gives him his third Hennessy to 
follow those of Strands Of Gold 
(1988) and Chatam (1991). 

If he docs so. the six-year-old 
will hccumc the first hor.se to 
complete the Murphy’s (for 
merly Mackeson) and Hen 
nessy double since 1980 and 
Bright Highway. He. like just 
about all the participants on 
Saturday, had his origins in Ire 
land. 


phy's Gold Cup by Richard 
Dunwoody (N Irl), but he is 

'Not all gloom and doom’ as Ricketts replies to critics of Budget strategy 


Tristram Ricketts, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the British Horserac- 
ing Board, who, along with the 
BHB’s chairman. Lord Vfeke- 
ham, has come under fire for the 
failure to secure a reduction in 
general betting duty in Tuesday's 
Budget, replied yesterday to the 


“discordant voices, which 
the impression oft 
Ricketts and Wake ham were 
criticised for their handling of 
the submission to the Chancel- 
lor. Kenneth Clarke, especial- 
ly by the Racehorse Owners 
Association Council member 


Peter SavflL But Ricketts coun- 
tered iba» the submission had 
been well presented and that 
signs of disunity within the 
sport did not help its case. 

“1 don’t want to get into any 
head-to-head comments about 
a particular individual,” he said. 


“The BHB, with the fuB support 
of the Industry Committee, 
agreed to support a broadly 
based case, which we were sub- 
sequently advised was weD pre- 
sented and the best racing had 
ever put forward. 

“But discordant voices are 


not helpful and give the im- 
pression of disunity. Any whiff 
of disunity is not helpful" 
Ricketts yesterday promised 
further discussions but no im- 
mediate solutions to racing's 
problems which have been mag- 
nified by the Budget failure. But 


he stressed that the process will 
take months lo complete as it 
examines the implications with 
all sectors of the racing and bet- 
ting industries. 

“It is not all doom and 
gloom. There is a strong mea- 
sure of disappointment because 


there hail been optimism that 
there would be a cut in duty. 
There are some worrying signs 
hut we ure still able to support 
59 racecourses and 1.150 fix- 
tures. People are enjoying run 
ning horses and they are getting 
decent levels of sponsorship. 
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GOING: Good. 

■ Ltft-harul rauise. Run-in of I 70 jtL 

■ Course SE of u>vm nr BS01 7. Uunxaer suUon (Dtrlt^Clwe Bne) «t&otns cuurse. AD- 
MISfflON: QuhSIfi [OAP4512); TanmalfaSlO (CHAPS £7); Conroe S3. CARPARK Pne. 


JN A 


ID^ 



BIS 


mtem 

CHANNEL' 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WTItt RUNNERS: M Pipe — 88 winners tram MU nmnere 
{di'es ■ sucera ram nf l!6.G*b and a loss taaSJ fet'd stake ofilG-fiO; K Bailey — 2fi 
winner*, 103 runners, :24.3b, +£9.48; D Nicholson — 21 winners, 70 nu men, 26.6b, 
-*-£4.44; N Ttristoo-DoviM — 18 wfuiez&, 84 runners, lfl.1%. -S3JW. 

■ LEADING JACKETS: R Ounwoody — 37 winners, 168 Meg, 23.3b, -&4730; 3 Os- 
borne —26 winners, 87 rides. 2S.8b, +SM.22; A Mifinire — 24 winners, 112 rides, 
21.1b. -flT.Oj; N WUMsiaaon — 23 winners. rides, 16.7b. -& 14.78. 

VISORED POST HUE: Sheath Kefuh. Tarry (3.45L 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Donuppd (1 IS) woo at Wsnrlck on Ttwredqr. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Cadougold (3Llf.) & Ahnys Happy f&45) have been ml 
1 76 miles by U Pipe than Nkhntajdmyne, Deron; Bsrwefl Lad (2.45; sent 188 mBea hy B 
Alner Crum Droop. Dorset; Needle Hatch {3.45} sen 160 miles by J J O'Neill from Sktfcon 
Wood Ebd, Cumbria. 


llO A Cl JOHN STUBBS MEMORIAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3000 added 2m Penalty Vhhie £2,579 

1 023-253 SHUMD (1^ (IQ iMa^uri ConsDucmn LnD Mss 1. Sddal 4 11 5. 

2 A1JHBEY SALE (F LDrt F UD)B 5 10 12 

3 4 bolun FRANK (1£) C5r Nefl Wes&reoM T EaSerty 4 10 12 

4 KMK) |US4| lUB R F Key & Ua V Utod Us V IMnl 5 10 12 

5 00 I RECALL CLU (D C from} P Haymd 5 ID 12. 

6 JUYEia»lAEsnlKMOUIfe4I012 

7 iiusk: PLEASE (Us DEMdltampunrKBnByA T0 32c 

8 00 ROODUElca2)(URJ(hvrtMMee0w&1012. 

9 0 ROVRACE {22) (Ankew Evans! W Bretaune 4 10 12 

10 SAHMNQM0 (K NxMtettt D Hrttten 4 10 12 

U 2' SIERRA BBC 1603) (R Uses) 0 Shown! 6 10 12 

12 G SrumECnON(2q(RUUBiie*ijMKHe510 

13 SIEVES UIONDBI (Gssy Mite) B Uewayn 6 10 12 

14 04 CUBURNBL HEWS (B) {Joajr Forbes) A fains 6 10 7 

15 XOF-O ttW«ieitt5a)CftCWPnce)RJtcl*s6107, 

16 N> «SS THE BEST (12) (The Bndtra S Ustor 4 ID 7 

-16 doctored - 

BQUmtU-U SMBwttKL MSm Bay. 5-1 hafc.S-1 SmmU, 104 Boflfa Ranh, 12-1 Star 
Seteetfcn, 16-1 otters 
1995: no contspoMflc race 

FORM GUIDE 

ThB has me same took as yeswidays opener at Chupswr with S n mrerttora ptea*ng me 
pan of DaraytHn and SSRIM BIWIxm0Mi^ Moss. IhamjewMer-g^rnD pQrftarner came 
out on top and Siena Bay can do likewise. Siena Bay Deb not nm shea his lumper sec- 
ona to Perfect Pal at Ascot m April of last year, but Oliver Sherwood rates the geidng WgD- 
ly and has been pleased with the progress made during the geMng’s rest. Sanmarwo s 
KhaW Abdula's first runner over jumps and David NrehoCson reports that The son rfSalse 
has schooled ncety. And what a e»d thing he wm*J berm Its 19% Eborwn and hte lat- 
est head second to Ceienc at NewmadeL The others look up apinst tt. Including Boffin 
Frank, a far son on the leirel with cut in the ground nut he piAed much too haid x Sed&- 
fieid m ns debut and ts noi certain to stay on pedgee. tonto was smart on his day on the 
Flat and this exChe Brtdam performer may do better then Star Setectkm. who was be*- 
en a long way by Advance ESst on fra hurdles debut at Hqydock. Selection: SIERRA BAY 



SCOTTISH EQUHABLEflAfiB HANDICAP HURDLE (QUALFI- 
ER) (CLASS D) £5^00 2m 4f UOyds Penalty Viahie £3,518 

5206-1 <XMHPPELnj(MCBarte>UsJCeei4lll2 ISM TKent 

1541-32 UBDMGMnOinaaiUNNMJIMefiUU 

- 5*2100- HOOOED IUHX (231} (pi |C U Hama) N Hendason 5 11 10 . 

02021-4 IHDRSDMTNGHrp2)fD|(Rltaflp9lIR , itiBGid5U9. 

31P352- AGTUE KW (229> Sktei Qgfeni M ‘fafDOr 7 11 5 
221-411 RAMGflKH (NZ) (24} Ms J U Mayol C Uam 5 11 4 
6P3213- CUBO (US6J £135) (D) (U flartcj Jd Baris 10 10 10. 

11/242# RCK«.cniZBItl2}(P)UohnFBQa0iNeT)JBDBnriey71O9 
-SdedMeg- 

BEm& 94 RamJdfcnl, 114 Oeuppet. 5>1 Lanl HeMianMgh. B-lUmviqr MM M Cemto, 
Headed Hawk, ID-1 others 

1996: On Can Chafe 5 10 11 LApal 3-1 U Pearce) 6 mi 
FORM GUIDE 

UMD UcMURBOUeM lee good sort to have on your ade loMMs Uel He hae Jus tacked 
, the necessary pace hi two-miers this season to nxfie Chn-Yb at Haydock and Henrietta 
Howard at Huntingdon, but ths 0nmd n bound to sut hen and the return to the longer 
pip is aSo in Ids favour. Doa e pp el was fltftom the Ranehen he beat Runaway Pate nea 
lengths at Utamttt a week agL Hts pace has to be tespected. but ths s a tougher track 
and he has a stone more on hie bach. RangHSml vwm a terrible race wth ease at Tov- 
cester las nme and to up 6Rx Hu bumper wn was gained over a tnp short of two mlas, 
so there s the doubt whether he writ prove as effect*® over tfes journey. Hooded Hawk 
Ines up flesh after hs iay-ofl. This e* -bumper horse ran away wtpi a ktde race at Fafcen- 
han In February and Ncky Henderson then pitted lam In stronffr races at AinueemxlChei- 
fenham. He dkf not show muefv but he s the type to do better in he second season. Thwar^ 
Ntfit was only a length behind Lord McMurou0i at Haydock rfter setting the pace. He wtR 
come on far tha nm and beat Prater's Bay over this trip at Ayr n AprtL Act The Wag Mcks 
off the season over hunSes after a chasing campevgn last term wMh Andy Tumet, He looks 
best welched, whOe flm-tira-oul is not usiM^ the time for a Cento win. Royal Citizen 
Stas tost pound mid would not be out of it on ms ben form - a blunder tour out ndneiff 
his chance on Ids rea ppearance at Ayr. Selection: LORD McMiRROUGH 

[O'AGi BARRYDTHENTHAM HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS Q £8£00 
added 2m 7f Penalty VWue £4,624 
P53423/ HASU1ECUH (BOll (Dr GUadsnMoliar) Carton 10 11 13 
12522-2 IOROGVtlENE(N2) 09| (Stanley W CUM SBoMiwBU 91 
1323CW HNIWEU. LAD pi) (Q |D) (HHMwbRNnv 7 11 A 
FTF5B4- KM GfERMH (2D9) (Q (MbSASCOID NT*tskrvto«3 10 112 
133FP6 BMEBflFIMR(LQfl?UBn&abe94NHendasan61D13. 

232041 BM0&tBOyO4a)BfeBnyiDt*dntaiS1OA 



123F-34 RU5IICUt|12)MsGMSU^4JEbfi0aMBlOB NDqv 

OW42 UWE0FIDUaf&AO2)9*sHnyJCIlA]i8BalBr6108 COtfejer 

15UU2F4* MR WVMER £36^ (MA BaUrgUn) W Gasatae 9 ID 5 W 


Orii«ett(9 


U5 


JOHN RARTRDGE ENGLISH CLOTHNG SELLMG HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^50 added 2m Penalty Value £3^931 

0120 SHUTTLECOCK {7} Ms N MacarJEyt Mis N tfaaflqr 5 11 10 Cbrto Wet* (5) 

340/322- BJL0CY (FR) (349) (Crapds Oonoacun) K Bute 9 11 7.. 


1 
3 

3 530507 D00UR gJSU 091 (CO) (Mrs L ucq F emeri P Dsflon 9 11 6 COTMyar 

4 POb/2-06 LKSntEHBUlESpa)IChefBrtBmR5MtgL8l)CBra*s5n5 GBovfcyB 

5 3/4-0650 SAYU0RE (18) (D) (P Moms & G Brans) W Oar 10 10 13 SWjone 

b W3P-P5 JOSJ FDR 4 BSISCtlil*) IRJuctefJR Julias* 3012 .WMwSteo 

T 4U5QP- JUTUAMCmFSCmKE (ESQIP) (KOKiiEri K Warner B 105 IRpn 

5 65064 OWBUOT (2Q fCowwfe C C fturg OUH Us LSrt«4 10 3 RDmooifr 

9 CWCP-3 IUSHAH (11} pt [Vfea F. J P Hajvem 8 10 2, — AMagdn 

10 OO&HM QWCK DGCISKM (U) Ms E M CnesaMS) i Qesa«l 5 10 0 NTEga*(7) 

U QffWP UOT NWW 1*87) (hBtnetONTrtlwU IDO E Husband (3) 

- 11 dDctwcd - ■ 

HWmunj Mtfic 1QSL The fantflap mslghts Quck DectsktoMlEb !^Ntaga9Er3Rl 
BEnWG: 7-2 Etoogy, M. Ou*m, W. RMbn, 6-1 (MOnry, 7-lJust Rr A Ram D*etoton, 

8-1 sbontococh. V>-1 mm* 

199S: ftmcdtiorpe 8 101 T J Muphy 20-118 R Ctonbrigd 12 ian 
FORMOUDE 

The mariret leaders look to be Hasten and OaMwry, who both IMS low weight end rid- 
den by Atman Maguire and Richard Dumraody respecdMy. Tha choice a a price «SAY- 
MfWE. who did nm tirmwch when nicely backed in Burflnson Sanf s seller at LudK>w last 
time. He is worth another chance an thfs better pwirid and some promise was shown be 
forehand In the Bangor race won by Caeso's Boy. Kashan was 7I» out ol tha handicap 
When a 33-1 second to Sprirafayre at FontweU 11 day* He should be tow lor dwt 
few mh for etgm months and the yard to serious, puffing up Magitm. Ortiaay mpy be Mat- 
ed by this shener trip after his tmest fourth 10 Always Greener here. He atoa he* a fine, 
chance onnesRat second at Nottingham In August when beaten e neck by Sharp GaasCa 
® a 123-namer seter. C3iailie Broohs does not haw too many runners m setters so Ume 
Street Noes, second W BtancWand here whan trained by Simon Christian m May. mist 
haw e chance after two runs in better races. Shiittfecoek. taMed e#f o«r a kmgu trip at 
Warvwc* last lime, does not look m id de^mg tna weight, but Doeiar can be considered 
tolto BMb rtar hts second mYuteafea on this ctxiise (he won on hto second start two 
ago). . Hel a c t hwr SAVMOTC 

WELLMAN PLC NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5)100 added 

2m Penalty Value £3^15 

1 LQFO-lS sure** FHiflW B7) W Gcteiiwu N HnOsiscr 6 11 5 Jl A HUSecaki 

2 && 1 F? mu— n mmEgglGsagBaieBaBantSlDU RAnulB 

3- 20100-1 RWCrS CROSS (23) (N V H»voj) A J Wttjx 7 10 12 

4 411-443 N*nSMa (19) IP M RKA) P Rfctl 8 10 ; WMntau 

5.-. P- 0001(370) AtoOvtane Daws) KBafe) 6 10 12 „_CCTDnyar 

6 *0*155- SQURE SLK{243) (Robert Ogfen) A Tural 7 10 IS — H D iWMinri y 

7 031004 W^CTY(lBAJiH^m*WtAfib^^riNBjratougi71012. 

6ft. 3-1 SobOm FUm.'u'bltt. K^sari, 12-1 Rfetfs Cmn, WeeMy, 


ID 31F12-0 moOWVHBff (UQ pF) (Ms W MoneD M Mtoonscn 8 10 5. 

-IDdsdmf- 

BOTM& 3-1 FtesMbeaWv 7-2 B*0yea Boy, B-l leaf Byflana, 8-1 0*400)01*^1, Uh*Ofloa0mi*, 
UM. Rusttc Air, 12-1 otters 

199S 9MWS Bmf 7 11 ID V ItaMon 11-ID (Mn J Ptonsn) A m 
FORM OTOE 

BALLYEA BOY Is the namer open to i mprovement after edfjng out Aiflcrnney Chief at Tovr- 
caster on hts chasirte debut He has been raisBl Ett and Thu n a stranow race, but he had 
some axmC placed runs to sfeyfng hurdles last term and a fobwr up to on the cants. Lord 
GyRcM a a danflv despha concaflng a anna tn Balyaa Boy. Ha ran wed agpm smna 
decanr oppos i tion Ian season and made Cad It A Day fi04 hard on hs reappearance lm 
19 days affi Wig) the run behind l*n and the extra quarter-mfe more his mp. Lord Gyf 
Ime Is bound to gp close. Bmee or Mra beat Ground Nut on his chasing debut at Here- 
tad Ian season, but new roaOy preffiessed. St®, he looks on a fair marie In this harafccap 
and had a warm-up over hurefiesa tortrtffltaga. Flasht h eeash has not run stoca Wafaa- 
Dtund wn at Atooee In Apr! of last year. wMe Haiwel Lad continues to prow unbua- 
worthy. Ghfattietriaghna^r tost hbwy last season and a wnahtog brief has to be adwssd, 
ntoSe Rustic Air remans bally handtapped on the lOb Ngur mam an* the wm ftom 
General Command at Ayr. lake or loug&rea has tooted a shade suspect when the chips 
are down, and the race may pran a bR loo hot for KnoOkawny. but Mr awader to just 
the type to go wel H*th a low wei^K when flesh- S eto cgo m BALLYEA BOY 

P5TR1 GBX HODGES & SON HANDICAP HURDLE (CUSS D) £3J50 
added 2m Penalty Value £2J89 
00253-3 CMIOUBOLD (HQ {22} P) (BF) Q) A Jiteson) M Ppe 5 12 0_ 

OiiOG iusfERTRtEp«qa9UtteiMR3c(c5te)ies)HsJntmen611U — w 

14P-4 HR BUREAUCRAT (HQ 's!) (CD)£crfeyWCWie}S BmotattoW 7 11 10~JI AFtagBOld 

1F112-1 CSflAOR EXPRESS (27) (D) (CHSaur Racn^ A SBMET 4 11 4 TQsy 

313*33/ BA1AH (621) g» (Lto Cap*v.’ Spima) Un J Codf 7 11 -1 TKesl 


1065-21 SAHT CSEL (USA) n(CD} (Tam Raorg) F JoRlan 8 11 2 ( 6 a) . 


HJP2-12 DARK HGHMMLE (23) (D)PF)(ME8 iiz Qari)09vnnod 6105- 
-Ttfedand- 


JW|M 


BETim: 3-1 Dantare Eqmn, 7-2 Cadongold, 4-1 Saint QaL M DbA Mgtttflgsie, 5-1 llastar 
Tribe. 8-1 1* Banana!, KM fcafati 
1996: Bflaa 4 10 12 J Osborne 7-2 (N Henteson) ID ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Jenny Paman has yet to hit too tom. but MASTER TRBE, a pansy son of Master WUhe 
who won at Ludlow and Newbuy Ian season, s fancied. Master Tribe was reported* a ock 
horse when he ratumed tom Ksmpton after starting favourite against Klmanl(*y,andaflrst- 
fight nwate ruined hto chance In ths competitive Amuee race won by Tragc Hera. He has 
a ateable weight to <fe«y on hts reappearance, but he is a class above Ms six rivals. SoM 
CM to athta wy best at HaydocK but he has atoo won twee here. However, he mode 
heavy weather of btsutoig arcus Lira on Hs fawurta couree last week and a 6to penalty 
my find him oul Date NJgnttagaie was Kobdayed in the spring and was gxd enoi^i af- 
ter the lay-off to wm a smaN race at lMncaraon last month. She was outstayed n the soft- 
erffmBd over the longer trip by Sal By The Stars at Eaecer afterwards, so the return to two 
rotes Ts the right move. Cado o&U bote bearable under I2st after drawing a blank last 
tern aid then finllng Mouse Bad too good at the weeas m testtig sound at Newton Ab- 
bot antes reappearance. Mr Bmaucnt has not neafly shown enough to suggest he to 
pod emugi lor this, wide a 7t> nse in a stronger race wfll test Centaur Express to the 
hit after hto Bar&r wto tmm Tanseeq. JuOe Cec* to fitefy to have toalah ready Mowing a 
tonptylqt-efC, but* tffiraraxiraemsy nit him better. flel ec t le m MASTER TRBE 


1-6 Ac I LEVY BOARD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3/000 added 
l“5j 3YD 2m Penidty Value £2,453 

1212 AliWySRAPWClUfD) HaAtePamosrtBJMPpen 7. 

10 SHEGH KEnUH(7E) W BR (XCPByfie) J Jerteib U 5 

15* n«Y(2qin(iesOiBElan4ASweBllO 


11.451 


BAawovateSuOTteMDMumySmeriion- 


v 

BqrV 


BOTTNG: 4-5 
U-ieom 
a» Cafcw Buy 6 11 0 J OSborne M (0 


Man 


Vidy Tuntoi has boen waning tor the better ground before evlng SOURS silk nto tra 
«>* fenoes. a vety «nan teenier who finished flflh In Qwmpvjn Hunfle, Squm Slh 
haaewiy hope of-Ooing erfra wH m the gyre and ho beat Bwtewc wxferl 2 st at Nw- 
■“y ffsr ome up last season. Subflnc Ftihw has proved ftustrattog and he flopped afpn 
°o»a Around The Gale at Bangor after beating poor rates a HerafouL He nag a tor in do 
*hb fis penalty. Km Batfoy's Orhdl b Interastbig. despde a poor showing oust lutfles at 
Nattuy a year ago. He would have hacted up to an Irish point (act year but tbrtaPng at 
ttw last are) mora wit be iwud of iHs young geMng. Ktae’lB Orose ffiri not Jump too we* 
at Wanmch dvee wests ago when tsurh w Brats Or Asl Tha at mot* Ms gound, but he 
•auto rw line Ited with Sftuirfl Sdk over Jiudtos. (teMa came to tend early tan flatten 
and has tooted fre type to do ewn bette, as has Waabelby, who has the beneffi of a tt- . 
«ra nit unto his beiL ftetoirrtnrr SQUIRE SILK 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
B 
7 

6 

9 

10 
U 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 ifidKtomd 
bite, Cflncy CMst, M-lettera 

1SS9: Rroptes Haw 3 10 12 M (P Hadomj !5 rm 


4 (XK2SSDW(3«(Bq(ltett«treee)D»fehetsonlDl2 

CUSSrCHFOtettSugriJWhBeUU 

2 CRUBCS PlflDE Otl) (Tunc Head RaO®CMrt M Meotfvr 10 12 . 
ICED(£ HKRSH gSayton Rtfay MrHtonhp IsU J J OftoS 10 12 — 
Nomim DIAMOND IMra ¥ E RteantD Mea H Rrntand ID 12 - 

SBHWMIEMRY CSTstesvlBSmtld 12 

44 TOPAgUW (U) Ms Jifc Haw) P teflon 1012- 


— QwUteaB 
JIARncenU 

MDveer 

GenrUoto 

— CU ee » 


APARtMENTS ABROAD (PRO Badfly) K McAffiBe 10 7_ 

DBANPHASCO (AntBcamgRBOrg) L&aracklO 7 

LOCK fMNCCR (CHDrd bw) US H Maracfey ID 7 

RAW DEAL ITWfcj) G 8BD01 10 7. 


JRtaraat 


BARANOV steuM dw us a 03Od nm at decent odds agflnst Ctrws Star end Atepy* 
m. He was a progressive type on iwf after las flfrweaner runs and rafished the sttfrupm 
tBstance when he won a marten tewicap over 10 furion© at Wtemch n July tor praser* 

cormecuons. Grcus Star was prunang on the Flat lor Sr Mari* frescottand CtoiXd Nfchor- 

con tfxught tha sound wee mo tW(y for Mm at Newftuy tee weete'agj wtien me adding 
puled hard and Arashad fljnfli to HsrawL Ha Is bound to si vral on this better stifaca and 
has w obvious ehanco gstdng 9to from AJwoyB Happy, a pane rentier from motet oppo- 
srifen « Hwdoch before findtng Nofate Lad much too paeey on the fester potod at Oie*- 
tenhem. /UbahawBSawtcfwd Arm Robert Arrastrang to Jack Banle In the lattEr half of itw 
Flat season. The had some form to strong henefespp and wjuto hare a araietton 
his hunflesdatari^Ttony ran wen in evtoor entte^ S ele ct io n - BARANOV 


TAUNTON 


HYPERION 

U2S Secret Spring L55 Dark Truffle (nb) 2J25 
Greenback 2JS5 Rosencrantz 3L25 Herbert 
Buchaian 3L55 Supemdck 


13 TMKARBHLiPtMlOS RHagtee 

M SP TRMN4A (U) R frTtnwon 1C- 5 iitevey 

-14 <tod»d - 

BEims: 11-4 Dwfl Traftfe, 7-2 store tobuf. Miwnyieaey, 7-1 in 
Cttoote. 8-1 Ccfetaxto MB#, ifrl Seam Song. 14-1 otters 


O OR I MENDIP PLYWOOD NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS C) £6^00 added 2m 3f 


GOING: Good lo Firm (Good m places). 

■ Right-hand course. Run-In of 150yds 

■ Connie to S of town an &TITO. Taumon staikm 2nu ADU5- 
SlON: Manbem S 1 1: Psddock £8JiO: Cetme oT i*. CAS 
PARK: Centre of anmsc 13; rvowlndcr free. 


BLINKERED POST TDIB: BmdDg Hevrk (risored, J_iT), Blo*- 
som Dearie (L G5>, Sa prerae Star t3JHil. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: JcUVrfes (3.50} 
won el Tow cosier an Sauinl*y. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Dark Tnt01e(lJi5j has been 9cni 
206 odes by HnJ Cccfl from Newmarket, Suffolk. 


BETTHfi 5-4 Greenback, 2-1 Raenltt. 6-1 Ntaae Mtaoder, Jovial Man, 
20-1 Calava Star, 33-1 BHMItty Lort, 50- 1 Paddy Burke 


441116- JOHALIIANPOS) POSter 7 110 -DBmfeate 

P PADOT BURKE <23) A toneme 6 11 0— — SHoganffl 

383121- RAHAUAH (195) M texf. 1 il 5 fiFeffiM 

52300-r WHOE WONDER (22) IJ Sriic&n bll D* P Holey 

0006-PU BAXtoORTRYU)RD(8)CPT5um 5 ID 13..TDeseo«be(3) 

6P.4 CALLEVA STAR (37) R A^xr 5 10 33 PHentoyp) 

0M.23F SREDffiACK (BQJ (2g) P HXts 5 10 13 -RJOtesre 

-7 


2-55 


IStS 


BEECH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5£00 added 2m If 

2-1 S&nETSnBM{HQ(U)Ptedp4116 M radar* 

0TO3AV AHTIBWS TREASURE (RU) A Bbidw 7 110 

-MrRTbantMlS) 


OAK NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
O £5,000 added 2m IS 

miP6 SHMffiMBdmiDtL'.PQeAlllO Rlfcgws 

01-11 ROSENCRANTZ (X^ (CD) lltoV rtivic 4 11 5 JUntann 

002143 HAY DANCE OD P HaKu 5 10 6 GTanoeyffl 

0*64TJ PffiNCE DE BEBRY 1103) G KOm 5 10 0 J> Haley 


02-4 COUWRYT)WQU«« Shores 4 UO, 

00 BUR HAUL OS) R Brat 5 HO 

0 FROMELAO (43) WTumer 4 11 0, 

0 LAIBlflRD (77) Mns J tteMs 4110.. 
0F1CE HOURS W Tuner *110.. 


Mtariep) 

Jl 


I Power f7) 
>WeUi(3) 
.WHcfwrest 


34= OUT ON A PROMISE (14) N VfeiJJ 4 11 0 Rtt*u> 

RACHQ HAUK U Sawidas 4 ll a P Holey V 

RODBKK HUDSON J ToW 4 110 RMM 

2 YET AGAM (9| Us <^r KeflaMay 4 ll 0 DBridgnter 


5F0 STUDIO 1HRIY (21) CSmm 4 100 -D Bridc«rter 

36-5 MUfiR0FTiBM8IA(tB) R Atou 5 10 D JPKatey® 

-6dadam>- 

MHmun re(gic lOsLliut hrebsas -afits: Piface De Bent Sa&s.Stu- 
iSo 7tvty. MEscfi fttven 9sr Ub. 

BETTWC: Ml Jtosererantz. S-l Stabretf. 7-2 Key Dance, 20-1 Pitaca 
de Berry, 33-1 Studto TUrfy, KHcraft RMen 

MENDIP PLYWOOD HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £7,000 added 3m 


3J25 


12 005640 ROC AGE (23) G Dares 5 10 9 Mr J Nbtan (7T 

13 254P SHARP EU/ER (11) P Hbd^r 4 10 9 PMda 

14 2- SPNOORK BUCK (201} 0 Shenuod 4 109_l AMcCartlV 

- 14 decreed - 

BETIM: 2-1 Secret Sprfeft JW OH Ol A Proteee, 7-2 Spntflog Beck, 
KM. Crretty Terreto, 12-1 Roderick Ifoitoos, Yet Agata, 14-1 ottn 

MAPLE JUVENAE NOVICE SELLMG HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2*450 added 3YO 2m If 

1 SIDNE BUND (23) (D}P Hotel 11 3 RJofeaoe 

0 APPEAL AGAM [22] DButhel 1010 DJBmdd 

-HBotoey 


1 063P-F3 DUHAUOW LODGE (12) (Q^ CR Samel 9 11 10 A Fenton 

2 2314-21 BALUTCUWER(U)Uc&VHn3ire91ia RJOteaur 

3 1-13F34 CSraH ANGL£(22)(CD)P Hates 7UF — DBUfrotor 

4 1F23U4 mBBIT BUCHANAN (14) (C BO P MdUfe 6 11 2 — P Hkfe 

5 55ajP-5 SCOTOM [2Q R OSttten 10 10 10 BPowefl 

— 5 ■ 

BEITPIG: 7-4 Baby Chner, 114 Ceitaia Angle. 7-2 Herbert Buchanan, 4- 
1 Dtealow Lodge. 10-1 Scotonl 


L55 


460 OOLBROORWIiE(12)JBo9ieyl010. 

EWAR B0U> K CUraigVIhBtHi 10 10 . 

WOl* 6 «lYPHed 0 HlOlO M CUre (7) 

88 n CAHOOTS (U) A Snrti 1D1D_ 


0 RED 1ME (42) H Sautoeto 10 10. 


Jl ouraet 
-PHoflay 

38 SAHARA SONS (9 WGU Turner 10 20,.AMareteni (7) 

5 BLOSSOH DEARE(23) RFnMtl05 BPoradB 

3 DARKTRUmE(lD}M8j0edl05 
IAHHY JENNY N Tas&avCmes 10 5 
NAHTBARW D Bamh 105 



| WALNUT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
I £4^)00 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 PQOM2- BETOND OUR REACH (IBtq RHaf^sBll 10~TDaKOu*ie (3) 

2 250P-1 JEFFERCS (5) (CO) J OU 7 U8l7lb) G Upton 

3 5320F3 F1HJR DETAL (3) W G M Tuna 5 11 5 lP0w{7) 

4 5025 SUPREME STAR (12) P Hager 5 10 12 OMdptterB 

5 0638-21 SUPBHflCX (12) WMw 5 10 10 

6 

7 

8 13805* SANDECOCHARGBl(14) ABaonifS 104JirRTfioiieoa(^ 

9 30601/ ROAD TO All BON (827) R Baker 8 IP 2 -.BPowefl 

-Sdedarad- 

BETTDItt M Steertr**, >1 Jeffenet, B-l Row de Tel, 7-1 Oeyood Our 
Beacb, Uttfe HooflBBi. 8-1 SteMH Staq X2-1 otten 


323451 Um£H00UGAN(14)|C)RHs&s5X09 IHMto(7) 

014-4P5 FBST CUSS (11) (DIG Altad 6 10 7 R 


^CARLli^E'^ T ? ; 

HYPERION 

1235 Ben Cruachan 105 Supertop 1_35 B The 
One 2 j 05 Sparky Gayle 235 Jocks Cross 335 
Eartymoming Light 335 Stonny Coral 


10 0O54PP- MORE CHAUP ACRE (21B) LteD Thomson 6 109.10Ttara 
U 006' RASH LUCK (5) ROag^6 109____ 4 Storey 

BETTING: E-4B The One, 4-1 Itadariirete B-l More Cftsnpa^e.Fann- 
e«» Subtidy. SOver ten, 10-1 HenaW. 14-1 otfws 


2.05 


INSPBC170N: 8 JW 
GOING: Good (Prasi tn ground r 

■ RigW-hand, undnbUng course. Run-tn ofSOQyde- 

■ Course Is S oT iown, -lm W o( junc 4 - of MU. CorttoJe suDon 
^m. ADMISSION: Club SKI (OAPP & uoder2 Is S9)\ TauerreOs 
58 (OAft & underlie Sit). CAS PASS: On rails S3; rest free. 


BUNKERED POST TIME: Bnmmaf I -Ofi), UUlo Brdwteg (w 


sorvd, 1.05). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Snprnop ( 1 .05 i won at Ain- 
tree an Frkfay. 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS; Madam Muck [ 1 JT.), Mwrtnem 
Minor (2.05) & Boty SttoR t3.(E} hew been ireitt 301 mtlcnhy 
N Tirjsuin-Davtes from Nanman, Glcmysujshlro. 


NORSEMEN FC NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5300 added 2m 4f UOyds 
50-123F BLUE CHAfBI P3) (BF) Mis S Braflurre 6 11 4. --R Gonitty 

1X54-1 SPARKY CAYTE (13) C PaTO 6 11 * B Storey 

432U-31 MARKERS IflRROR (17) (CD) M TidDn-IlMK 9 10 13 

MrMRbnefl 


BRSADSt JOHN J Adan 71012- 


•K5463- CAMPTOSMfltUS (1B4) 0 Aider T 1012 Attomtan 

031053- OflPPED OUT (22*) M Tafunsr 6 10 12 Pitted 

10234-P CftOUM EQUERRY (12) (RF) G Rcrarra 6 10 12- B HanSeg 

4032'1- MNDSP9Q PBeauimSlO 12 . ..RSvppto 

152521- RNER UHSHCN [213} J H Jahnsan 6 10 12.,_ N NBraon 
OU MGN HANDED (Ifi) T Catftti 5 10 11 — __ — J) Patter 

11 OOOfHW KARDUSITNO 03) Lfri S Smsh 5 ID U HrPMreay 

12 233P04 MUSE BJIZ (13) toUThsmson 510 11 FReed 

- 12 declared - 

BEJT1NS; 84 Spotty Sejle. 92 MatoealBnor, B-l BtoeCbaen. 8-1 CMpped 
Oat, ID-1 iBwr Itottkm. 1>1 Cram Eqaeny, NU Dee, 14-1 ettea 


1Z35 


EBF •NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIBD 
(CLASS E) (D(V I) £2^00 2m 4f llpytfc 

13*631 BEBGARS BANQLET (3)) P) P ftanern 6 11 10_-B (^tao (7) 
(S30-12 3HANAVOGH (2*J (CD) (Bf) G M Ifoare S 11 10 Jtfeaterei 
^12(0-2 BeNCRUACHAH(lDJMielfencn6110— JtfeteRlGreet 

35326 CAIlEfiftSH DAN (IS) M TatUUBr 6 11 0 PMwre 

7} CUVERKG (S88) J H Jcrreon 6 11 0 — NWDamna 

3P DRAKEHMIH (174) R Bartlett 6 11 0 DPltter 

HAMHLBOYFItet^iSUO R Supple 

QU408-2 jynRUYGaeML(U)CFtofB5U0 B Storey 

6- RAMU STARS (2BQ G HCtoKK5 11 0 


235 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 . . 

10 P MART M SACTH (13) Mgs L V R raael 6 11 0 — Albonfta 

11 DO 1BGHTEN IASS (2ffi J Ototoon 5 10 9 KJaberee 

BETIMG: 5-2 Begen Banquet, 3-1 ShareiQgh, 4-1 Jareity Oeoerto, 9- 
2 Ben Cnredrei, 12-1 Hawk MB Bay, 14J. utbere 


CALDBECK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,750 added 2m If 

12-5256 DONE WELL (6) PMcntscn 4 X2 0 ECM(3) 

5410-11 JOCKS CROSS (19) (CD) GftflLTK 512 0 ADobbta 

D22Q1- COUnRJLAM9BIM P36) (CD) r.te nSwCBri. £ 14 2-J FtoRnn 
11-3330 B)EN DANCER (28UBP) Ite U FSveiev i 111 — -PMven 
14/3124- BVE BEST (272) J 0Ne4 5 10 10 __RMcfe*h(S) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 226006 BHOCENI GEORGE (B) (D) Mss L 5dSafi 7 10 4 -Jl Thornton 

7 321FJP- DUKE Of PSHH (S5) J H jamsor 5 10 D NUOau»n 

_ "J _ 

BEnUtfi: 82 Jocks Cron. 3-1 Catorfm AattOoK, 5-1 Efcre Sett, 8-1 to- 
Meant Ceorge, 7-1 Dree wea, Eden Dancer, 14-1 Mha Of Penn 


3J05 


13-051 


OULTON NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3fiOO added 2m If 

F-2U21 SUPSn0P|QLLuneiBl20- IJMtt»(7) 

63F HU DE CRESSON {13) J Mbit 6 U 6 IRatooe 

I {2CMfl D Modatt 5 U 4 DJHoOMlB 

1(17) LliiB>4 110— Ml 



DALSTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5300 added 3m 

13140-2 UBUVAL(FR)(17)8»W5arisS1012 0 ASSreflb 

212-144 BWLYII0 n r flH CUGRrtlglBF)GRelaifc7U13JIDnbMa 

F5-4213 DARK OAK (15) J Cute IQ 11 7 ...RGretty 

FB4PPF- FRONT 1ME (36) JJ Olfol 9 11 7. — PNtren 

36414-4 UE DETECTOR (20) CCD] CtaterS 10 12 D Potter 

34311-2 WESnilEU. BOY (21) (0) P Reauncr* 10 10 11. —R Sqiple 
211144) K0HKLE1JCH (17) (Cf Jdwer9 10 11- 


m (BO WB M Iteetey 4 ID 1ZP Mm B 

(2fl) G Otteyd s 10 * g cure (3) 

R UBsLSUtel 4 103 A mental 

(UjiAHanmondSlDa DButfej 

C Part® 6 100 DPtoher 

d5)RCodnm610O -lOTtara 

lflKG(26) MHammcnd* 100 — MHflbnmV 
EAsrei 4100 BBanflnf 

- 12 ) 

EsmAfrMKsifeW 
S-inyreayEhm, 

EBF 'NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (QUAURER) 

(CLASS E) (MV I) £2?00 2m 4f 110yds 

l-Pl B THE ONE (19) J QUru 5 11 5 RBantty 

0 AR AOIABH ABHABE (lfl) HaM MB^n 511 0 ADotela 

OOP- COTTAGE JOKER (204) W Banrt 6 11 D ASSnflb 

CMP F«lffiRSSI/BSBJY(3SG»Mcwra4U0 JIBnOey 

fr HADAWAY LAO (216) J H Jcfison * 11 0 NWManu 

0 JHIYHAI (17HBF) G RttBKfe 5 11 0 BHanRag 

6 U94ALDI (23) P Cheestra^i 6 11 0 RSopftt 

S8JUER ABOVE J J OTtofl 6 U 0 HI 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
1 

8 *1-0300 SALE AHEAD (17) UR GM Moore 6 10 5 NBenUey 

9 30261-3 HOLY STBS (17) N Tnttcn-Ctoies 7 10 3 £ abode B 

10 331215 SCRABO VCW (IS) P Deajmanl 6 10 3 B 01000 ( 7)8 

11 P0P554 SPARROW HALL (21) (CO) J F>ts5e*a*d 9 100 WDwn 

12 JTOU3 aFKHRUmn^S&a&ireU100MM8BauiK(T) 

13 5PS45- SND«Pair(22S)OLr*i9100 JBrete 

- 13 decreed ■ 

AOttiuirJOsL TnjsftlcacMtta; Off n»Bru9sraa SrunA PortBaum. 
BETTHG: 7-2 UtH VM. 4-1 Holy Stag. 7-1 Eartymwn ite UgM. WestmB 
Bay, B-l Lie Detaetei; Dork OMt, 10-1 6erate Wew. 13-1 ottwre 


335 


0345- MADym MUCK (194) N Twfon-Dauei 5 10 9 Citato* 


| ASIWWA AMATEURS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS FJ £2350 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 11123-3 STORMY CORAL 07) CPa«r 6 1110 Mr A Patter (7) 

2 264M21 TRAP DANCES (13) P lirosD 8 11 9 Mr R Hale (S) 

3 250-22 BARER (17) (BF) Ms A Sastonk 7 11 S-JHr Chit Msan (7) 

4 D4044P- DA)OfS8CBBE(194) JU Jefle^ai* 11 7. jlrSSwtan 

5 602155 tttNE™p®«sMFfemrU4.MFP(re»*«iaBif7) 

6 PP5P-11 TffltE gnSE (20) to) G tehacs S 10 12 IAr8EMntt(7) 

7 HWO-3 HUDSON BAYTTOOEH (28) (D) P Baxmcrt 9 10 11 

Min PRebcon (5) 

8 W5P6& flHIBBNMAIORQSqPChtStoadi 71010 JflCftrewP) 

9 02.6*40- TtR8EniE(S2flm Mri55mftG105.Jfr Pfltoniytn 

-9 dacireed- 

BOTWfr 5-2 Rifle Ruse, 7-2 Tire O—ter, 9-2 Baber. MStcrmy Carat. 
Manettre, B-l lUMeBqrTcadct, 10-1 Drebys Gone, 14-1 ottm 


RACING RESULTS 


CHEPSTOW 

-L2Bc L MtBHTr MOSS f*ft F Hutsby) 

. "«f»:2.4BBter IsJe 121:3. WndCler- 
ran. 6, 3. (D fflchotoon, 7empte : 
“wa.IolKttOO: £130, £110, £5-60. . 
"■f33^CSRa4JS.Trtoi£164Aai«; .. 
f*AGem. • 

^ ’^LwwaoiaM*T©JBactB»a-i: 

^ CreftettJODW 16-L . 

"•WVMtsvFttoBaDflBlO. A& (DBunML 
ISM I Sjfe3«:.£L30. £1-10,.. 

op fi&Aao. csr faaaA rao! 
-“fJWiparTwert- 

BEILS Lfft fG Tcrrhey) 2-1 feu; 
114:3. BateMMia Uni 
3-L 4ran. la^tPHooteWto- 
>. GSK S7J3. ' 


2^5: 9L GENERM.TOMC (Sedtt MkMQ 

11-1; 2. Kamr 13-2; 3. Mbs DbMn 14-L 

IS ran. 3-1 fey Vos Man. 1%.3V*(D Gan- 

doHe, Wantage}.- hte £1130;- £2-90, 

£2£O.£aiO.DF;£3fteO.CSft£7EU05.Trt- 
easc £94936. Tn« £19620. * 

3J2& L OR ROYAL' (A P McCoy) 10-ll ' 
fay; 2. Straw Cain n-4: 3. flnrden 40-1. . 

9 ran. l. IB. (M Wpe, VMsnrtfort), Tot* 

£230:£li0. £L2afflflO. DF;£3Jtt CSF: 

£3.75. Tita £53.00. Tflt Tanraoar Khg. . 
" 3£6i 2- LADY REBECCA (A MqgMl&'S; 
2. Store Rirty 7-4 fM 3. 9tmgTa) 2M. 
i5ima^ii(Mwvtew»WMmi.He»e- 

ted). 7WW 43.40; £3.4a £LS0, £450. DF: 

£&5a CSF: £7,35. HfC Franhe Mucft. Tna 
£ffi.3a ‘ ' • ' 



JackneC £7.100,00 (part won; pool of 

££56W8 earned forvrartBUnnsBnsrtodBy). 
’ PtacepoC £186.90. Quadpot £2R9a 
Raea & £83.42. Ptaee 6e £49.47. 

HEXHAM 

l^l.CHOPWBJ.CtJmJUNB{PFfc«n) 

1- 2 fev, 2. Mareka 20-1; 3- Tioe Geld 10-1. 

12 MO. 1. IX fl EflSBttyi. iww £120; 

££20, £020, £U30. OF: £38.40. CSF: 

£14.05. TnO: £105.10. 

. L3K XKHtSS MMSDMLCI Bute) U-X 1 

a. D toal wr20-X- 3. Oarer Boy 5-2. 7 ran. 

2- 1 Iter Ufebuoy (dtn). 6, nk. (D Lamb). Itata: 

E2&30; £T.0O, £10-60. OF: E3&M}. CSF: 

£14A97. Tntasc £657.78 NK The Nan 

Waltz. . 


2j 05: X BJJOTTS WISH (N MHamsort) 

26-1; 2. Uh Hygiene 4- X 3. Cnetfcelawi 

50-X Uim. 7-4 few Golden Hate %, 2%. 

0 H Jchwan). Tola: £1X00; £2J», £XSa 

f 1 3-5 0. DF: £2330. CSF: £74-49- Tha 

£100JW (pert won). NK Artotedamufl. 
23Gf X MWBRHNCH M Newton) 9-2 finr; 

2^T1(i It ta 5-1: 3. Court Joker 12- 19 ran. 

l2.1VfL(JMJe*nson).Tbta: £430; £2.00, 

££Ba £2>ia Dft £12^0. CSft £262a Tri- 

Ofit £233.79. TriK £3X80. Nft Fartttfir/Vt 

XOS: X BUYERS DREAM (G Cahd) 7- X 

2. VWBa Sparide 14-X 3. Grtad Scanrey 

13-2. 14 ran. 6-ljt Iter Jute B* Buy (4th). 

Dte, Th. (B Etoson). lUee £1030; £3.60. 

£5-10, £1.80. DF; £105.40. CSF: £96Jtt. 

Tricasn £629.76 Tna 03730 tpan won). 


335* X BOLD STATEMENT <N BenUey) 

5-X 2. FtorCatt«te4-X 3. BoUflytteateSO-X 

14 ran. 11-8 fav Lore Of The Lrxfi (4th). 4, 

I 1 /* OG U Moore). TOtK £7.70: £130. £X30. 

£760. DF: £1530. CSF: £2534. Trio: 

£103.40 (part won). 

Placapoe £534530. Quaefoot £37.70. 
Mace 6: £2268.06. Place & £ 1686 . 00 - 

W1NDSOR 

32AK X 1ADY PEDL IM A fiCMted) ereni 

Csv;X River Bay 9-2; XDrekCheBenpir 10- 

X 7 ML Hd. SL (N Henderson, Lambourri). 

Taue £1.90'. £130. £2X0. DF: £330. CSF: 

£8.47. Trio: £330. NFC Dames C adta r . Shrimp. 

USt X SFM90JNB SFRHB (C DDa^M 

11-tZ Bret Of Friend* 4-1; 3. None SUnarf 

5-i 9 ran. 2-1 far Ma os trt (4th).’7>. dV-KL 


tK Bafley. Upper Lamboum). Tote: £1.2.10; 

£4.00. £1-30. £1-30- DF: £4830. CSF: 
£5337. Trio: £40.70. 

X45: XCAU. ME RfVER 0 Lawrence! 6-1 

co far: 2. Jao Del Prince 3^X X CmnBnei 

Rule 14-X 4. Mhe**2&-X IB ran. 6-1 co 
favs Wrwerty Gate ffeffi. la Mezeray. IX 20. 
(PHafiteer. Cfuche«ei).TWa: £8.10; £130. 
£5.50, £3.70. £10.10- DF: £122.90. CSF: 

£151X4. Tricsafc £2404.66. Tno: £14090. 

m Ragged httgpom. 

2X5: X READY MONEY CREEK V 06- 

bome) 10-U far, 2 omfratore 7-2 2 Hen- 

ry* Fort 66- X 11 ran. 2, 2. 10 Sherwood, 
Upper Umaoum). Tock £2-10: £1X0, 

£X20. £9130. DF; £4X0. CSF: £5.12. Tno: 

£174.80. 


X4Ss X ZBTEDlAR (CODrawt HXWO fav: 

X Lacata 20-1; 3. Fichu 6-1. 10 ran. 4. 2 

IK BStojr. Upper lantoounv. Ibtes £340: £X7a 

£530. £130. OF: £27.40. CSF: £5637. Tn- 

cast £34538. Tna £158. 70. NR Safety. Star 

Of Rate. 

3A3c X DONTDRESSFORSMNER T a& 

EomW 3 1 Or. X PteOf J»ck» 9-2 X/teffiitt 

itoalRh 20X 9 ran. *. nh. (R HodgK. Some*. 

nm TQte £34Ct£14a£LBCL £3.70. DF: £430- 

CSR £1431 Tncast £174.63. Tna £1063a 

*46: V COPPER BOYBPowe# 7-2 2 

tWrewfl 10- X’ 2 trecom Lots 10- L 12 ran. 

9-4 Lm Qaaearan (5uy. 6, 7. iR Bucfoer, Bnd- 

porfl. Totre £4.90: £160. £3.00. £3.50. DF: 

£3530. CSF; £37.53. Tncesc £305.05. Tna 

£19X80. 

Ptareiwt: £2d6a Quadpob £8,3a 

Place 8: £54.93. Ptaea & £33.7*. 


Murray’s 

death 

adjudged 

accidental 

Boxing 


A Glasgow court ruled ycsier- 
cliy that no one was in hi j mi: 
for tiur death of James M urr.iv, 
who suffered faial brain in- 
juries during a British ban- 
tamweight title light last year. 

The judge. James Murphy, 
cleared Murray's opponent. 
Drew Docherty’ of any liiull. 
praised the medieal help Murray 
received n( ringskie anu said that 
a rioi in (he hull had no! ham- 
pered medical personnel gelling 
to the injured boxer. 

Muiphv. delivering his judge - 
menl after a three-day inquirj. 
said Murray's death tin 1.* Oc- 
tober. 1 9<J5! w as the result «»f ;m 
accident. Murray, a 25-yeiiriiId 
Scot, collapsed just seconds be- 
fore the end of his eoniesi with 
fellow coumn man Doehem 
at Glasgow's Hospitality Inn. 

Television viewers saw Mur- 
ray tumble to the floor and fims, 
unaware of the tnigedv' in the 
ring, rimed at the hack of the hall 
in protest at the way the tight 
ended in Docherty 's favour. 

No single blow from Divher- 
ty could he pinpointed ns the 
punch wliich caused the fata! 
brain injuty, ihe judge said. "No 
blame attaches to amone,” he 
said. "The evidence Kith of the 
neurosurgeon and the patholo- 
gist is that the haemorrhage suf- 
fered hv Murray was so massive 
from the time it occurred that 
nothing was giving to save his life.” 

Hcrril Graham was relieved 10 
have got his comeback oul of the 
way with a comfortable points vic- 
tory over the durable and awk- 
ward American Terry Ford in 
Sheffield on Tuesday night. But 
his former manager, Brendan In- 
gle. was not impressed. 

Ingle and Graham cam- 
paigned together through two 
world title ailcmpLs as well as 
in successful British. European 
and Commonwealth champi- 
onship efforts, but their rela- 
tionship is now over. 

“The worst thing you can 
have at this stage is people slap- 
pingyou on the hack and saying 
you\"e done well" said Ingle, 
now better known as Nascent 
Hamed’s manager and trainer. 

"I might be wrong, but 1 think 
there was nothing there: he 
should not be fighting in my opin- 
ion. I get my living from this £ime 
and my advice is to pack it in.” 


World’s elite 
to compete 
at Olympia 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


Competitors for the Olympia 
Show Jumping Championships, 
which run from IB 10 22 De- 
cember. will indude three mem- 
bers of Germany's victorious 
Olympic team - Ulrich Kirch- 
hoff (the individual gold medal- 
list). Ludgcr Bcerbaum and 
Franke Slooihuuk. 

Also competing are Alexan- 
dra Ledcrmann, the Olympic 
bronze medallist from France. 
Peter Charles, who is Ireland's 
reigning European champion, 
and all the leading Britons, in- 
cluding the Olympic icam of 
Geoff Billington. Nick Skelton 
and the two Whitaker brothers. 

With all but two of the top 19 
riders ia the world rankings 
taking part. Olympia will have" a 
far classier field of show jumpers 
than any other British meeting. 
The show includes a Volvo 
World Cup qualifier on the Sat- 
urday afternoon and a new 
event, the Christmas Masters on 
the Thursday evening, in which 
the four qualifying riders will be 
jumping tor a possible winner- 
lakes-all prize of £21.000. 

Olympia now has a total of 
19 sponsors, including seven 
newcomers, and a prize fond of 
£220,000 - £10.000 more than 
last year. Over 70 per cent of the 
tickets have already been sold, 
so foil houses are anticipated for 
virtually every session. 

This is a far cry from the in* 
augural show of 1972, when ratty 
300 advance tickets were sold 
and an elephant was led along 
Kensington High Street to give 
the fixture some much-needed 
publicity. To celebrate the 
Olympia show’s 25th year, the 
King’s Troop and Household 
Cavaliy will be staging a joint 
display for the first time. 


THE 


ECVDEPENP 


ENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 










26 


sport 
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In the 1983 FA Cup final he was one kick away from being the match-winning hero - the man who sank Manchester United. 
But he missed... Phil Shaw talks to Gordon Smith, the Scotsman who is still a legend at Brighton & Hove Albion 



Wembley 1383: In the last minute of extra time in the FA Cup final, with the scores level at 2-2, Manchester United's Gary BaHey thwarts Brighton's Gordon Smith by saving with his legs 


Photographs: Andrew Cowie/Coloreport 


The Wembley miss that has become a myth 


A nd Smith must score!*” The 
words will follow Gordon 
Smith to his grave, though the 
man who blew the FA Cup final for 
Brighton & Hove Albion — or near- 
ly won it, depending on your opin- 
ion - now offers an alternative 
epitaph. “He so loved the dub," says 
Smith in mock evangelical tones, 
“that he gave his only begotten 
son." 

As the Goldstone Ground's dwin- 
dling flock mull over Tuesday’s first- 
round defeat at home to Sudburv 
Town, they can be forgiven a less than 
avid interest in the teenagers who 
could be the club's future. With 
Brighton bottom of the Third Divi- 
sion, beaten in the Cup by Dr 
Martens League opposition and riv- 
en by civil strife, many fear they may 
not have one. Yet among the current 
trainees there is indeed a midfield- 
er called Smith. Son of “And Smith 
Must Score”. 

Grant Smith's very presence 
among the fledgling Seagulls is 
symptomatic of how the repercus- 
sions from one snapshot of action, 
13 years ago, continue to touch the 
lives of Gordon Smith and those clos- 
est to him. Of which more anon - but 
first back to Wembley, where 
Brighton and Manchester United are 
locked at 2-2 in the last seconds of 
extra time. 

Jimmy Case, now Grant's man- 
ager, releases Michael Robinson, 
who these days works as Spanish tele- 
vision’s Des Lynam. Robinson, fend- 
ing off Kevin Moran, finds Smith 
unmarked 10 yards out. “And Smith 
must score," predicts Peter Jones on 
Radio 2, scarcely suspecting he has 


given the medium its own “They 
think it's all over." 

Smith, allowing himself one touch 
to control the ball on a sodden sur- 
face, tries to place his shot beyond 
Gary Bailey. Instead of nanowing the 
angle as any goal keeping coach 
would advise. Bailey commits him- 
self to a dive. He goes the wrong way 
but the ball sticks between his legs. 
Whereupon he smothers it gleeful- 
ly. 

United won the replay 4-0. Jim- 
ray Melia, he of the shining pate and 
disco shoes, was eventually sacked 
as Brighton's manager. Smith moved 
on to Manchester City. Oldham 
and Austria, though in the popular 
memory Sussex by the sea remains 
his last resort. 

Just os Sir Stanley Matthews al- 
ways says that the 1953 epic should 
be tailed the Mortensen final, a case 
could be made for '83 being Bailey's 
year. Smith, who stills turns out in 
his native Scotland for a charity team, 
Dukla Pumpherston. has long since 
accepted that will never happen. 

“The Brighton fans were always 
great with me, and it was funny when 
they called their fanzine And Smith 
Musi Score , ” he said. “When I went 
back with City I gcu a huge round of 
applause a* i got off the bus. And 
when 1 spoke at Steve Foster's tes- 
timonial dinner last year, and start- 
ed my speech by saying ’1 don’t know 
whether Britton supporters will re- 
member me”, they saw the funny side. 

“What does get on my nerves is 
the way people throw the incident at 
me as if it encapsulates my whole ca- 
reer. They forget all the medals I won 
with Rangers and that 1 was top 


scorer for City from midfield. When 
Gareth Southgate got that wave of 
sympathy last summer, I thought to 
myself: ‘Where was collective re- 
sponsibility in '83'?“ 

Not (hat Smith is bitter or haunt- 
ed. He now works as a financial con- 
sultant for one of Glasgow’s leading 
accountancy firms, as well as being 
in demand as a match analyst for Sky 
Sports, BBC Radio Scotland and a 
national newspaper. It is just that 
wherever he goes... 


“People shout at me about the 
miss all the lime, when I'm getting 
out of taxis or going into a shop. It's 
like someone who's never met Ken 
Dodd saying to him: ‘What about 
that business with your tax bill?’ It’s 
unbelievably insensitive, because 
they can't know how I'm going to re- 
act It's a good job I can take it" 
His polite ripwste, which surpris- 
es many people, is to point out that 
he did, in fact score in the final from 
a fine header. “When we came off 


a goal up at half time, the word 
'Smith' was under Brighton's name 
on the scoreboard. I thought: ‘If we 
win 1-0, like underdogs often do, you 
could end up the hero here." 1 

Now it is as if his goal has been 
erased from the record. Smith is ac- 
customed to a reflex response when- 
ever his name is mentioned. “When 
I started in finance I heard one of 
my colleagues saying on the phone: 
‘We've got Gordon Smith working 
for us.' There was a pause and he 



‘When Gareth 


Southgate got 
that wave of 
sympathy last 


Gordon Smith is now a financial consultant in Glasgow and 
a TV and radio football analyst Photograph: David Ashdown 


summer, 
thought to 
myself: Where 
was collective 
responsibility 
in 1983?’ 


said: That’s right, the ex-footballer— 
yeah, that's the one, extra time.' I 
knew exactly what the guy on the oth- 
er end of the line had said!" 

On tour with City in Malaysia, 
Smith was sunbathing when he be- 
came aware of a Chinese boy mov- 
ing between the deck chairs. 
“Suddenly this kid was in front of me 
saying: Autograph?’ I signed bis book 
but no sooner had I sat back again 
when he said: ‘You Gordon Smith?' 
I opened one eye and I could see all 
the City lads thinking: ‘Imagine 
“Smudger” getting recognised.’ Then 
the boy said: ‘Hcrw you miss sitter in 
final?’ 

“Another time, when 1 was in a ho- 
tel with City, a bloke came over in 
the bar saying: ‘Gordon Smith? 
Didn't you score for Brighton at 
Wembley? 1 The boys burst out laugh- 
ing and be asked what the joke was. 
] told him that for some reason fd 
been expecting him to say something 
else. That was a first" 

People's recollections of the mo- 
ment have become distorted down 
the years. “It's gone from me miss- 
ing from 10 yards to two yards to 
point-blank range. I’ve said to guys: 
‘OK, what actually happened?’ They 
say: ‘You were a yard out and you 
scooped it over the bar." 1 

Some observers have pinpointed 
Smith's failure to score as the origin 
of Brighton’s present woes. “Absolute 
rubbish - we'd already been rele- 
gated anyway," he said. “What's 
happened a due to bad management 
not any bad finishing by me. Brighton 
sold off good players and replaced 
them on the cheap from the lower 
divisions, but it doesn't work like that 


“I find the current crisis unbe- 
lievable, and I can understand why 
the fans might see the Sudbury re- 
sult as the last straw. Brighton 
ground sharing at Portsmouth or 
Gillingham would be like Rangers 
moving to Edinburgh. But, if they 
could stabilise things, the potential s 
there to climb back up the League. 

I'd love to see it happen." 

Thai there may be a Smith on 
hand to help them is due entirely to 
the old man's brush with a South 
African keeper. Last summer. Smith 
Snr was invited down to the Gold- 
stone to be interviewed by Nick Han- 
cock for a video of sporting g 
bloomers. His son, aged three at the ^ 
time of the final went along tor the 
ride. 

Grant was asked if he wanted to 
pass the time by training with some 
trialists. When his father asked how 
it had gone, he shrugged and said: 

‘Oh, fine. 1 “I thought no more of it 
until I got a call two weeks later say- 
ing he did really well," Gordon 
Smith said. “He was invited back in 
the autumn. Then they asked him to 
sign." 

And Smith did score recently, 
from a long-distance shot against 
Wimbledon which he matier-of- 
factly compares with David Beck- 
ham's wonder goal against the 
grown-up Dons. One day, perhaps, 
the family will be able to enjoy his 
exploits on tape, instead of squirm- 
ing through the one featuring that 
fateftil afternoon at Wembley or the 
Nick Hancock version. 

There are no prizes, incidentally, 
for guessing what the latter ended up 
being called. 


Gough quick to fill his boots 


Cricket 


Darren Gough needed some 
minor treatment for blisters 
after bowling yesterday in new 
boots during England's first 
practice session in Harare - an 
energetic morning and after- 
noon work-out which took 
place without both Mike Ather- 
ton and Andy Caddick. 

The England captain, Ather- 
ton, and the fast bowler Caddick 
were both given a day off to help 
them recover properly from 
sore throats. Gough sees the 14- 
week winter tour of Zimbabwe 
and New Zealand as the wav 


back to the Test scene he last ex- 
perienced 16 months ago. “I 
want to prove on this tour that 
I can be the spearhead of Eng- 
land's bowling attack in the fu- 
ture," the 26-year-old Yorkshire 
paceman said. 

Two young county cricketers 
playing for clubs in Zimbabwe 
helped England out in a practice 
and 20-year-old left-arm spinner 
Manhew Rawnsley, the Birm- 
ingham-born Worcestershire 
player, had a moment to re- 
member. His very first delivery 
spun sharply to defeat AJec 
Stewart’s forward lunge and 
Jack Russell jubilantly whipped 
off the bails. 


Shortly afterwards, just before 
the England playeis broke off lo 
do a final fielding session, 
Rawnsley had Nick Knight 
caught at long-on by James Kin- 
ley. the promising Sussex fast 
bowler who was also enjoying his 
brief England involvement. 

Atherton is expecting results 
from England's pre-tour train- 
ing. “I have noticed in the past, 
and especially in my own crick- 
et, that we have been guilty of 
tailing off a little towards the 
end of a series or tour." he said. 

“This winter 1 do not want to 
see that and our aim is to be as 
fit, if not fitter, than any other 
team in the world." 


In Portugal on a week-long 
training trip in early November, 
the squad did not touch a bat 
and their only contact with a 
cricket bail came during field- 
ing and catching sessions in- 
terspersed with bard physical 
conditioning. 

England play two one-day 
games on Saturday and Sunday 
in Harare. The first of two 
four-day matches, against 
Mashonaland, will start next 
Tuesday. 

The England party will today 
welcome Graham Thorpe, who 
delayed his arrival because he 
wanted Lo spend longer with his 
wife and new-bom son. 


Hudson and Kirsten keep cool 


South Africa 339-2 v India 


Andrew Hudson and Gary 
Kirsten answered the call for 
greater discipline yesterday by 
scoring centuries on the open- 
ing day of the second Test 
against India in Calcutta. 

The South .African openers 
responded to Hansie Cronjc's 
demand for greater control 
from his batsmen after their 
poor showing in the first Test 
with a stand of 236 in 60.2 overs 
at Eden Gardens. 

It surpassed South Africa's 
previous best opening partner- 
ship of 155 against India, fea- 


turing Hudson and Kepler Wcs- 
scls, at Port Elizabeth in 1992-93. 

Hudson enjoyed some luck in 
the opening session when he 
twice edged Javagal Srinalh. 
who kept a good line and length 
on a placid pitch. 

Hudson's 146 - his fourth 
Test century - came off 244 balls 
and included 24 boundaries. He 
eventually fell when he edged 
the ball into his stumps as he 
tried to cut a delivery from 
Venkaiesh Prasad. 

Kirsten looked confident 
against both pace and spin, 
playing some exqubate cover dri- 
ves. He was dismissed in the first 
over after tea when he dragged 


a ball on to his stumps while 
aiming a cover drive at Srinath. 

India’s hopes of eating into the 
South African innings following 
the dismissal of the two openers 
were dashed by Hersehelle 
Gibbs and Daiyll Cullinan. Their 
third-wickel stand was worth 
63 at the close. Gibbs was un- 
beaten on 29 and Cullinan 34. 

In a surprise move. South 
Africa omitted Runic de Villiers 
from their team. He was re- 
placed by the debutant Lance 
Klusener. Do Villiers was the top 
scorer in the first Test which In- 
dia won by r>4 runs. A general 
strike in Calcutta, which paral- 
ysed the eastern city's transport 


system, did not prevent at least 
50,000 fans from reaching Eden 
Gardens. 

first far. S Alhca non mss 
SOUTH AFRICA - Rrrt tarings 

A C Hudscn b Prasatf _....W6 

G Kirsten b Snnath 102 

H H Gibbs not out 28 

D J Cult run not out .29 

Extras fb5 ID20 nb9i 2A 

Total (to 3) - - -339 

Fan 1-236 2-296 

To bat "W J Cnjnje, B M McMUan, L Wien- 
er. *D J Richardson. P L Symcox. A A Don- 
ald. P Adams 

Bowing Sr rah 26-4-80-1 <2nbi: Prasad 19- 
3-63-1 l5ntjj: Josm 12-1-48-0: Gangly 3- 
1-10-0: Kumnie 17-1-62-0: Hmranl 
14-2-51-0 |2nbl. 

INDIA: R S Drawl. IN R Manga. S Gan©iy, 
*S H Terdultiar. M Azhatuddn, v V S Unman. 
J Stirunti. A Humble. S Jostn, M V Prasad. N 
Drtiwara- 

Ihqdras V h Ramaswamy ilndl and B c 
Cooray (S Lankai. 


sports letter 


Noise prevention 

From: Mr T Lloyd 
Sin I was very pleased lo see 
Glenn Moore’s piece “You only 
sing when you're standing" (19 
November), but 1 think it is a lit- 
tle more complex than that. 

I support Charlton Athletic 
and went lo the Coca-Cola Cup 
replay at Anfield, in part to see 
the ground and hear the Kop. 
What Kop? They didn’t even 
sing when they were winning. 

I don't think it is so much 
about whether you sit but who 
the costs of seats has excluded. 
Whenever I have watched Charl- 
ton (home or away), the noise 
from both sets of supporters 
has always come from groups of 
young men. 

It is this group thaL have been 
particularly hit by unemploy- 
ment and access to the sums of 
money that following your team 
requires you to have. It is no co- 
incidence that the noise invari- 
ably comes from the cheapest 
pari of the ground, and some will 
do anything to be there. 

Yes, seats have impacted on 
atmosphere, and clubs should be 
thinking about how they can en- 
sure young people can fill those 
seats. As they will bring their 
voices and passion, they won’t 
need singing areas, just access 
through the turnstiles. 

Yours 

TREFOR LLOYD 
London SE15 

Letters should be marked “For publica- 
tion" and should contain daytime and 
evening phone numbers. They should be 
sent lo Sports Editor The Independent. 
1 Canada Square, London E14 5DL. They 
may be shortened for reasons of space. 


Minister urges schools 
to encourage boxing 


Sports politics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

The Minister for Sport, Iain 
Sproat, yesterday advocated 
the resurgence of boxing in 
schools. The minister empha- 
sised his belief that the sport was 
a good way of teaching young 
people discipline. 

“I would like to see some 
schools reintroducing basing" he 
said. “I am exuemely keen for the 
boxing authorities to come up 
with their ideas on the subject 
In truth, other members of the 
Government may not be as keen, 
but these are my views." 

Answering a query from Rod 
Robertson, the chairman of the 
Amateur Boxing Association. 
Sproat, who was opening the 
25th National Conference of 
Sport and Recreation in Mar- 
ket Boswortb. added: “There is 
a general election coming up, 
and you may not get another 
Minister of Sport wbo will be 
quite as keen to belp boxing. So 
take your opportunity." 

His advice is unlikely to go 
down well with the anti-boxing 
lobby, especially in the wake of 
the recent British Medical As- 
sociation campaign to highlight 
the vulnerability of the brain to 
percussive blows. It was unfor- 
tunate timing for such a comment 
given yesterday’s verdict by a 
Glasgow court of accidental 


death in the case of the boxer 
James Murray, who died of bead 
injuries after a fight last year. 

The minister gave his assur- 
ances that he would do all he 
could to resist sports such as box- 
ing and fis h ing being severely re- 
stricted in the way competitive 
shooting is about to be by the 
Bill currently going through the 
House of Commons. 

Sarah Cdoper, of the Nation- 
al Smallbore Rifle Association. 

Sixteen athletes returned sus- 
picious urine samples at the At- 
lanta Olympics, although only 
two were banned for doping. The 
suspensions were for steroid 
abuse, but the International 
Olympic Committee has re- 
vealed that another two cases 
were “discussed and aban- 
doned", seven cases involving the 
drogbromantan were rejected on 
“juridical grounds" and anoth- 
er five steroid cases were reject- 
ed because of technical doubts. 

asked whether the decision to 
ban the use of all but XL calibre 
weapons would jeopardise the 
position of Manchester in host- 
ing the 2004 Commonwealth 
Games, given that they were con- 
tracted to holding shooting 
events. “Wfe will have to wait and 
see what Parliament finally de- 
cides," Sproat responded. 

In response to figures released 
yesterday which show a 10 per 


cent drop in combined Treasury 
funding for the English and UK 
Sports Councils over the next 111 
years (£49 2m in 95-96. £44.4 m 
projected in 1999-2000). Sproat 
said there had been a “cash 
freeze", and funding levels would 
decrease through inflation. 

The increase in television 
money into sport, he implied, 
was a big factor in convincing 
the Treasury that funding need 
not keep up with inflation. 

Roger Black welcomed ihe 
current planning for a British 
Academy of Sport, which has at- 
tracted applications from 2h lo- 
cations this month. “Let’s give 
Britain a focus for sport," he said. 
“Ir’s something we've never had." 

He described how his career 
would not have continued had he 
not sought specialist help in 
France, Italy and Australia. “I did 
it despite the system. It was risky, 
but I made iL Most top British 
athletes are exceptions to the 
rules. But I don’t think we can af- 
ford to take the risks any more." 

Qms Brasher, founder of the 
London Marathon, criticised (he 
role the Tory government had 
played in damaging sport during 
Mrs Thatcher's terra as Prime 
Minister. “There were eight dif- 
ferent Sports Ministers,” he said. 
"Manchester City have had eight 
different managers in 10 years. 
And look where they are now." 

Boxer's death accidental, 
page 25 


Style and imagination are not entirely lost on sports watchers 


The most encouraging thing about 
Jonathan Davies' recall to the Welsh 
team against Australia in Cardiff on 
Sunday was that it led immediate- 
ly to a run on the box office. As re- 
ported yesterday by my colleague. 
Robert Coic. no sooner had the news 
been broadcast than queues began 
forming. 

What this tells us, I like to think, 
is that style and imagination are not 
entirely” lost on a generation of 

r rts watchers who seldom these 
s fail to convey the impression 
that victory by arty legitimate means 
is all that matters. 

Of course, Davies is a special case, 

his feats, both in rugby union and 
rugby league, representing fully the 
glorious tradition of Wfelsh stand-offs 


that embraces such virtuosos as 
Bony John, Oiff Morgan, Phil Ben- 
nett. Billy Geaver and Cliff Jones. 
A trv against Scotland in 1988 when 
Davies burrowed through after kick- 
ing ahead and a marvellous effort 
for Great Britain against Australia 
at Wembley two years ago was the 
stuff of pure genius. 

The memory of those efforts, and 
many others, alone would have 
been enough to quicken interest in 
Saturday's proceedings (a full house 
of 53.nofi is now expected) once 
Davies, 34, was selected. Bui in the 
enthusiasm for his recall you sense 
more than nostalgia. Since Davies’ 
return to rugby union with Cardiff, 
and especially this season, the Welsh 
public have been aware of a more 


rounded footballer than the one who 
turned professional with Widnes in 
1989 after winning 27 caps; less 
extravagant, stronger, disciplined by 
the rigours of league. A better team 
player. 

writing in the Tunes recently, 
Gerald Davies not only argued a 
case for his namesake's inclusion but 
making him captain. I had not spo- 
ken to the great Welsh wing about 
this hut guessed that whai he had in 
mind was a return to old values. 

This, I suspect, is what ray com- 
patriots generally have read into 
Jonathan Davies' selection. Ear a 
long time now it has been a great 
question whether Wslshrugty would 
ever benefit from what a coach 
once referred to as “creative com- 



KEN JONES 


promise" (as a sporting term this 
means as much to me as “environ- 
mental awareness"), if it could ever 
provide the magic past Welsh 
generations saw as a birthright 


There is another large question, 
and it has to do with the increasing 
number of extremely large players. 
It is whether a country as s mall as 
Whies can ever again be a force in 
rugby? 

The fashion today is to be dis- 
paraging of players in every game 
who performed m what people con- 
descendingly refer to as a simpler 
time. You only have to ponder this 
for an instant to infer what it implies 
about Welsh rugby: a great history 
but not much of a future. 

Weary students of this are always 
going back to where they think the 
rot set in. Some believe that it be- 
gan with the rejection of Carwyn 
James, others cite the demise of 
heavy industry. 


In his autobiography. Beyond the 
fields of play, published a short 
while ago, Cliff Morgan recalls Cliff 
Jones saying, “Why the Rhondda 
[Valley] produced players who could 
side-step and weave was that once 
you went out of your front door you 
were on the main road. You were 
watching you didn't get knocked 
down by a passing bus. Then off the 
main road you were on the railway 
line with trains shunting coal, which 
meant that you had to have your wits 
about you there... so aD your life you 
had to develop this nervous aware- 
ness of what was going on around 
you. And that’s what produces sharp 
outside-halves.’’ 

WeU, however that may have 
been, the supply line dried up after 


Davies. Neil Jenkins has become the 
record points scorer but without ever 
suggesting he possesses qualities that 
made predecessors in the No 10 
jersey exceptional. 

Not that Davies' inclusion has met 
with universal approval in the 
Principality. Maintaining a deep- 
rooted prejudice against runny 
league, many find it deplorable. Thev 
are not worth bothering about. ' 

On Monday, there is a memori- 
al service at St Brides in London for 
the former Wales and- Lions wine 
forward, Clem Thomas, who wrote 
for the Observer and the 
Independent on Sundav. He would 
have greeted Davies' recall with a 
smile on his face and a sone in his 
heart 
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Rugby Union .jg : ity about what went nri thar np. 

CHRIS HEWETT set me. We've come a long way 

• "S T " v ^ *' ere and I feel we should 

Tn,-.. ■ „ . , “ ave * 3eeo treated with more re- 

IS,!f^^ Uch v ado J. os '. s P ecL rd be terribly sad if this 
rounding this weekend’s show- sort of thing ever hatroened to 
mere between Eiqjlaiid and the a side vising 
New Zealand Barbarians that it Jonah Lomn'c 

! eft 3Si ^aSSTfSd 

l ^ ^ k&kz. keep John Sleightholrae, his di- 
WUh both coaches getting their reel opponent, mUefarthe neat 
excuses in early, it would be eas- couple of nightc but the New 
ier to assess the thought process- Zealander believes that the form 
es or Kenneth Clarke than either horse will be inhabiting the op- 
jaotKoweU or John Hart poshe flank. Joeh' Vidiri, a Fpan 

Yesterday, Hart named a Bar- who qualifies for'Estn^y as an 
oanan side of truly outstanding All Black a year from now, isnej- 
1 ta ^V ?f 328 New therasMnorasheavyaslnw»I- 
^eamml caps tells its own story league, but. is repoted to be 
- be Jo re a Ue mp ting to explain everv bit as destructive. ■ 
why cngiand are anything but ^odi has made sconnnitir^ 

Ihe underdogs they paint them- to New y^kwvtn whvandweVe 
selves to be. “This is not a Test,'’ made him by 

x repeated time and time again bringing said 

yMe siUing next to the All Haitof the 22 -year^L Auck- 
3Iack captain, Sean Fitzpatrick, lander, who slkmem^teSuper- 
vho cannot play a game of 12 provincial series lastjanmner. 
have-halfpenny without buret- “He has a lot to tearidfet he has 
ng every vein in his body. a great deal of japcSwe power 
T see this occasion as being and I cersafsiy as a 

bout using the ball, playing rug- prospective 

y as it should be played and be leaving GuuPifii one of 
asking it so exciting that those our very bat ptoytts. on the 
/ho watch will want to come bench if I didn’t think that.” 
ack next week," said Hart, all With four of the All Blacks’ 

miles and witty asides. “Wd first-choice tigtiffivtian display, 
ke to think that England will along with their preferred half- 
nter into the spirit” Given that back pairing of Justin Marshall 
toweD. his counterpart con- and An drewhfefertens, England 
iders this particular match to be must look elsewhere for salva- 
ji gland's most difficult of the tion. It is hard to find, even in 
sason, someone is operating an unf amiliar -hack row where 
nder a serious misconception, newcomers Andrew Blowers 
It was not all smiles y ester- and Taine Randell partner the . 
ay, however. Once Hart great Michael Jones. 1 

inched on the subject of Eng- After all the brinkmanship, it 

sh rugby politics - the politics was left to Fitzpatrick to bring 
lat denied his side a compet- some pure, undiluted honesty to 
ive work-out against the North the build-up. T feh pretty re- 
t Huddersfield last weekend - taxed about thing* when I arrived 
e became very serious indeed, here last week, but as the game 
“Our rugby ethos in New gets closer, the intensity grows,” I 
ealand is not based on mon- he said. "It won’t be too hard to r 
f but on the jerseys that we get motivated for this one." t 
ear," he said. ‘The dispute that Oh dear. i 


nolly turned out to be the referee. 
With both coaches getting their 
excuses in eariy, it wioJd be eas- 
ier to assess the thoi^ht process- 
es of Kenneth Parke than either 
_ . Jack Rowell or John Hart 

Yesterday. Hart named a Bar- 
barian s , de of truly outstanding 
quatoy - a tally of 328 N^w 
Zeaknd caps tells its own story 
-before attempting to explain 
why England are anything but 
the underdogs they paint them- 
selves to be. “This is not a Test,” 
he repeated time and time again 
while silting next to the Ail 
Black captain, Sean Fitzpatrick, 
who cannot play a game of 
shove-halfpenny without burst- 
ing every vein in his body. 

"I see this occasion as being 
about using the ball, playing rug- 
by as it should be played and 
making it so exciting that those 
who watch will want to come 
back next week," said Hart, all 
smiles and witty asides. u 'We’d 
S like to think that England will 
enter into the spirit” Given Lhat 
i Rowell, his counterpart con- 
siders this particular match to be 
England's most difficult of the 
season, someone is operating 
under a serious misconception. 

It was not all smiles yester- 
day, however. Once Hart 
touched on the subject of Eng- 
lish rugby politics - tbe politics 
that denied his side a compet- 
itive work-out against the North 
at Hudderefield last weekend - 
he became very serious indeed. 

"■ “Our rugby ethos in New 
. Zealand is not based on mon- 
ey but on the jerseys that we 
wear," he said. ‘Tbe dilute that 
■ is going on in England at the 
moment saddens me because it 
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The Bght blues of Cambrid^ University stn^^ to oontam a powerful Micky SteeJe-Bodger's XV, led by Rob Andrew, at Grange Road yesterday Photograph: Robert Hallam 

Andrew makes triumphant return to university 
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ls not about jerseys but about . 
power. Ins a caocerio the game. 

We were put m a very em- . [akcmmi). MJc wMi/hicttraa.Titow eo»- 
barras^ng pc&tiou l^Sunday ' 
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Rob Andrew produced an im- 
maculate display on his return 
to Grange Road yesterday to 
inspire Micky Steele-Bodgers 
invitation side to a thrilling 
eight tries to five 54-38 victory 
over Cambridge University. 

Andrew, who first made his 
rugby name as an undergradu- 
ate at Cambridge, missed his 
first.oaoversion from in front af 


the posts but aStd^r^af he 
kicked everything, j^^^ting 
the next seven tries anS|iSf^ 
ing his talented barirefine at. 
every opportunity. . 

But a Cambridge side in the 
final gages of tfaei rp ief a i ati aps 


running from the visiting side. 

Charlie Simpson scored the 
first try agamst his old univer- 
sity and Tom Whitford, anoth- 
er Old Blue, touched down 
twice but fora tune it was the 
students who earned the plau- 


student opponents. Andrew 
was able to run the show as his 
ride pulled steadily ahead. But 
the university were defiant to 
the end, scoring their last try in 
the final minute. 

South Africa are eager to play 


feat in the waterlogged 1995 
World Cup semi-final in Dur- 
ban. 

“This victory has an enor- 
mous psychological signifi- 
cance," the assistant coach, 
Nick Mallet, said after Tuesday 


"There is a real osmosis be- 
tween the team that played to- 
day and lhat which will play in 
the Test. Tonight’s demonstra- 
tion is a message transmitted by 
one to the other." 

South Africa badh- needed to 


fa r the \ferszty match gave them i ; dits .they piled on the pres- 
a run for their moi$ejr, Jhey igj, - su^ particulariy in the first halt 
24-12 at half-time befwM«mg^ i7 *ffittonce the big invitation 
submerged by some superlative, forwards had worn down their 


Saturday’s first Tbst against night’s 36-20 win by the Spring- win on Tuesday after their first 
France in Bordeaux when they boks reserve ride over a French tour defeat, a 30-22 reverse 
hope to snuff out French designs regional XV had put South against the French Barbarians 
of revenge after their close de- Africa back on a winning tack, in Brive on Saturday. 


Moseley’s dividend Parrott’s patchy performance England’s decline and fall 
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The Second Division dub 
Moseley have offered compen- 
sation to the four players they 
withdrew from the Midlands 
squad last week::. • 

’ ■ Moseley told Nathan Web- 
ber, Stuart McKinnon, Dan 
Harris and Dean Ball not to play 
far the dharional ride on in- 
structions from Epruc, the pro- 
fessional clubs' body. 

The dedsioo denied tire play- 
ers the chance to play repre- 
sentative rugby, as well as 
costing them a £750 match fee, 
introduced for tbe first time this 
season by the Midlands. 

Moseley have now agreed to 
pay an undisclosed sum to the 
players to help compensate 
them for lost earnings. The 
chairman, Peter. Veftch, said: 
“We feh that this was an ap- 
propriate gesture." . 


Western Counties have made 
seven changes for tonight’s 
game agamst ; Queensland at 
Newbury. Andy Maunder, the 
Exeter scrum-half, returns to 
lead the ride after missing the 
25-17 defeat by Argentina lari 
Sunday and is joined by Andy 
Part on, Danny Barrett, Keith: 
Brooking, Mark \htcher and 
the back row pair Adrian Knox 
and Craig Davies. 

The Welsh Rugby Union ex- 
pects to reap gate receipts of 
£lm from the international 
against Australia. The WRITS 
Cardiff ticket office has been un- 
der aege since Jonathan Davies 
was recalled to the' national 
side on Tuesday. Around 38*000 
tickets have been sold and offi- 
cials expect between 45,000 and 
50.000 people in (he National 
Stadium cm Sunday. 


Snooker 


John Farrotfs ninth United 
Kingdom championship quar- 
ter-final still has a long way to 
run on the evidence of yester- 
day’s opening session against a 
determined Alan McManus at 
Preston’s Guild Hall. : 

The former title holder and 
his Scottish rival divided the first 
eight frames with neither play- 
er managing to get more than 
one frame ahead in a three-bour 
session. It was hardly gripping 
stuff but with so much at stake 
this was understandable. 

Both players have failed to 
qualify for the last 16 of the Ger- 
man Open, to be staged in Os- 
nabmek next month, and will be 


out of action for more than a 
. mo nth once their interest in the 
current championship con- 
cludes. 

En addition there is the small 
matter of prize-money with an 
£8,000 difference between win- 
ning and losing. 

Parrott, the world No 4, be- 
gan as a sligbt favourite and be 
laboured for 39 minutes to 
take the first frame by potting 
blue and pink. Tbe second was 
not much shorter in duration 
with McManus levelling after 
sinking the blue to bring to an 
end lo Parrott’s search for 
snookers. 

Paixott’s break of 64 and 
one of 42 from tbe world No 6 
sent the players to a mid-session 
interval deadlocked at 2-2 


When the match resumed 
Parrott should have won the 
fifth frame but lost it on the 
black after McManus needed 
and obtained a snooker. 

McManus should then have 
built on his 3-2 cushion, but 
missed a red when going 61-1 
dear and Parrott stepped m with 
71 to make it 3-3. 

The seventh was another 
scrappy encounter decided by 
Parrott’s run of 38 with Mc- 
Manus finally finding some 
fluency with W the highest by 
either player in the session to 
make it 4-4 with all to play for 
in this afternoon’s final session 
of nine frames. 

UKCHAMPKINBNF Qsttfer«naJ 
Mans (San level mHi j Panm (Ertf A -a iretwrw 
BWayi; K Doherty (M) v A Rob<Hu» iCanl; S Hendry | 
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Basketball 

RICHARD TAYLOR 

Estonia 

England 


England's woeful slide down the 
European rankings continued 
last night in Thlinn where they 
lost to Estonia for their sixth de- 
feat out of seven games in their 
European championship qual- 
ifying group. 

Qualification for next year's 
finals has been beyond England 
since last season's opening 
round of fixtures and with two 
of their last three games against 
Germany and Russia, their oniy 
hope now is to avoid the wood- 
en spoon with a second victoiy 


over the Portugese in January. 

England, denied any worth- 
while programme or funding to 
pay their players even a meagre 
expenses allowance, were far- 
ther undone in Estonia by the 
absence of two key players. 

Karl Brown, the London 
Towers' plavmaker, was left be- 
hind to rest an ankle injury while 
the 6ft lOin Spencer Dunklcv re- 
mained in France lo begin lit- 
igation against French club 
Limoges who have cut him 
from their line up 

Against the Estonians Eng- 
land doggedly stared in touch 
for the first eight minutes and 
were level at 15-15. Bui the su- 
perior shooting, strength and re- 
bounding, not to mention 
preparation of their opponents 


soon bore fruit. Aivur Kuusmaa 
included a clutch of three- 
pointers in his 24 points, ably 
supported by IS from Rauno 
Pehka and 17 from the splen- 
didly named Tit Sokk. 

The bulk of England's points 
came from their inside players. 
John Amaechi. who plays for 
Greek club Panathinaikos, 
scored 20 points with 14 from 
Sheffield’s Roger Huggins and 13 
from London’s Neville Austin. 

England trailed 53-44 at half- 
time and steadily fell further be- 
hind after the break as the 
Estonians capitalised on the 
lack of England's outside scor- 
ing threat. Steve Bucknall was 
held to single figures and the 
four guards managed a total of 
only 15 points between them. 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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Imola track 
chief pleads 
his innocence 

Motor racing 

Ffederico Bendiriejli, the Imola 
track chief who ' could face "tri- 
al with Frank W illiams apd 
r four others over the death ttf 
Ayrton Senna, said yesterday he 
had expected to be indicted owsr 
the 1994 tragedy: 

Bendinelh, managing direc- 
tor of the SAGIS group which 
runs the track, was respontimg 
to reports that an Itahanpros- 1 
editor had obtained leave to in-; ' 
diet him and five other people 
on charges of manslaughter. 

: Tam not worried because I 
know I am innocent-" Gazzetta 
deBo Sport newspaper quoted 
BendineUi as saying in London, 
where he attended a Formula 
One meeting: ‘■Everything was 
m order on the unfortunate day 
: that Senna died. It was a 
■ tragedy for Formula One but 
Imola just doesn’t enter into it" 
The Italian news agency 
. ANSA .^reported that the 
}■ Bolog na jrosecutor. Maurizio 
L Pasrarinr was noised to eharee 






Palmer and Smith missirtg 


Great Britain will be without 
their two Olympic medallists, 
Paul Pahner and GracmeSmith, 
at next month’s inaugural Eu- 
ropean Short-Course Champ- 
ionships in Rostock, Germany. 

Palmer, the silver medalEst m 
the 400ra freestyle in Atlanta, 
and Smith, the 1500m freestyle 
bronze medallist, are both con- 


centrating on preparing . for 
next year’s 'World Cop arcuii, 
which starts in Hong Kong in 
January. 

Hie 12-strong squad is bead- 
ed by Mark Fhster, the world 
50m . butterfly short-course 
record bolder, mid Neil Willey, 
who 12 months ago won silver 
in the 100m backstroke at the 
last Short-Course Champion- 
ships, in Brazil 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 
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Faldo ready 
for $lm 
challenge 


Nick Faldo, the US Masters 
champion, will be among 12 of 
the world's best golfers teeing 
off today in the crater of an ex- 
tinct South African volcano, 
chasing a £666,000 fast prize. 

The annual Mill i nn Dollar 

Challenge on tbe Gary Player 
Country Chib course in Sun Qty : 
has all four major winners of 
1996 competing Faldo, the US 
Open champion, Steve Jones, 
Tom Lehman, the Open charts 
pi on, and the American PGA 
champion, Mark Brooks. Col- 
in Montgomerie, who headed 
this year’s European Order of 
Merit, and lan Woosnam will 
also be competing. 

South Africa's Ernie Els is the 
favourite for tbe title, but even 
the last-placed golfer will pick 
up more than £66,000. 

The course borders a game 
park and stretches to 7,700 
yards off the back markers. Tt 
certainly is pretty demanding 
out there,” said Lehman, the 
American who has earned 
SI. 7m in prize-money this year, 
more than any other player in 
world golf. 

Victories in the Open, the 
four Championship and the 
Grand Slam of Golf have seen 
Le forem move up to No 2 in the 
world and another win at Sun 
Qty would put him tantahsingfy 
dose to the No 1 position held 
by Greg Norman. 


Basketball 

Bemie Bieterstaff has stepped down as 
head coach of the Denver Nugsets and 
handed over the reins to tong- time NBA 
coach Dick Motta. Bieterstaff. who is 
In his seventh year with the Nuggets' 
orsprvsatton. win remain team president 
and also assume the title of general 
manager. 

rffiA: Sacramento 96 Toronro 67: Attaraa 101 
Vancouver 8& Charlotte 97 Sense 89; La 
Latere 10G PMdctaHa 88; Houston 102 Put- 
land 101 (ou; Dates 105 San Antonio 101; 
Denver 137 Pnoenix 108: Mtetnl 107 Gold- 
en Stale 88. 
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Cricket 

The Pakistan test bowler waqar\burts 
faces a fitness test today before the sec- 
ond Test against New Zealand in 
Rawalpindi. Pakistan, who lost the first 
Test by 44 runs, are also likely to play 
seamer Mohammad ZaWd on a pitch 
expected to fevourthe pace bowlers. 
New Zealand have named an un- 
changed side ter the match. 

Alan Wells has said that he may Stay 
at Hone despite bdnegamed his wish 
to be released from he contract after 
being re pieced as captain by Peter 
Moores. Although Wells admits to be- 
ing tempted by a “vety attractive'* of- 


fer horn Kent and is expecting anoth- 
er from Gloucestershire, the 35-year- 
old termer England batsman said: *1 
com be persuaded to stay If there s 
a long-term plan that mght involve me 

in the future.* 

Engand Under-IBs produced a fine team 
performance to defeat their Islamabad 
counterparts by 30 runs and maintain 
a winning start to their tour of Rakstan. 
Northamptonshire's David Sales, who 
earlier this year scored an unbeaten 210 
cn Ns county debut, top-scored tor Eng- 
land with 63 that Included nine fours 
and a six. 

TDUt MATCH (Haowbad, tak; ana datf: Eng- 
land Under-lffs 134 C38.2 own; 0 Sales 63c 
btatrabad Under- 19*9 104 hr 91-10 aersj. Bre- 
land won by X) runs. 

Football 

Sudbury Town's FA Cup second round 
He aramst Brentford on 7 December will 
be played at Colchester United on po- 
lice advice. 

Blackburn's striker Graham Fenton 
looks set for another spell on the stee- 
lines after suffering a recurrence of a 
hamstring problem in Tuesday's 3-1 re- 
serve team win over Sheffield Wednes- 
day and win now mss Saturday's home 
game with Southampton. 

The former England gpalkeeper Peter 
Shilton is mowng from west Ham in Ley- 
ton Orient. The 47-year-old, who won 
a record 125 England caps, wiU make 
Orient his 12th club when Les Sealey 
returns to Upton Park. Shdton, whose 

last league game was for Bolton to 

last year, is only four short of 1.000 
League appearances in his career. 
Germany's coach, Berti Vogts, has 
brought three key Euro 96 players back 
into his squad after injury for next 
month's World Cup qualifier against Por- 
tugal. Matthias Sammer, Thomas 
Helmer and Christian 2ege, who all 
missed the 1-1 drew at home to 
Northern Ireland earfcr tins month, were 
named in a prwtaonal 29 -man squad. 
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Bnrneru.Da(tataais:BaMwl,Haknv(MhB^- 
«nj. Kofttar. RtaMr. Somner taa Buusia Don. 
murafl, P i iM ta ck (Bonissa MOnchargnttapn. 
wanM(Bt^ie»*itaMn).«IMli«M»»»: B—tar. 
Zta0B, Sbunz lal Bayam). Bods, Eltt Am 
Mgifler Brnmam. Rnh. tent tooci Kartsniiel. 
Kapar (VB Stun^n). Koetsch tHamtug. 
Metier, Heinrich (Utah Dortmund). Wou 
iBochuni. P u ie nte: BtathrfT (Uenau). Ba&k 
{Vflj seinen. HenOcri (CCrDrxnfl). KkKnn (In- 
eitusen). KSnsoim, ZJeUor (noth Beyenv. 
AOTO tAHNOSCREEN SHIELD FMum mange: 
Ste f Dec Hmbri v Mllnl Ifran Tub 10 Dec). 


Ice hockey 

IK Boston 2 PhlKKfcna 0; Panda - Buft> 
to A Teens 3 Vtnaue i Mr Rmgore 3 Prwnx 
1: Edmonum 10 CaJ&vy L 
EASTERN COWEHENCE 
NORTHEAST DMSION 
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Ha tfu l' ll 10 0 4 60 60 24 

MOetipel. 10 11 3 BP 89 23 

BuOMo 10 10 1 62 67 =1 
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—6 a 6 55 60 IS 
7 13 1 65 81 U 
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Powerboating 

WORLD CLASS 0 CHAMMON&HP IQuS of 

Ontan) taadaig Handlngt after two rounds 

1 S ai Taps i Duel 600m. 2 R tons iFm> 47 1, 
3 K Kano (Duoi 400; 4 SneMi AI Fateh >.hu»i 
338: 5«= L Toon flit 225. M Darai iit< 235: 7 C 
Bumetl tCff-222. 

Rugby Union 

CUIB MATCHES: Carnttnogp Dnv38SteCta- 
Bodpus XV 54. Postponed: togtv v FW Pns- 
ors (to be played Tuesday 2b Nov, 6.0pm). 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

PONITNS LEAGUE Premier Ovision; 
Noomfiham Ftorest v Bacon (7.0). Second 
DMston: Manchester dry v fork (7.0) fat 

Wtttwi Atofon). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMATION First 
Division: Arsenal v West Ham (2.0). 

Rugby Union 

COUNOES OF OfSON SERES: Western 
Cannes v Queensland (730) (a Neubuyi. 

Other sports 

SNOOKER; UK Champonsftp (Preetonl. 


Swimming 

GREAT BflflAIN TEAM (European Short- 

Cmsso Championships, (tostodt, Gamtamt 

13-15 Decendwr): Men: A Clayton iCirv 
of Leeds). M Foster i Lincoln Pentaouai. S 
Hantfley iCity of Bnstol), N Wiley iBomet 
Coprhani. I Wilson iCtrv ol Leedsi, RMaden 
(Rochflaie AquaUearsi 
Women: S Gaffings iCny or BratnonJ!, 1 
Deakins iCity ofCouentiyi, H Don-Dtmcan 
lArhton Central i. J Kins (Wjttnam Fcresu. 
S Rotph (Cry of Newcastle). H Slatter (Cm 
of Coventry). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

$165m 


The amount <£100m) that 
the Texas businessman John 
Spano has paid for a 90 per 
cent stake in the New \brk 
islanders ice hockey team. 
Spano, a native of the KgAp- 
pie, heads an aircraft and 
heavy equipment company in 
Dallas. 
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B And Smith must score 

The Wembley miss that 
became a myth, page 26 


Ericsson move 

anticipated by 
Blackburn 


Football 

ALAN NiXON 
AND NICK DUXBURY 


Sven Goran Ericsson yesterday 
took to the airwaves to deny that 
he was about to become the new 
manager of Blackburn Rovers, 
who nevertheless fully expect 
him to be striding through the 
door at Ewood Park within the 
next fortnight. 

“Nobody from Blackburn 
has been here to talk to me or 
the club," the Sampdoria coach 
said on Radio 5 Live. “I am not 
going anywhere. I am happy 
here so far. We are doing well 
in the league and there is no rea- 
son why I should leave before 
half the league is gone." 

However, Ericsson is under- 
stood to have told Sampdoria 
that he wants to be released ear- 
ly from of his contract in order 
to join the Premiership club on 
a salary of £500,000 a year. 

Blackburn, who have the 
means to pay considerable 


compensation, have stayed qui- 
et while Ericsson has been dis- 
cussing his future with the 
Genoa club. 

Robert Coar, the Rovers 
chairman, said: “We will not be 
drawn into talking about spec- 
ulation and rumour. Our stance 
on the issue is unchanged and 
the managerial situation re- 
mains ongoing.*’ 

The caretaker manager Tony 
Parkes remained philosophi- 
cal “We keep hearing and read- 
ing about all sorts of people but 
it's water off a duck's back 
now’," he said. “All we can do is 
carry on preparing the players 
for the next game and that is ex- 
actly what we intend to do." 

Phil Neal will know his Man- 
chester City future today after 
issuing what amounted to be a 
ultimatum, claiming that his 
long-term prospects at the First 
Division club had been shroud- 
ed in doubL 

Neal took over from Steve 
Coppell as manager after his 
former England team-mate quit 


Scotland to face 
Estonia in Monaco 


Scotland were told yesterday 
that they must to travel to 
Monaco on Tuesday 1 1 Rbru- 
ary to replay their abandoned 
World Cup qualifier agains t Es- 
tonia, writes Rupert Metcalf. 

The original fixture, in Tall- 
inn on 9 October, was called off 
after just three seconds. The Es- 
tonian team failed to turn up 
when Fife, world football's gov- 
erning body, demanded a day- 
light kick-off following Scottish 
protests about the floodlights. 

After Fria had ordered a re- 
match, Estonia offered Cyprus 
and Azertagan as alternative 
venues, but Scotland rejected 
both suggestions, forcing Fifa's 
World Cup committee to make 
yesterday's decision. 

AimrLeppanen, the secretary 
of Estonia's Football Assoc- 
iation, sai± “We like Cyprus 
more because it is not so ex- 
pensive for us and more suitable, 
but Fifa's decision is final, so 
there fe nothing we txm da There 
are problems for us. but we can 


solve them, while for the SFA it 
is easier because Fifa will be pay- 
ing their costs." David Findlay, 
of the Scottish Football Associ- 
ation, said: “I am happy for the 
fans. It’s well within the travelling 
time that we had envisaged." 

Northern Ireland should hear 
today if their World Cup qual- 
ifier at home to Albania on 14 
December is to be postponed. 
Yesterday Fifa suspended the 
Albanians from the tournament 
“until further notice". 

Fifa acted after Albania’s 
ministry of education and sport 
suspended the general secretary 
of the national football federa- 
tion, Eduard Dervishi, and dis- 
solved its executive committee. 

Keith Cooper, a Fife spokes- 
man, said the suspension has 
been enforced to protect the na- 
tional federation “in the face of 
political interference". If the 
conflict with the Albanian gov- 
ernment is not resolved prompt- 
ly. Fifa will rearrange the game 
in Belfast for a later date. 


Player hurt in shotgun accident 


Gillingham revealed yesterday 
that the reason Matt Bryant was 
missing from their Coca-Cola 
Cup side for the defeat at Ip- 
swich on Tuesday was that the 
player had been shot in the leg. 

Tony Pulis, the Gillingham 
manager, initially said Bryant 
had trussed the game because of 
a stomach upset, but the 26- 
year-old had actually been in- 
volved in a shooting accident. 


“Matt was hurt on Sunday 
near his Bristol home, but we 
wanted to keep the news under 
wraps until after the Ipswich 
tie," Pulis said. “He is a lover 
of field sports and was out with 
family and friends when a gun 
accidentally went off and pep- 
pered a leg with shot. He was 
rushed to Bristol Infirmary with 
more than 40 pellets embedded 
in his leg. 


“He underwent surgery and 
we gather he has now been al- 
lowed home, but I have no idea 
when he'D play again. The main 
thing is that he is alive." 

Bryant is added to the injury 
list alongside his defensive part- 
ner Glen Thomas, who recent- 
ly needed surgery to save an eye 
after he stumbled into a tree 
during a training session and 
was hit in the face by a branch. 
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ACROSS 

1 Leare Gty in grip or depres- 
sor) f6) 

4 Confer with master, short 
solemn figure (6) 

9 Excellent follows, brainy and 
easygoing (8) 

10 Expert repaired radio on rimq 

uifourt proceedings {4.33,5) 

13 Analyse party members on 


14 Caught birds with hooded 
headpieces (5) 

16 Stvle of robe on the Queen is 
more than pretty (5) 

18 Like a mixer treating soil with 
day (8) 

2011k music of •‘Cats"? m,4) 

23 Mellow note within rg) 

24 Joined HM cracking a bottle 

25 SobeT? With Kentish fruit? (6) 

26 Vouch for a vet, vocally (6) 


DOWN 

1 Set out board with meat dish 

(9) 

2 Carbon gels in levels] {7) 

3 How like a hawk (12) 

5 Measure (hall about) in local 

fl) 

6 Hawk’s grabbed river fish (5) 

7 Shrews m first of wild prickles 

S Report name in case (4) 

11 Get one's lines crossed? (12) 

15 Clumaly, two baulk a VIP's 
informal stroll (9) 

16 Sword sliced and shortened 
rope (7) 

17 Income, including mean duds 

(7) 

19 Mostly metallic rococo, un- 
surpassed (3-4} 

21 A hundred on free beer (5) 

22 Gin has name fmgribed m 
belt (4) 
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VferiesThero returns 

Jonathan Davies makes his 
international comeback. page 





after just 33 days in charge last 
month due to stress-related 
problems, with the City chair- 
man, Francis Lee, insisting that 
Neal would be in control for the 
forseeable future. 

Rumours that Grv have been 
lining up the former Leeds 
manager Howard Wilkinson 
have made Neal feel that his po- 
sition has been undermined. 

“I am not unhappy. It's just 
something I have commented 
on." he said. “I am doing ray 
best for Manchester City ana 
the dub's fans. 1 am working 
hard to put a smile on every- 
one's face and I want to walk 
away after the game having 
won." 

Lee. who has described talk 
of Wilkinson arriving at the 
helm as “pure speculation", 
said: “If there is anything to talk 
about we'll talk about it to- 
morrow." 

Neal has still not signed a 
contract, despite being offered 
a deal to cover his agreement 
with Cardiff that still had more 
than two vears to run. 

Lee will be anxious not to be 
left in the lurch again fo Cowing 
embarrassing snubs by George 
Graham and Dave Bassett fol- 
lowing Alan Ball’s earty-season 
resignation and the departure 
of CoppelL 

He is trying to put together 
a lucrative investment packag- 
to the tune of £12m and told the 
fans on Monday night that he 
is close to sealing the deal. 

The Aston Vma central de- 
fender Gareth Southgate could 
be out until the New Year with 
the ankle ntfury he suffered in 
Tuesday's Coca-Cola Cup de- 
feat at Wimbledon. 

The England player will be 
out of action for “a minimum 
of four weeks" after another 
knock to the ankle he initially 
damaged while on World Cup 
duty against Poland at Wemb- 
ley early last month. 

Stuart Slater has decided to 
sign for \%tford, of the Second 
Division, on a free transfer af- , 
ter rejecting a con tract with Lei- ; 
cester City. 

The former £1 3m Celtic and 
West Ham midfielder was of- 
fered a short-term deal to stay 
until the end of the season, but 
Watford's two-and-a-haif year 
contract proved more tempting. 





Chris SDverwood, the Yorkshire fast bowleg practises under the watchful eye of David Llloyd, the England coach, during the touring 
training session in Zimbabwe yesterday: The first game of the tour takes place on Saturday Photograph: Clive MasoV 


Ray of hope for Hick 



Cricket 


Graeme Hick was yesterday 
backed to make the former 
England chairman of selectors 
Ray Illingworth eat his words by 
returning to the international 
fold next summer and showing 
bis true worth against Australia. 

Hick has been left out of the 
winter party for the tours of 
Zimbabwe and New Zealand af- 
ter a disappointing time last 
summer against India and Pak- 
istan and then with Worcester- 
shire, before a late end- 
of-season flourish. 

It prompted Illingworth to 
launch a stinging attack on 
Hick, who has scored 90 first- 
class centuries, saying that he is 
“not as great a player as his 
record suggests” and claimed 
that “throughout his life things 
have been easy for Graeme 


and he has never had to graft" 
However, Duncan Feamley, 
the chairman of Hick’s county, 
Worcestershire, believes the 
player will benefit from a win- 
ter away from cricket, his first 
lengthy break for six years, and 
return hungry for success at 
county and international level 
Feamley said: “1 hope that 
Graeme reads Ray’s comments 
and that they serve to fire him 
up a bit, but in any case I t hink 
he will looking to play for 


“He has come to terms with 
tiie fact that he won’t be tour- 
ing this winter and now he has 
done that, the break will be like 
a breath of fresh air for him 
“I don't make rash judge- 
ments but I am quite confident 
that he will play for England 
again and those of us who 
watch him day in and day out 
know just how good he is. 


“1 know he had a bad spell 
last summer, but just a few short 
months before that he had a 
good tour of South Africa and 
came back for last summer as 
one of England's established 
players. 

“His record over the last two 
or three years has been as good 
as anybody’s until last summer 
and everybody has a tad spell 
from time to time. The impor- 
tant thing is to bounce back and 
Tm sure he wilL" 

Feamley said his views were 
supported by one of the current 
England selectors, Graham 
Gooch, one of the favourites to 
replace Illingworth. 

He said: “I was at a function 
with Graham earlier this week 
and he believes that, with this 
winter's break, Hicky will return 
for England at some stage. He 
feels the lad is agood player and 
he believes he will be tack." 
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Malaysia backs Stewart 


Motor racing 

Jackie Stewart’s new Formula 
One team yesterday announced 
a multi-million pound spon- 
sorship deal with the Malaysian 
Government. While Stewart 
declined to discuss the precise 
details of the package, it is un- 
derstood to be in the region of 
£10m for the one-year deal, a 
massive slice of the projected 
£20m annual budget. 

Stewart-Ford have already 
announced a £25m five-year 
link-up with the ban king group 
HSBC, while the Ford eng ine 
contract is estimated at being 
worth around £20m a year. 

The deal s the first time a na- 
tional government has been in- 


volved in a major sponsorship 
package in motor racing, and 
Stewart said he hoped the tack- 
ing would continue beyond the 
initial 12-month period. 

“The Prime Minister of 
Malaysia has told me that he 
would like this to be a long-term 
relationship, but at the mo- 
ment they have decided to en- 
ter into this one year at a time," 
said Stewart, whose new team 
will make their debut at the Aus- 
tralian Grand Prix in Mel- 
bourne in March. 

“As a Scotsman you wouldn't 
expect me to talk about money 
and we’ve agreed with the 
Malaysian Government that 
we will keep this deal between 
ourselves at this lime. We now 
have two partners on board and 


there will probably be further 
announcements before the car 
is unveiled on 10 December. 

“If we’re going to be com- 
petitive in general terms - and 
we can't expect to be able to 
compete with the likes of 
Williams and Ferrari at this 
stage -we need to have the bud- 
get and we fed that wc have that 
and will be able to progress." 

The log) “Visit Malaysia" wffl 
be carried on both the front and 
rear of the cars to be driven by 
Jan Magnussen and Reubens 
BairicheHo and the sponsorship 
package is proof of the Asian 
nation’s wish to become in- 
volved in FI. Malaysia hopes to 
stage its own grand prix in 
1999. with construction of a new 
circuit beginning in January, 
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